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N is eafy to foreſee, that the Title, 
under which this Paper appears, will 
(without any Ceremony) make it 

a be thrown aſide with Indignation by 


ſeveral well-meaning Perſons; whenat the ſame 
time it ſhall be received with Alacrity by fome 
Sanguine Philoſophers. Another formidable 
Apprehenlion i is, that the Fair Sex (whoſe Ap» 

7 A 2 | Pr oba- 
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probation moſt flatters the Heart of a Writer) 
will be ready to ſwoon at the Sight of it; 
and that there will not be one Virgin, who 
{hall dare to truſt her ſelf with it, alone. | 

The Free-Thinker has, of late Years, been {6 
much the Subject of Satyr and Ridicule, and 
his Character expoſed with ſo much Wit and 
Humour by ſome ingenious Writers, and ſo 
blackened with Reflections drawn from Reli- 
gion and Politicks by other more ſerious Au- 
thours, that ſcarce, any one dares at preſent; 
think his Soul is his Own; or, in other Words, 
entruſt himſelf with his own Thoughts; much 
leſs take the Liberty to ſpeak them : And he' 
muſt be a bold 'Man indeed, who ſhall ven- 
ture ſo far as to publiſh them in Print. 

As I was preparing this Sheet for the Preſs, 
I was interrupted by an unexpected Viſit from 
a Friend. Without letting him into the Con- 
tents of it, I asked him, how he approved of 
the Title: He replied, with a Smile, © In my 
Opinion, you had better, for Brevity, call it 
&« The Atheiſt.” But notwithſtanding theſe Diſ- 
couragements, I grow bold from my Integri- 
ty; and hope upon a nearer View to appear to 
no Diſadvantage under a Denomination, which 
has (with ſome Reaſon) given much Offence. 


I doubt not but I ſhall diſappoint my Readers 
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of every Complexion, in a few Days; and yet 
offend none, excepting ſuch as it would be a 
Niſhonour to pleaſe: Neither do I queſtion but 
the Majority will diſmiſs this very Paper with 
Sentiments, quite different from what Furt 
entertained upon taking it up. + 
There has hardly ever been a Term of Ho- 
© nour, which has not in time, by the Miſap- 
plication'of it, become a Term of Reproach. 
Thus Free- Tbinting (which in itſelf is un- 
doubtedly the Glory and Perfection of Human 
Nature) is at laſt worn into Diſgrace; through 
the Raſhneſs of ſome, the Fears of others, the 
Vices of many, and the ſpecious Pretences of 
crafty and deſigning Men. I hope therefore, 
T ſhall not be thought to blame, if for the 
Benefit of Mankind, I endeavour to reſcue 
this Word from Infamy, and make it a Name 
of Praiſe and Reputation, by taking it out of 
the Hands of Libertines, by clearing it from 
the Aſperſions of Bigots, and by reconciling it 
to the Vertuous and the Wiſe, who only have 
a juſt Claim to it, in its genuine SenſmG. 
To Think Freely is not to Think at Ran- 
dom : It is not to think like a Fool or a Mad- 
man; but like a Philoſopher: It is not to 
think without the Checks of Reaſon and 
* ; but without the Incymbsances of 
A 3 Preju- 
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Prejudice and Paſſion. Freedom of Thought 
is like Freedom in Actions: To enjoy the one 
- the other in Perfection, it muſt be ſubjected 
to proper Laws and Regulations : And the 
Outlaw has, of all Men, the leaft Pretenſions 
to Liberty. 
The Beft Things degenerate by Abuſe into 
the Worſt : In that Caſe, the moſt approved 
Remedy is not to prohibit or deſtroy them in 
their State of Corruption ; but to endeavour, 
by all prudent Meaſures, to recover them to 
their proper Uſe. It muſt be granted, Society 
has ſuffered, in ſeveral Inſtances, by gratifying 
every Man in the full Liberty of divulging 
his Thoughts; but then, It has profited a 
Thouſand Times more, by Vertue of that yery 
Indulgence, It is a common Obſervation, 
that every Conveniency in Life is alloy'd with 
ſome Inconveniency. The reaſonable Method 
therefore of proceeding in every Difficulty of 
this Kind, is to have Recourſe to the Merchant's 
Logick; to ſtate the Account of Profit and 
Loſs, and fo to determine our Judgment, ac- 
cording as the Ballance lies; remembring ſtill, 
that it is not poſſible ta trade to much Advan- 
tage, without ſome Loſſes. 
Free-Thinking is the Foundation of all Hu- | 
man Liberty : Remove the Qne, and the 
| Other 
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Other cannot ſtand, It is the Source of Know- 
ledge and Wiſdom; the Parent of Arts and 
Sciences; It promotes Induſtry, and procures 
Wealth; It imbelliſhes Vertue and good Man- 
ners; It ſupports Order and Government; and 
is the only Bulwark of true Religion. In, 
Proportion as this Divine Faculty (duly con- 
ducted) languiſhes, every Ornament and Com- 
fort of Life declines : And in thoſe Countries, 
where the free Exerciſe of Reaſon is wholly 
diſcouraged and treated as a Crime, Experi- 
ence ſhews us, that the People groan under 
the complicated Calamities of Slavery, Igno- 
rance, Superſtition, Idleneſs and Poverty ; and' 
are hardly to be diſtinguiſhed from Brutes, but 
by a ſuperiour Degree of Miſery. | 
Theſe Conſiderations ought to inſpire every 
honeſt Engliſh Man with a Love for his Coun- 
trey; and teach him to ſet a juſt Value upon 
that Excellent Conſtitution of Government; 
under which the Whole Man is Free. The 
Iſland of Great-Britain may, not improperly, 
be called The Land of Philoſophers ; it being 
the only Spot of Ground, (if we except the 
Countries belanging to it) where a Man is not 
obliged to diveſt himſelf in any Degree of his 
Reaſon, before he gan be a good Subject. 
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HE Writer, who ſhall undertake 
{FF to furniſh out an Entertainment of 
| 8 1 0 this kind for the Town, ought to 

LES a look round him firſt, and ſee that 
he is not ſtreightened on any Side: He ſhould 
take the Advantage of ſome Eminence, from 
which he may command an open View, and 
have (as it were) a free, extenſive ee 
of Thought. 9 

* When I communicated my Deſign to AY 
of my Acquaintance, an Officer (who has de- 
Hivedly merited the Surname of The Old Sol- 
dier) addreſſed the following Speech to me, 
by way of Advice: © Every Authour (ſaid he) 
ce muſt look upon ' himſelf to be in an Ene- 
ce my's Countrey, and take his Precautions ac- 

c cordingly. Therefore let me recommend 


© to you, upon this Occaſion, the Conduct of 
M our 
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64 our great General, the Duke of Marlborough + 
« When he was to encamp with the whole 
« Army for any Time, he conſidered the 
Country well, and ordered the Ground to 
«© be marked out, where we might have a 
* full Command of Forrage, and all other 
© Proviſions in Plenty. 

My Friend will ſee, his Eloquence is is not 
Joſt upon me. I own, that the great Scope 
and Latitude for Writing, which the Title of 

this Paper lays open, has not been the leaſt 
Inducement to prefer it to any other. With- 
out ſtraining the Senſe of the Word, it natu- 
rally takes in every Conſideration, of what 
Kind ſoever, that can fall within the Compaſs 
of a reaſonable Man's Thoughts. Whatſoever 
Powers therefore my Predeceſſours claimed to 
Themſelves in their ſeveral Capacities, while 
they dealt out their Lectures to the Nation, 
Thoſe intirely (together with ſome other ad- 
ditional Privileges) do, by an equal Right, 
belong to The Free-Thinker. 

It would be needleſs to obſerve, that it is 
His Province more peculiarly to preſide over 
Arts and Sciences, and to diſtinguiſh the True 
Merit from the Falſe, in the World of Lear- 
ning. To paſs by this Branch of his Autho- 


rity * and to come to the more intricate 
| Part 
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Part of his Function; it may not be improper 
to give timely Notice to the Publick, that all 
the Ways of Men, and of Women too, ſall 
under his Cognizance. His Juriſdiction reaches 
even to the Councils of Princes, and the moſt 
important Negotiations and ſecret Cabals of 
the Great Miniſters of State, from Cardinal 
Alberoni, down to the Prime Miniſter at U- 
bino. Neither does he imagine it beneath him 
to inſpeft the Diverſions and Amuſements of 
Life, or to pen the Hiſtory of an Amour. He 
has a Seat allotted him in each Theatre; and 
will think himſelf obliged, by Vertue of his 
Office, to be preſent at the Maſquerades in 
the Hay-Market ; and to methodize that con- 
fuſed Variety of Apparitions, which Heidegger 
(like ſome Arch- Magician) conjures up at 
Midnight. He will find Admittance into all 
the crowded Balls and Aſſemblies, whether at 
the Marquis de Monteleone s, Monſrenr Pette- 
cam's, or the Melſo Ambaſſudour s. There is 
not a Coffee - Houſe, a Chocolate-Houſe, nor 
a Gaming-Houſe of Note, (from the Grobſn- 
Porter's to Jonathan's in Change- Alley) which 
he will not viſit. He will have an Eye upon 
the Fifty New Churches, as well as upon ſome 
that have been conſecrated before the Refor- 


mation. Upon all which Occaſions, it is not 
unlike- 
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unlikely, that moſt Things will appear to him 
under a different Shape and Colour, to what 
they ſhew to the Generality of Mankind. 

What has been ſaid may ſeem a little 7 
ptizing, if not improbable, to ſuch as do not 
conſider, that the Free-Thinker is by Nature 
very Curious and Inquiſitive; in ſo. much as to 
be thought Impertinent by ſome. He takes 
Nothing upon Truſt : He will ſee every Thing 
with his own Eyes ; hear every Thing with 
his own Ears; and apprehend every Thing 
by his own Underſtanding. This odd Caſt 2. 
Mind often engages him in Diſputes, and 
makes him cenſured ſometimes by his beſt 
Friends, as obſtinate and perverſg in his Opi- 
pions, only becauſe he is ſomewhat ſlow of 
Apprehenſion; and can neither Reject offs 
hand, nor Believe at fight» This Misfortune 

however i is amply recompenſed to him by a 
great many Advantages, that are to be en- 
vyed, and which yery rarely meet together i in 
the ſame Perſon. 

He is liſted into no Party, nor tied down to 
any Profeſſion: He is confined to no Place, 
and (like a Denigen of the World) thinks him- 
ſelf at home Everywhere ; neither is he a Slave 
ns Myves and Cuſtoms. He i is N Rick, 

nax 


12 The FR IE-TRHIN EER. No 3 


nor Poor; neither Old nor Young: His Conſti- 
tution is neither Robuſt and Sanguin, nor yet 
Feeble and Delicate. His Stature is ſuch, that 
he can look up to the Baron Bentenreider, and 
down upon Mr, Flamſted, without Aſtoniſh- 
ment. He has not Beauty in his Perſon to 
make him vain ; nor any Defect to render him 
envious. His Heart is equally free from Fear 
and Preſumption : And the Temper of his 
Mind is neither Jovial nor Saturnine ; brigh- 
tening often into Smiles, but ſeldom flaſhing 
into Laughter, ' 

I muſt not forget to mention the "I com- 
mendable Singularity,in his Character; which 
is, that in all his Debates and Controverſie ies, ge 
was never heard to Calumniate his Adverſary 
for want of Argument; nor ever known to 
recommend any Methods of Conviction, bue 
the mild Force of Reaſon, ' and the plain Evi- 
dences of Revelation. In a Word, he is nei- 
ther afraid to avow a Truth, nor aſhamed to 
retract an Errour. 

It will not be long before he ads a fuller 
Diſcovery of himſelf: In the mean time, this 
is the moſt ſatisfactory Account, I am able to. 
give of this Fairy-Philoſopher; who paſſes 


* the World unobſerved, to aſſiſt the 
Inno- 
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Innocent and the Vertuous, and plays a Thou- 
ſand Pranks to teize and vex x the n and 


the Wicked. 
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N A v 1 NG made my publick En- 
res "er try, and opened my Credentials to 
bY the Town, in the two foregoing 
Tere Papers; I preſume. I have by this 
Time ſet the Minds of all my honeſt Coun- 
treymen at Eaſe, as to the future Deſigns of 
the Free- Thinler. My next Concern (and 
what I have much at Heart) is, that I may 
not appear a ſtrange, heatheniſh; Creature to 
the Ladies: For which reaſon I ſhall now ad- 
+ dreſs my ſelf wholly to Them; in order to 
diſſipate their Fears, and familiarize them to 
a Character, which has laboured under. the 
moſt frightful Miſrepreſentations. Therefore, 
that 
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that there may not the leaſt Terrour temain 
upon my Fair Readers from this Day forward, 
I beg leave to aſſure them in the firſt Place, 
that I have no Intention at all to fright them 
out of their innocent Senſes ; but, on the 
contrary, to embelliſh their U, 85 
and give their Minds as beautiful a Turn, as 
Nature has beſtowed upon their Perſons. 

For the farther Encouragement of my Fe- 
male Diſciples, I propoſe in the Progreſs of 
my Lectures, to enlarge their Faculties, and 
open their Thoughts by degrees, fo as in the 
End to ſet them upon the Level with my own 
Sex, in our boaſted Superiority of Reaſon. To 
this I may add, that the more ſerious and re. 
fined Principles of Philoſophy, and every Kind 
of Knowledge, will be much better com- 
prehended over a Pot of Tea, than over a 
Bottle of Wine : Wherefore I muſt admoniſh 
all Gentlemen, and others, who profeſs to 
reap any Benefit from my Labours, that they 
will be pleaſed to peruſe them in the Morn- 
ing; that I may be read in the City and 
Countrey (at lateſt) before T'welve a-Clock ; 
and before Three in the Afternoon, by Mem- 
bers of Parliament, Ca ptains, 1 Cour- 
tiers. | 2 5 

te 
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Ix is hard to determine, whether the Britiſp 
Men, or the Women, have received greater Ad- 
vantages from Free-Thinking. I ſhall conſine 
my ſelf at preſent to the latter Part of the 
Queſtion, that the Ladies may {ee what Encou : 
ragement They ought to give to Philoſophers. 
It would be endleſs to particularize the ſhi- 
ning Ornaments, the elegant Amuſements, 
and the innocent Freedoms, which the Fair 
Sex came into Poſſeſſion of, in this Iſland, as 
faſt as Liberty and Reaſon took place of Sla- 
very and Superſtition. I ſhall therefore inſiſt 
only upon ſome general Inſtances; and leave it 
to their Imagination to purſue the Train of 
Thought, and improve upon my Hints, 
When I ſee Aurelia equipt for a Ball or a 
Birth-Night, I conſider with my ſelf how 
many cyrious Experiments and Enquiries, 
what Knowledge in Mechaniſm, what nice 
and bold Concluſions, the Wit of Man muſt 
haue run through, to compleat her Dreſs ! The 
Invention of the Wheel, the Spindle, and the 
Loom, is owing to the Sagacity of Human 
Reaſon; without which Flax had ſprung out 
of the Earth in vain, and the Labour of the 
Silk-Worm had been as unprofitable to the 
Sex, as the Web of the Spider, It is the In- 
genuity of the Artiſt, that has brought Sil. 
yer 


widen as R * * 
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ver and Gold under the Power of the Weaver, 
reducing them to follow the Motion of the 
Shuttle, and to ſhine in Tapeſtry and Brocades. 
The ſame unwearied Application of Thought 
gradually diſcofered the hidden Beauties of 
Pebbles; gave Luſtre to the Diamond, taught 
the Ruby to bluſh, the Topaz to blaze, and 
made the Emerald out-vie the Verdure of the 
Field. So that the whole Apparel of Aurelia 
is the Effet of the greateſt Freedom of 
Thought, and ſets Philoſophy in the moſt 


beautiful Light to a Crowd of Admirers. 


But this Elegancy of Dreſs had never been 
cultivated, if we had not been civilized at the 
lame Time by the Precepts of thoſe Philoſo- 
phers, who ſet themſelves up to combate the 
Prejudices of the Vulgar : Theſe Benefactors 


to Mankind, by the Laws of Politeneſs and 
 Good-Breeding, tempered the natural Fierce- 


neſs of Men, and diſpelled the Fears of Wo- 
men. By their Superiour Wiſdom, Both Sexes 
were brought to mix indifferently in Converſa- 
tion, in publick, Aſſemblies; and in all the 
Diverſions, of Life, tothe mutual Satisfaction 
and Improvenient? of- each. other. This is 
what has adorned the: Sotial Vertues with Af- 
fability and Gracefulneſs ' of Behaviour, and 
has refined the Paſſion of Love, and raiſed it 

to 


* 
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to ſo ſublime a Pitch, as to be ranked amongſt 
the moſt Heroick Accompliſhments of the 
Mind. Before I leave this Topick, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that the Prudes, and ſome few ſuperan- 
nuated Virgins, are the only Female Enemies 
to Free-Thinking ; and, as a juſt Puniſhment 
to their narrow, - perverſe Notions, it is their 
Misfortune to live in the profoundeſt Ignorance 
of Themſelves and Others, 

The Lord Verulam, and other great Au- 
thours, have applyed themſelves to illuſtrate 
the Wiſdom of the Ancients, and to let us 
into the Allegory of their Fables. The moſt 
skilful in this Sort of Learning, are often 
forced to have recourſe to reaſonable Conjec- 
tures: I hope therefore, I may be allowed the 
ſame Liberty in a particular Inſtance, which 
does honour to the Ladies. The Nine Muſes 
were ſuppoſed, by the wiſe Men of Greece, 
to*be ſo many beautiful young Virgins ; which 
Fiction ſeems to be very properly contrived to 
inſinuate, that Beauty and Fine Senſe (the 
two moſt deſirable Perfections) ought to be 
inſeparable ; ſince that happy Mixture of 
Blood and 'Spirits, and that Symmetry of 
Parts, which conſtitutes the One, bids faireſt 
for the Other. a 

N Bk. 57 The 
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The Compaſs of my Paper does not allow 


me room to recount here the celebrated Wo- 
men of Antiquity, and of the Later Ages, 
who have been famous for their Learning and 
Ingenuity. Therefore I ſhall at prefent think 
it ſufficient to animate my Countrey-Women 
to the Love of Letters by the Example of 
Queen Elizabeth, whoſe Memory is ſo dear to 
all Free Spirits. It is well known, She was not 
only an excellent Scholar, but likewiſe an 
eminent Free-Thinker ; and ſcorned to give 
up her Reaſon, even in Matters of Religion, at 
a Time when Superſtition triumphed over the 
Goſpel, and the Multitude thought their Sal- 
vation in Danger, if they gave any Credit to 
their Senſes. By this Means ſhe eſtabliſhed ' 
the Reformation, and has reſcued the Preſent 
Toaſts from a Nunnery. Her Predeceſſour, 
Queen Mary, on the other Hand, who wanted 
neither Piety nor an Inclination to Vertue, yet 
by not daring to think freely, and make a pro- 
per Uſe of her Reaſon, practiced all the Cruel- 
ties upon her Subjects, which the moſt vicious 
Temper could be guilty of committing, 


FREE-THINKER, 
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Olin quidem ſcire, cujuſcunque modi 7 gu- 
pere, curioſorum : duci vero majorum rerum con- 
templatione ad cupiditatem ſcientiæ, ſummorum 
virorum eſt putandum, Cickk. de Finib. 
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E Topick I have choſen for This 
A Day, I find, upon Tryal, is not 
only fruitful, but uncommon ; not- 
ED. : withitanding I had once rejected it 
as 4 th moſt trite and barren Subject, I could 
ehiploy my Thoughts upon. It will, upon 
Examination, appear to be the moſt obvious 
Affection of the Mind, and yet the leaſt illu- 
ſirated of any by the Moral Philoſophers, = 
| B 2 r 
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«der whoſe Conſideration it naturally falls. 
The Reaſon of this Overſight may be, That 
the Quality, I am ſpeaking of, is ſo artfully 
blended and wrought into the very Subſtance 
of the Soul, that it generally eſcapes our At- 
tention, though it leavens the whole Mind, 
and operates more than all the other Paſſions 
together ; and may therefore be compared to 
Tome powerful Drug, fo skilfully mixed into 
2 Medicine, that it is not diſtinguiſhed by the 
Palate, though it performs Wonders on the 
Patient. | 

The more I conlider my Subject, the more 
it ſurprizes me; and I am pleaſed to find it 
abounding in manifeſt Contradictions, which 
nevertheleſs are reconcilable to Reaſon and 
Experience. It is a Faculty of the Mind often 
very buſy within us, when we are not ſenſi- 
ble of it; and ſtrongly influences our Thoughts 
and Actions, when we ſuſpect it the leaſt. To 
it we owe the moſt pleaſing Amuſements, and 
the moſt anxious Diſappointments in Life. It 
puts us upon the moſt extravagant Follies, and 
the moſt uſeful Enquiries. It is equally pre- 
valent in both Sexes; and governs all Ranks 
and Conditions of Men, from the Courtier to 
the Clown; from the King to the Beggar ; 
from the Philoſopher to the Fox-Hunter. The 
f Coquette 
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Coquette and the Prude, the Virgin and the 
Wife, comply alike with its Suggeſtions. ' Me- 
thinks I ſee it grow upon my Readers, as they 
| paſs from one Period to another, and make 
them impatient till I expound the Riddle, and 
tell them at once, that I am diſcourſing of 

Curioſity. | 
Ir we conſider the Nature of Curioſit ty in 
General, it may very well be looked upon as 
the Maſter- Spring in the Soul, which ſets all 
the other Faculties in Motion; ſince the 
Mind would, without It, remain as unactive, as 
the Body is, when the vital Spirits are clog- 
ged. This Paſſion is peculiar to Rational 
Creatures; and not only diſcovers Itſelf the 
earlieſt, but remains with them the longeſt, of 
any. The Nurſes obſerve manifeſt Tokens of 
It in Infants from their Birth; and it js natu- 
ral to ſuppoſe, their whole Curioſity muſt be 
awakened upon their firſt launching into a 
new Life, and a new World. It grows in 
every one daily, as his Knowledge increaſes ; 
and abates little, if any, of its Vigour in Old 
Age. It may be traced farther yet, and found 
buſy within us even in our lateſt Moments: 
Of this we have a remarkable Inſtance in So. 
lon; who perceiving his Friends whiſper apart, 
as he lay expiring, gathered Strength from his 
B 3 | Curi- 
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Curioſity to raiſe himſelf, and enquire what 
they were talking of, This brings to my Mind 
that fine Obſervation in The Preacher, that The 
Eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the Ear filled 
with hearing. 

THERE are two Kinds of Curioſity : the 
One Profitable ; the Other Unprofitable. The 
Firſt is becoming a Wiſe Man; the Later de- 
generates into Folly. 

The Profitable Curioſity is in Effect an un- 
wearied Deſire of Knowledge; a Thirſt after 
Wiſdom and Experience ; and a laudable Am- 
bition to diſtinguiſh our Selves from the Vul- 
gar, by endeavouring to excell in every Art 
and Science, which may be either of Uſe or 
Ornament in Life. This Principle firſt ſet the 
Mind of Man upon dark and difficult Enqui- 
ries; it ſtill mekes us reſtleſs to fearch into 
the hidden Nature of Things, and raiſes our 
Contemplations up to the Heavens, enabling 
us through long and painful Study to reaſon 
upon the various Motions, and different Qua- 
lities, of thoſe ſhining Orbs, above us. This 
incited Sir Iſaac Newton, to employ the whole 
Force of his Genius to penetrate farther into 
the Myſtery of Natural Caufes, than moſt of 
his Predeceſſours; and has made him capable 
to unfold ſome Perplexities in Philoſophy, 

which 


- 


N*4 The FREE-THINKER. 23 


which were thought too intricate for the Wit 
of Man. And who knows what amazing Diſ- 
coveries ſome Secoud Newton may make here- 
after, excited by the Example, and enlighten- 
ed by the Knowledge, of the Firſt. And who 
can tell, but The Free-T hinker (wi th the Aſſi- 
ſtance of his learned and ingenious Friends) 
may be able to diſengage his Countreymen 
from a Number of Prejudices, and to turn the 
Hearts of many to the Love of Truth? 

Cicero obſerves, That the Deſire of Know- 
| ledge prevails over every other Paſſion ; and 
that the wiſeſt Men cannot reſiſt the Impulſes 
of Curioſity. From hence he takes Occaſion 
to comment upon the Fable of the Hrens in 
Homer. When They (ſays he) were to ſtop 
Ulyſſes in his Voyage (who was impatient to 
reviſit his Native Land) the Poet was aware, 
that he ſhould offend againſt Probability, if he 
ſet the Syrens upon alluring a Perſon of his 
Wiſdom only by the Sweetneſs of their 
Voices, and the Variety of their Notes : 
Therefore, to fix him, and ſecure his At- 
tention, he makes them promiſe to inform 
his Underſtanding, and to give him an Ac- 
count of Things worthy of his Notice ; well 
knowing, that his Impatience after Know- 


B 4 _ ledge 
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ledge would naturally ſuſpend his Longings 
after his Countrey. 

Before I paſs to the Second Part of my Sub- 
ject, it may not be improper to hint to ſome 
over-eager Enquirers, that even this commen- 
dable Curiolity may grow too predominant i in 
us, and that it ſhould be moderated fo, as to 
prevent it from tranſporting us to Extravagan- 
cy. We are told that Eudoxut, a famous Geo- 
metrician, was ſo violently Curious, that he 
prayed to the Gods, he might once view the 
Sun near at Hand, to comprehend the Magni- 
tude, the Form, and the Beauty of it; though 
it were upon the hard Condition of being i im- 
mediately bugnt and conſumed by its Fire. 

cou now to That Species of Curioſi- 
ty, which is unprofitable. This either ſets 
us to hunt after trivial Matters; or engages us 
warmly in Concerns, that do no way relate to 
us; or puſhes us on to pry into Secrets, and 
faith into Events, which known would make 
us miſerable. This kind of Curioſity is a Spe- 
cifick againſt Wildom, and keeps all uſeful 
Knowledge out of the Brain it has taken Poſ- 
ſeſſion of; neither will it ſuffer a Man to be a 
good Friend, an agreable Companion, or a 


quiet Neighbour. Nevertheleſs, it runs away 
with the Multitude of every Age and Sex; 


2 
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and occaſions more Uneaſineſs, and Confuſion, 
in private Life, than all the other Paſſions, by 
their ſeveral Irregularities. It is this Imper- 
tinence of Mind, which has given Vogue to 
Fortune-Tellers, to Aſtrologers, and the A- 
depts in Chymiſtry. Indigent Cunning Men 
know very well, that they may tax the People 
as they pleaſe, fo long as they can contrive to 
feed their Curioſity; and the Fire- Eater can 
never ſuffer Want, til his Diet becomes uni- 
verſal. 

I ſhall conclude this Paper with ſome Ae: 
count of what has lately raiſed no ſmall Cu- 
rioſity amongſt the Perſons of Faſhion, now in 
Town. I mean the White Widow; who'is the 
Subject of every one's Enquiry. I happened 

to fall in, upon a Viſiting- Day, (not far from 
St. James's) with a Company of Ladies, where 
there were but two Men beſides my ſelf. 
The Diſcourſe, after the News of the Day, 
turned upon the Unknown Fair. A great 
many Conjectures were made towards diſ- 
covering whp, and what, ſhe. might be: 
As moſt of the Gueſles were but tranſient, 
I did not charge my Memory with them; 
but there were three Perſons, who inſiſted 
ſo much upon their Sagacity, that I reſol- 
yed to treaſure up their ſeveral Judgments 
ö 
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concerning the White Widow. A beautiful 
young Coquette ſaid, that ſhe believed, from 
the Singularity of affecting white Weeds, ſne 
might probably be a Maiden Widow. After 
this, an Elderly Gentlewoman (raiſing her 
Voice a little) ſaid, I am amazed the Com- 
pany ſhould be ſo blinded in their Gueſſes; or 
rather, indeed, that there ſhould be any Oc- 
caſion for gueſſing in a Point ſo evident: This 
White Widow, as you call her, is a Spirit, a 
down: right Apparition; which is manifeſt 
from her never appearing, but by Candle-Light. 
A tall Gentleman, who ſate a little backward, 
broke out upon this with an Air of Impor- 
tance; ſaying, I perceive you have a mind to 
divert your ſelves at the Hazard of ruining the 
Nation. I know the Perſon, you are talking of, 
to be the Pretender; and I know too, that this 
is not the firſt Time, he has been ſeen in this 


Town, in Maſquerade, 
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. Abri 3 hominem 1 
gioſum; &, ſi vobis videtur (quod eſt bonorum 
pont iſicum) monete eum, modum quendam eſſe 
religionis: nimium a ſuperſtitioſum non opor- 
tere, how CER, Orat. 


in a ſolemn manner from the reſt 
i of the Year, by Chriſtians of almoſt 
JC Y every Denomination,throughout the 
ORs The Reflection, which naturally oc- 
curs to the Free- Thinker upon this Occaſion, 
is the ſnameful Abuſe of This and other Holy 
Times, in Popiſh Countries. There is hardly 
one Great Incident in the Hiſtory of our Sa- 
viour, from his Birth to his Aſcenſion, which 
the Prieſts and the Monks have not turned 
into Stage-Plays and Puppet-Shews. Every 
curious Proteſtant Traveller has been an Eye- 
Witneſs to the Truth of what I ſay. How- 


ever, 
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ever, for the farther Satisfaction of my Rea- 
ders, and to furniſh them with an Entertain- 
ment ſuitable to the Seaſon, I ſhall give them 
a very remarkable Paſſage out*of A Fourney 
from Aleppo to Jeruſalem, in the Year Six- 
teen Hundred and Ninety Seven, written by 
Mr. Maundrell, then Chaplain to the Engliſh 
Factory at Aleppo. 
© Txt next Day, after our Arrival at Jeru- 
© ſalem, (ſays my Authour) being Good-Friday 
© in the Latin Style, the French Conſul (who 
* lodged us at his Houſe) was obliged to go 
© into the Church of the Sepulchre, in order 
© to keep his Feaſf; whitheg We accompanied 
© Him. This Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
© is founded upon Mount Calvary, which ſtands 
© now in the midſt of Feruſalem. 
'© The Church is leſs than one hundred Paces 
* long, and not more than ſixty wide : and yet 
© is ſo contrived, that it is ſuppoſed to contain 
© under its Roof twelve or thirteen Sanctuaries, 
© or Places, conſecrated to a more than ordi- 
* nary Veneration, by being reputed to have 
© ſome particular Actions done in them, re- 
«© lating to the Death and Reſurrection of 
© Chriſt, As, Firſt, the Place where he was 
© derided by the Soldiers: Secondly, Where 
5 he Soldiers divided his Garments : Thirdly, 
Where 


Side: Seventhly, Where his Body was 
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© Where he was ſhut up, whilſt they digged 
the Hole to ſet the Foot of th Croſs in, and 
© made all ready for his Crucifixion: Fourthly, 
© Where he was nailed to the Croſs: Fifthly, 


© Where the Croſs was erected : Sixthly, 
'© Where the Soldier ſtood, that pierced his 


© anointed in order to his Burial. Eighthly, 
© Where his Body was depoſited in the Sepul- 
« chre: Ninthly, Where the Angels appear d 
© tothe Women after his Reſurrection: Tenth- 
© ly, Where Chriſt Himſelf appear'd to Mary 
Magdalen, &c. The Places where | theſe 
« and many other Things relating to our 
© Bleſſed Lord are ſaid to have been done, are 
© all ſuppoſed to be contain d within the nar- 
© row Precincts of this Church, and are all 
8 diſtinguiſhed and adorned. with ſo * ſe- 
c yeral Altars. 

The Latin, of wn there are always 
© about Ten or Twelve reſiding at the Church, 
< with a Preſident over them, make every 
© Day a ſolemn Proceſſion, with Tapers and 
© Crucifixes, and other proceſſionary Solemni- 
© ties, to the ſeveral Sanctuaries; ſinging .at 
© every one of them a Latin Hymn, relating 
© to the Subject of each Place. - Theſe Latins 


being more polite and exact in their Functions 
* than 
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© than the other Monks here reſiding; and 
© alſo our Converſation being chiefly with 


them, I will only deſcribe their Ceremonies, . - 


© without taking notice of what was done by 
© others, which did not ſo much come under 
© our Obſervation. 

© Their Ceremony begins on Good-Friday 
© Night, which is call'd by them the Nox te- . 
© nebroſa, and is obſerv'd with ſuch an extraor- 
© dinary Solemnity, that I cannot omit to 

give a particular Deſcription of it. 

© As'ſoon as it grew dusk, all the Fryars and 
© Pilgrims were convened in the Chappel of 
© the Apparition (which is a ſmall Oratory on 
© the North ſide of the Holy Grave, adjoyn- 
© ing to the Apartments of the Latint) in 
© order to go in a Proceſſion round the Church. 
© But, before they ſet out, one of the Fryars 
© preached a Sermon in Italian in that Chappel. 
© He began his Diſcourſe thus; In queſta notte 
* tenebroſa, &c. at which Words all the Can- 
© dles were inſtantly put out, to yield a live- 
© lier Image of the Occaſion. And fo we were 
© held by the Preacher, for near half an Hour, 
very much in the dark. Sermon being end- 

© ed, every Perſon preſent had a large lighted 
© Taper put into his Hand, as if it were to 
make amends for the former Darkneſs ; and 

* the 
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© the Crucifixes, and other Utenſils were diſ- 
« poſed in order for the beginning the Proceſ- 
fon. Amongſt the other Crucifixes, there 
© was one of a very large Size, which bore 
© upon it the Image of our Lord, as big as the 
© Life. The Image was faſtened to it with 
great Nails, crown'd with Thorns, beſinear'd 
with Blood; and ſo exquiſitely was it form d, 
© that it repreſented in a very lively Manner 
the lamentable Spectacle of our Lord's 2 
© as it hung upon the Croſs. This Figure was 
carried all along in the Head of the Proceſ- 
« ſion; after which, the Company follow'd 
© to all the Sanctuaries in the Church, ſinging 
© their appointed Hymn at every. one. 
© The firſt Place they viſited was that of the 
© Pillar of Flagellation, a large Piece of which 
© is kept in a little Cell juſt at the Door of the 
© Chappel of the Apparition. There they ſung 
© their proper Hymn; and another Fryar en- 
© tertain'd the Company with a Sermon in 
« Spaniſh, touching the Scourging of our Lord. 
© From hence they proceeded in ſolemn 
© Order to the Priſon of Chriſt, where they 
pretend he was ſecur'd whilſt the Soldiers 
© made things ready for his Crucifixion ;* here 
too they ſung their Hymn, and a third Fryar 
* preach! d in French, 


8 From 
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© From the Priſon they went to the Altar of 
< the Diviſion of Chriſt's Garments ; where 
© they only ſung their Hymn, without adding 
c any Sermon. 

© Having done here, they advanc'd to the 
© Chappel of the Deriſion; at which, after 
© their Hymn, they had a fourth Sermon (as 


I remember) in French. 


From this Place they went up to Calvary, 
: © (an Eminence in the Area of the Church, 
upon which They think our Saviour ſuffer'd a). 
© leaving their Shoes at the Bottom of the 
© Stairs, Here are two Altars to be viſited : 
© One where our Lord is ſuppoſed to have 
© been nailed to his Croſs: Another where his 
© Croſs was erected. . At the former of theſe 
© they laid down the great Crucifix, (which I 
© but now deſcribed) upon the Floor, and 
© acted a kind of a Reſemblance of Chriſt's 
© being nail'd to the Croſs; and after a Hymn, 
< one of the Fryars peach d another Sermon 
© jn Spaniſh, upon the Crucifixion. 
From hence they removed to the adjoyning 
< Altar, where the Croſs is ſuppoſed to have 
been erected, bearing the Image of our Lord's 
c Body. At this Altar is a Hole in the natural 
© Rock, ſaid to be the very ſame individual 
© one, in which the Foot of our Lord's Croſs 
* ſtood, 
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© ſtood. Here they ſet. up their Croſs, with 
the bloody Crucified Image upon it; and 
© leaving it in that Poſture, they firſt ſung 
© their Hymn, and then the Father Guardian, 


© ſitting in a Chair before it, preached a 5 


© Paſfion-Sermon in Italian. 
| © The Ceremony of the Paſſion being over; 
© and the Guardian's Sermon ended, two Fry- 


< ars, the one perſonating Joſeph. of  Arimatheas 


© the other Nicodemus, approach d the Croſs, 
© and with a moſt ſolemn concern'd Air, both 
© of Aſpe@ and Behaviour, drew out the great 


© Nails, and took down the feigned Body- 


from the Croſs. It was an Effigies ſo con- 
© triv'd, that its I-imbs were ſoft and flexible, 


, as if they had be en real Fleſh: and nothing | 


© could be more ſurprizing, than to ſee the 
© two pretended Mourners bend down the 
Arms, which were before extended, and 
* diſpoſe them upon the Trunk, in ſuch a 
© manner as is uſual in Corpſes. 

The Body, being taken down from the 
© Croſs, was receiv'd in a fair large Winding- 
© ſheet, and carry'd down from Calvary; the 
© whole Company attending as before, to the 
© Stone of Union. This is taken for the 
© very Place where the precious Body of our 
© Lord was anointed, and * d or the 
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© Burial. John 19. 39. Here they laid down 

© their imaginary Corps; and caſting over it 

© ſeveral ſweet Powders and Spices, wrapt it 
© up in the Winding-ſheet : Whilſt this was 

© doing, they ſung their proper Hymn, and 
© afterwards one of the Fryars preach'd in 
* Arabick a Funeral Sermon. 
The Obſequies being finiſhed, they carried 
off their fancied Corps, and laid it in the 

© Sepulchre ; ſhutting up the Door till Eaſter 

© Morning. And now after ſo many Sermons, 

© and ſo long, not to fay tedious, a Cere- 
© mony, it may well be imagin'd that the 
© Wearineſs of the Congregation, as well as 

© the Hour of the Night, made it needful to 
© go to reſt, e 
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Non hoc pracipuum amicorum munis eft, proſe= 
qui Defunctum ignavo queſiu : ſed que voluerit 
meminiſſe ; que mandaverit exequi. TACIT. 
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E Bigotry and Superſtition of 
III the Papiſt,, in this Holy Week, 
have been the Subject of the fore- 
WR GE going Paper. A ſober Free-Thinker 
will not reſt There; but farther enquire after 
the proper Sentiments and uſeful Inſtructions, 
which this Annual Solemnity naturally ſug- 
geſts, to improve, as well as to touch and 
affect the Mind. I ſhall confine my ſelf Here 
to the Laſt Scene of our Lord's Paſſion ; when 
his naked Body hung nailed to a Croſs, be- 
twixt Two Criminals : and propoſe his unpa- 
_ rallell'd Fortitude and Calmneſs at the Hour 
of Death, as the compleateſt Pattern for us 
to imitate in our Laſt Moments. 
To leave the World with Decency and 


| Compoſednels, i is the Wiſh of every — and 
C2 wiſe 
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wiſe Man: Even They, (as Tully obſerves) the 
main Courſe of whoſe Lives has been irregu- 
lar and extravagant, deſire to act well the Laſt 
Part, and to go off with Applauſe. 

The moſt celebrated Examples of an Heroi- 
cal Death in Prophane Story, are, Socrates 
amongſt the Greeks, and Cato amongſt the Ro- 
mans: And I doubt not, but upon an impar- 
tial Compariſon, our Lord will be found to 
have ſurpaſſed Thoſe famed Perſons, as much in 
the Glories of his Death, as he excelled them 
in the Sanity of his Life. 

The polite Writers of Rome are full of the 
* Praiſes of Cato. Virgil deſcribes him preſiding 
over and giving Laws to Elyſium : And Horace 
mentions his Death, as one of the braveſt 
Actions of any of the Heroes of his Country. 
But doubtleſs, the noble Cauſe of Liberty, 
in which he fell, prejudiced their Judgments, 
and made them extol a Practice, in it ſelf cri- 
minal and deteſtable. 

The preſent Biſhop of Ely, in his excellent 
Diſcourſe againſt Self-Murder, obſerves, That 
though there be many Examples both of Greeks 
and Romans, even in their beſt Times, who of- 
fered Violence to Themſelves upon ſome preſſing 
Extremities; yet their Rules, their Laws, and 
their Reaſonings, were againſt it. That the Al- 

mighty 
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mighty Authour of our Lives has the ſole 
Right to diſpoſe of them ; that True Great- 
neſs of Mind confiſts in manfully ſupporting 
Misfortunes; and conſequently that Self-Mur- 
ther is the Effect of Cowardice or Impatience, 
as well as an Inſtance of Impiety and Diſo- 
bedience, have been the conſtant Sentiments 
of all the ſober Heathens. Indeed, it ſeems, 
that Pride and Indignation wrought Cato up 
to. a falſe Honour and miſtaken Magnanimity. 
His haughty Temper: could not brook the 
Thoughts of being conquered; which made 
him chooſe rather to become his own Execu- 
tioner, than ſubmit either to live or die by the 
Will of Cæſar. This ſeems to be even Horace's 
Opinion of him; Prater ATROCEM animum 
Catonis, The Expreſſion (according to the ele- 
gant Criticiſm of Dacier) denotes a ſavage, bru- 
tal, and ſullen Spirit; ſuch as, in Reality, is 

2 a Philoſopher, and re a 


This ſpecious Action of Cato' has been re- 
preſented on our Theatre with great, and in 
moſt Reſpects, deſerved Applauſe. However, 
though I admire the ingenious Authour's Per- 
formance ; yet, as a Free-Thinker, I cannot 
approve of the Choice of his 
The 2 Excellency of any Drama - 

C 3 tick 
by 
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tick, as well as Epick Poem, conſiſts in adap- 
ting the Fable to the Improvement of ones 
Countrey. This granted, I leave eyery judici- 
ous and candid Spectator to determine, whe- 
ther the ſetting Self- Murther in that dazzling 
Light, it appears in upon the Stage, in the Per- 
ſon of Cato, does not tend effectually to abate 
our Horrour for it : and whether it is not there- 
fore very improper (not to ſay worſe) for this 
- Nation and Age, wherein too many ſhorten 
their Days after ſo wicked and diſhonourable 
a Manner. The doubtful Surmize put into 
the Mouth of Cato at the laſt, is not a ſuffi- 
cient Antidote to the. Poiſon, which his awful 
Vertue, through Five Acts, prepares the Au- 
dience to receive; and the Gleam of Light, 
which, he ſuſpects, breaks in on his Departing 
Sul, is too faint to diſpel the Prejudices that 
remain in Favour of Self-Murther from his 
Example. 

The Death of Socrates was much more Illu£. 
trious. He took off the Poiſon with the ſame 
Unconcernednefs, as if it had been Wine for 
his Refreſhment ; and both before the fatal 
Draught, and ſome time after, till dying Ago- 

nies ſeized him, he ſupported himſelf, and 
comforted his Friends, with ſublime Diſcourſes 
(as Plato relates them) concerning a Future 

State, 
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State, and the Immortality of the Soul. Yet; 
his Death was neither ſo Painful, nor ſo Igno-—- 


minious, as that of Jeſus Chriſt; who muſt 


therefore be acknowledged to have outſhone 
Socrates, in Firmneſs of Spirit and Waden 
neſs of Reſolution. 

Ihhis will more evidently appear, if we con- 
8 the different Ages of the One and the 
Other. Our Saviour was cut off in the Flow- 
er and Vigour of his Age, when the Paſſion» 
for Life is ſtrang, and the Averſion to Death 
violent. Whereas Socrates was executed at 
near Fourſcore ; thoſe Years, in which wiſe 
Meg generally, grow weary of the World, and 
as little deſire, as they expect, a long Conti - 


nuance in it. 
Accordingly, Xenophon repreſents him pre- 


paring for, and arming his Mind againſt, the 
Iſſue of his Tryal, with Both Theſe Conſide- 
rations; That were he to be condemn'd, he 
ſhould ſuffer one of the moſt Eaſy Deaths ; and 
that he ſhould quit Life, before he ſunk into ſuch 
a decrepit old Age, as is deſtitute of all Satiſ- 
fackion, and overwhelmed with Weakneſs and 
Miſery. But beſides, Socrates had this addi- 
tional Support, that he was animated to the 
laſt by the Preſence and Converſation of his 
Friends ; Whereas moſt of our Lord's s Follow- 


C 4 ers, 
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ers, through Fear, ſtood gazing afar off ; and 
thoſe Few, who hazarded a nearer Approach, 
only augmented his Grief by their filent Tears; 
whilſt Crowds of ſurrounding Enemies mocked 
and derided him with loud Clamours. 
Conſtancy and Equality of Mind under Suf- 
ferings are then only Heroical, when founded 
on a rational Submiſſion to Providence; with- 
out This they are vain and romantick. Now 
© Patience, and Meekneſs, ariſing from a Prin- 
ciple of Religion, diſtinguiſh our Lord's Cha- 
racter; and he exactly fulfilled the Prophet's 
beautiful Prediction of him: He was brought 
as a Lamb to the Slaughter ; and, as a Sheep 
before his Shearer; be was dumb, and opened not 
his Mouth. He conſidered God as his Father ; 
and under that Relation he entirely acquieſced 
in his Will, and relied on his Goodneſs. This 
made him as unmoved by Calumny and Re- 
proach, as he was undiſturbed under Anguiſh 
and Torments. Father, forgive them; they 
know not what they do; was the ſoft Return 
our Savipur made ta the higheſt Provocations : 
a parallel Inſtance to which is not to be met 
with in any of the Schools of the Philoſophers. 
How mild and generous muſt his Diſpoſition 
be, who could not only pardon and pray for, 
but even compaſſionate and excuſe Thoſe, 


who, 
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who, while they crucified, reviled and inſulted 
him ! 
The Tenderneſs he expreſſed for his Mo- 
ther and his beloved Diſciple, is at once Pa- 
thetick and Sedate; ſaying to the Former, 
Woman behold thy Sn; ; and to the Latter, Be- 
bold thy Mother. This may teach us, that as 
the Affections of Nature and Endearments of 
Friendſhip, may laudably be carried to aDeath- 
Bed; fo they ſhould break off there, without 
any violent Emotions of Sorrow. 
Father, into thy Hands I commend my Spivir, 
were his dying, reſigned Accents. Thus as 
He taught us the moſt perfect Form of Devo- 
tion for every Day in Life; ſo, in his laſt 
Words, he has left us the beſt Recommends: 
_ tory IE n | 
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— —_ novis operata juventus, Vino. 
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HERE is à Notion prevails very 
r much amongſt the People, that 
6 (a) Marriage in Cent, is at leaſt un- 
£4 ſeaſonable; if not repugnant to 
Orthodoxy : And that it came into Sea- 
ſon again Yeſterday ; when, as they imagine, 
the Sun riſes with a Dance. Notwithſtan- 
ding, it is my Buſineſs to weed all Ex- 
travagancies, and falſe Opinions, out of the 
Mind; yet, for once, I ſhall fo far comply 
with theſe gay Prejudices, as to indulge my 
Readers with two or three ſhort Anecdotes re- 
lating to Love and Matrimony, very proper 
for Eaſter- Monday. 
A vou Gentleman, whoſe Perſon is 
very agreeable, and his Fortune by no Means 
contemptible, had, by continually Reading 
the Greek and Latin Poets, and Ovid more 
eſpecially, contracted an odd, fantaſtical Ha- 
bit 


2 
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bit of Thinking, for an Engliſhman. His Con- 
verſation was. tinctured throughout with the 
Ancient Mythology, and his whole Turn of 
Wit ſupported by alluding to ſome Fable, or 
Allegory, in the ancient Writers ; which made 
his Companions give him the Nick-name of 
Claſſick Will. It was this ingenious Gentleman's 
Fate to fall deſperately in Love with a beautiful, 
young Lady, who had Mother-Wit in Abun- 
dance, and was too airy to think there could 
be any Merit in Learning. He had courted 
her a whole Year with great Aſſiduity; and, 
conſcious of his Skill in Writing, had all a- 
long plied her warmly with. Love-Letters. 
Every Billet was a rich Noſegay of the choiceſt 
Flowers, gathered out of the celebrated Wits 
of Greece, and Rome. The Lady, for her 
Amuſement, fed him fill with doubtful 
Hopes: And, at laſt, when he grew very im- 
ate to know her final Reſolutions, ſhe 
deſired him to have Patience till Lent was 
over, and promiſed, that ſhe would then give 
him a poſitive Anſwer. The Lover was, by 
this Means, obliged to paſs through Six tedi- 
ous Weeks of Mortiſication; which troubled 
him the more, becauſe — were not diſtin- 
guiſhed in the Old Roman Kalendar, by which · 
he counted all * Time. At laſt the Term 
expi- 
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4 expired: and he roſe on Eaſter- Monday with 
the Dawn, to indite the following Epiſtle to 


the Fair, 


"_ Goppess! Ides of April. 
T length the Six diſmal Gothick Weeks 
are expired! And 1 find a Reſpite, I 
6 «thank the Gods, from the Vulture, which 
has prey d inceſſantly upon my Heart and 
© Liver. I come now to you, as to an Ora- 
© cle, to enquire my Fate. Let not your 
© Anſwer be doubtful, nor cruel. Indulge 
© my Devotion with auſpicious Omens ; and 
© let the God of Love inſpire your Breaſt with 
ca favourable Reply. 
© The Temple of Hymen, which has been 
© ſhut up ſo many Nights and Days, is now ſet 
© open again; and the Nuptial Torches blaze 
© in every Street and Village: Therefore I 
© hope you will join in the Ceremonies of the 
< preſent Feſtivals, and permit your Locks to 
© be divided with the Head of a Spear, in or- 
der to be conducted to the Altar, where I 
* ſhall gladly offer up my ſelf a Sacrifice to 
your Charms, My Soul is on the Wing to 
© fly to you; and my Fingers are become 
_ VO to unbuckle your Girdle, 


PHILANDER. 
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The Lady, who never ſent him a Line in 
Anſwer to any of his other Letters, thought 
it high Time now to give over dallying with 
a Paſſion ſhe never intended to return. Before 
the Gentleman therefore could come in Per- 
ſon to know his Deſtiny, ſhe thought it proper 


to prepare him a little for his „ 
by this ort Billet. 


SIR, 


e | Am tot Scholar enough to underſtand 
your Letters; and your Paſſion is be- 
© yond my Capacity. You have ſworn to me 
© by a great many Divinities I know no 
© of; which makes me imagine you had only 
© a Mind to try how far you could impoſe 
upon my Simplicity. You have indeed told 
© me over and over, that I was a Goddeſs, a 
© Venus, a Diana, a Grace, and I know not 
© what: but you never yet ſatisfied me, that 
© I am the Fineſt Woman you ever ſaw: and 
© I have ſo little Vanity, I had rather bloom 
© like a Virgin, than ſhine like a Star. 


I am, S1 R, 


Tour very Humble Servant, 8c: 
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Tux Concluſion of this whole Affair is, that 
Philander was no more admitted as a Lover ; 
and the main Obſtacle was, that the Lady's 
Relations could not perſwade her, he was a 
Chriſtian. | 


To this Piece of Hiſtory, I ſhall ſubjoin a 
Matrimonial Story in Low-Life, as it was told 
me by a Gentleman, whoſe Curioſity led him 
to be preſent at it. I remember (ſaid he) in 
my Youth, I happened to ramble, with a 
Friend, on Eaſter- Monday, into St. Pancras 
Church in the Fields; where a great many, 
whoſe Neceſſity puts them upon Frugality, are 

d at Under-Rates, and ſave the Expence 
of a Licence. We found the little Church 
crouded with Lovers. No Diſcontent ap- 
peared amongſt them, but what proceeded 
from an Impatience, that One Couple only 
could be marry'd at a Time. We obſerved, 
amongſt the Reſt, a plump, Black- eyed Dam- 
ſel, who tugged after her a baſhful young 
Fellow. She buſtled with him through the 
Crowd, and gained the Rails of the Commu. 
nion-Table, in Spight of Oppoſition. There 
is, it ſeems, a By-Law peculiar to this 
Church, by which every Couple, before the 

Ceremony begins, are required to lay down 
Half 


* 
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Half the Fees on the Book, and are allowed 
it for the Remainder, till the Service is 
Half over, The Bridegroom accordingly de- 
poſited one Moiety ; and the Doctor read 
away. When now, coming to his uſual Reſ- 
ting-Place, he made a full Stop. Whereupon 
the Clerk hinted to the young Man, that this 
was the Time to pay down the Remainder of 
the Dues. The poor Fellow was heavily diſ- 
may'd at this Demand, and ſearched his Poc- 
kets for what he knew was not to be found. 
At laſt he whiſpered the Bride, and ſhe an- 
ſwered him only with a dejected Countenance. 
There was a profound Silence for ſome Mi- 
nutes, till they were told, nothing farther 
could be done unleſs the Reſidue was forth- 
coming. What could they do in theſe Neu- 
tral Circumſtances, half marry'd, and half un- 
marry'd? The Woman, who firſt recovered 
her Confuſion, faid, Pray, Sir, marry us as 
much as you can afford for that Money? to 
which he reply'd, He had gone to the utmoſt 
Syllable. Upon this, after a little Pauſe, ſhe 
unty'd her Shoe, and pulled out Three Shil- 
lings and Nine Pence, (a hidden Reſerve for 
Pin-Money) and with a deep Sigh laid it upon 
the Book: and ſo the ſuſpended Nuptials 
were perfected, 


A rw 
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Ax Lines more will ſerve to diſpatch 
another little Marriage Incident, and to diſen- 
age me from my Promiſe. When the Lady 
Buy Modiſb was to be marry d to Sir Thomas 
Truby, the came to Church with a Kind of a 
Non: juring Scruple upon her Conſcience. This 
appeared, when ſhe was to repeat the Word 
Obey: Here her Voice failed on a ſuddain. 
The Miniſter inſiſted upon her Speaking out: 
but ſhe continued Mute; and all was at a 
Stand. Hereupon Sir Thomas, with great Pre- 
ſence of Mind, whiſpered the Miniſter to go 
on; ſaying, Leave that Punctilio to me; 1 
1 paſs my Word for the Lady's Orthodoxy. 
| And accordingly the Knight made her ſenſi- 
| ble, upon every Diſpute, that his Honour was 
engaged for her Obedience, 
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WOE GrnTLEMAN ase o un 
by A Bath, to give him my unprejudiced 
2 AS Thoughts of James Shepbeard; and 
; 7 do know, whether I approve of his 
Execution. There have been ſo many of my. 
Fellow - Subjects impoſed upon in this Affair, 
that my more ſerious Readers will not be 
diſpleaſed, if I give my Anſwer a Place in 
this Paper; eſpecially confideting, that it js a. 
Work of Humanity to endeavour to unde- 
ceive People in ſo fatal and dangerous an 


Errour. 


S 7 R. Adril 16. 1718. 
1 T is no wonder, that in your Parts you are 
perplexed with ſuch extravagant Stories 

and idle Diſputes concerning Shepheard, who 
* Was 
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was executed for High Treaſon at Burn, ou 
the 17th paſt ; ſince Numbers, who were 
preſent at his s Tryal and Execution (not ex- 
cepting our News-Writers and Garret-Stateſ- 
men) have not been able to agree about him. 
You are pleaſed to have Recourſe to me for 
ſome Account of him ; as well for your own 
private Satisfaction, as that of your Neigh- 
bours. 1 know, a great many have been art- 
fully drawn in not only tg#g&cuſe, but even to 
approve, this young Affa ffin, and to blame the 
Juſtice of the Government, Therefore have I 
choſen to ſend you my Anſwer in Print ; ho- 

ing (now the Hurry of the Diſcourſe is over) 
'that ſeveral over-haſty Logicians may, upon a 
little cool Reflection, be brought to reaſon like 
True Britont, and Proteſtants. 

James Shepheard's Account of himſelf is, 
That he. was under Eighteen Years of Age; 
That his Father dying when he was very. 
Young, his Uncle put fim to 4 Latin School 
in Salisbury; whete he continued about Three 
Years: That he was afterwards bound Appren- 
tice to a Coach-Paintet it the City of London z 
with. whom. he had lived about Fourteen 
Months, when, he was apprehended: That 
by reading certain Sermons, and other Books, 
* had 5 That He, whom, we call our 

King, 
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King, had no Right to the Crown of England; 
and ſo he was fully perfwaded, tliat the Kills 
ing of him would be a Good and Commenda- 
ble Action. And from that time (which is 
about Three Yeats ago) he had a mighty Im- 


pulſe upon his Heart, that He nruſt be the 

— rod who ſhould aſſaſſinate King George. 
This plain, ſhort Narrative of the Perſons 
the Crime, and his Inducements to it, will 
naturally furnifh every honeſt Man of Common 
Senſe with ſufficient Reaſons to vindicate thi 
Juſtice of the Government in this Affair, and 
to make him abhor the Wickedneſs of this 
Apprentice: Neverthelefs I ſhall give you the. 
Obſervations I have made upon the Whole. 
Ix the firſt Place then; Sbepbeard, ſrom 
the Hour in which he was firſt eme 

the time of his Tryal, his Condemnation; at 
his Execution, never once exptelſed the leaſt 
Abhorrence of his bloody Purpoſe, nor ſo 
much as offered to Petition for Mercy ; but 
ſtood out to the laſt in Defiance of the Dictates 
of Natural Reaſon, and the Laws of his Coun- 
trey; and, by this Obſtinacy, made it ptudenti- 
ally impracticable for the Government to par». 
don him: S0 that They, who have endeas 
voured to raiſe a ſeditious Compaſſion towards 
* in weak Minds, upon the Account of his 
D 2 Youth, 
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Youth, have in a great Meaſure transferred the 
Guilt of his Crime upon Themſelves: 
Secondly ; The Allowances, that may be 
= made for the Impulſes of Paſſion, and the Pre- 
| judices of a bad Education, can only place the 
| Perſon of the Criminal in a leſs odious Light 
in any one's private Judgment; but can no 


way influence thoſe Rules, by which the Ma- 
giſtrate is to proceed in the Puniſhment of the 
| Crime. For, ſince we cannot enter into the 
Heart of Man to diſcern the ſecret Springs of 
| Action; and ſince all criminal Actions are pu- 
| niſhable, in Society, only in Proportion to the 
A Injury the Publick may receive from them : 
It neceſlarily follows, that the Magiſtrate muſt 
judge according to Outward Appearances, and 
puniſh in Proportion to the Miſchief, Which 
might have enſued. 
Thirdly; This young Man: s Attem pt being 
ſo monſtrous, and ſo ſurprizing in all. its Cir- 
cumſtances, it was imagined at firſt, that he 
muſt be mad. But, upon an impartial Enqui- 
ry, there was not the leaſt Reaſon to judge ſo 
favourably of him, neither in the Time of his 
Apprenticeſhip, nor before, nor after, his Tri- 
al and Condemnation. His whole Conduct, 
Behaviour, and Diſcourſe, was uniform and 
conſiſtent; and never varied to the laſt, And 
| I dare. 
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I. dare ſay, his hopeful Confeſſour (though ie 


were to throw an Odium on the Govern- 
ment) cannot be brought to derogate in the 
leaſt from the Underſtanding of his Martyr. 
| Laſtly; It requires no deep Inſight into 
the Tempers of Men, and the Workings of 
extravagant Paſſions, to perceive, that the 
young Coach-Painter's Heart was ſo full of 
| Arrogance and Preſumption, and his Mind ſo 
vitiated with Enthuſiaſm, that, in all Probabi- 
lity, he would not have been a fit Meniber of 
Society under any Perſwaſion; nor à ſober, 
peaceable Subject under any King. What other 
Judgment can we form of a young Fellow, 
who Could declare after his Condemnation, 
That if it were in his Porter, be would ſtill 
kill Him, whom we own for our. King, or any 
Friends of his; and that, were the late Queen 
now alive, He would ill Her? This leads me 
to reflect upon the Wickedneſs of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who make it their Buſineſs to ſeduce: the 
inferiour People, and to fill the Heads of Arti- 
ſans, Journeymen and Apprentices, with idle 
Debates about Government, and the Rights 
of Princes, ta the Diſturbance of the Publick 
Peace, and the Ruin of their poor Diſciples. 
An honeſt Man ſhould look upon them with 
the ſame Deteſtation, as if they went about 
D 3 0 
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to fell deadly Drugs, to the Ignorant, for Me» 
dicines, or to poiſon Rivers in their Sources. 

From theſe Obfervations, every unprejudiced 
Perſon may be ſatisfy d, that this preſumpty- 
ous Wretch highly merited the Sentence pro- 
nounced upon him by Law; and that his own 
Wilfulneſs made it neceſſary to put that Sen- 
tence in Execution. Howeyer, to remove 
every Errour, relating to this poor Traitour, 
which crafty Men have been induſtriaus ta 
propagate amongſt the Ignorant and the Cre- 
dulous, it will be requiſite I thould add two 
Remarks more, - 

Let it be granted then, that Sbepbeard . 
chearfully, and that his Spirit was not in tbe 
leaſt troubled, from his Condemnation to his 
Execution. This can only prove at moſt, that 
his Deluſion was very powerful, and that his 
natural Temper perhaps was not fearful. For, 
if once we begin to make Inferences in Fa- 
vour of a Cauſe from the Behaviour of the 
Perſons, wha ſuffer in it, and not from the 
Principles of Reaſon ; the natural Concluſion 
will be, that there can be no ſuch thing as a 
Bad Cauſe; ſince every Perſwaſion, and every 
Religion, has its Martyrs. 


. The 
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The next Thing, I am to animadvert upon, 
is a filly, treaſonable Paper, which you ſay 
you have ſeen, and is handed about for Shep- 
card's Speech. I muſt inform you, That 
Paper is not of his compoſing ; and that, if he 
had been left to himſelf, he was able to give 
the World a more ſenſible, though perhaps not 
leſs feditious, Piece of Writing. In a Word, 
That Paper was impoſed upon him by ſome, 
8 had taken his Conſcience into their Keep- 
: And of the Trath of This, there are 
legal and ſubſtantial Proofs, . This Abuſe. of 
Dying Speeches will always have the intended 
Effect upon the unthinking Populace, and has 
of late been practiced with too much Succeſs ; 
which is a faffcient Reaſon, why the Governs 
ment ſhould not indulge their Enemies in this 
ſpecious Ioftance of Malice. 

I hall conclude with adviſing the 
Men not to propoſe the wild Eackofickn a 
this unfortunate Palitician for their mitation, | 
nor to miſemploy their Leiſure in reading the 
trifling Papers, which are hawked about, of 
him: But rather ta peruſe the Hiſtory of the 
Renowned Proteſtant London Apprentice, who 
flouriſhed in the Reign of Queen Elizabzth, 


and performed, ſuch furprizing Atchievements 
N 4 3 
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amongſt the Infidels, for the Honour of his 
Queen and Country. 


I am, SIR, 
Tour moſt humble Servant, 
The FAEE-THINKER. 


NA A 
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Ne g. Monday, Apr. 21. 1718. 


U pueris olim dant cruſtula blandi = 
Dogtores, elementa velint ut diſcere prima. Hors 
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N MUST here return my Thanks 

D for the Letters I have received 
45 757 Fx from both the Univerſities, which 
aas One very juſtly obſerves) were 
founded to be the Nurſeries of Free-Thinkers 
in Arts and Sciences. I muſt likewiſe take 
Notice, that amongſt my Correſpondents of 
Both Sexes, ſome have intimated to Me, not 
to be too much a Politician, nor a Philoſo- 


pher; but to give Encouragement to the Mu- 
ſes, 
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ſes, and not to neglect the Men of polite Gal- 
lantry. Mr. Townley ſays, that my Paper 
| ſhould be like an Elegant Feaſt, where every 
Gueſt may find his Palate gratify'd, in his 
Turn: That there are a great many, who can 
neither relliſh, nor digeſt, ſubſtantial Diſhes ; 
and prefer a Frigacy, or Ragouſt, to a Surloin 
of Beef, or a Haunch of Veniſon : That the 
Women will never think an Entertainment 
compleat, without a Deſert; and that he 
knows a ſlender Virgin, who prefers a whipt 
Syllabub to a Quail, or an Ortolan. ; 

Therefore to compremiſe this Affair equita- 
bly, and to anſwer the Publick ExpeRation in 
the moſt ſatisfactory Manner, I ſhall not ſuffer 
the Great Deſign, which the Title of the Pa- 
per promiſes, to cool: And J hope my Readers, 
of a more robuſt and manly Underſtanding, 
will allow me to have ſome Complaiſance for 
thoſe of a more delicate Cqmplexion ; who, 
by Degrees, may gather more Strength of 
Mind, and come ta delight in ſolid 1 2 
ments. After theſe Conſiderations, I am apt 
to believe, the following Verſes will not he 
unacceptable ; to which it will be neceſſury 1 
ſhould prefix this 12 Epiſtle. 


To 


* 
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To te FRE E-THIN X ER. 


S IR, 

0 JELY will be ſurprized, that any one 
bn ſhould ſend you a Piece of Poetry, 
© which is not Half finiſhed. I am aſhamed 
© to tell you, it has long lain buried in my 
© Scritore, in this Condition ; and were it not 
© for the Importunity of two impatient La- 
© dies, you had not received it, till I had Lei- 
© fure and Inclination to tell my Story out. In 
© the mean Time, to give ſome Light into my 
© Deſign, I need not inform you, that Iſland, 
© or kceland, has been conjectured to be the 
© Remote Thule of the Ancients ; which I ſup- 
© poſe to have taken its Name from the 
© Nymph in my Poem, whom I intend to 
© tranſplant thither from Cyprus, before I have 
© done with her, This Reginning of the Fable 
© will, at leaſt, awaken. the Curioſity of your 
© Female Readers; and by that Means, I be- 
© lieve, do you no Diſſervice: And I can aſſure 
© them, I ſhall not be eaſy till I have an Oppor- 
© tunity to oblige them with all 1 know rela- 
© ting to Thule. 


J am, SI R, 
One of your moſt Hearty Well-wiſhers, &c. 


* 
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F4 R Northward, as the Dane extends bis Say, 
here the Sun glances but a ſlopeing Ry; 

Beneath the ſharpeſi-Rigour of the Skies, 

Diſdainſul Thul wintry Iſland lies. 

Unhappy Maid! thy Tale, forgotten. long, 

Shall Virgins learn from my inſtruftive Song ; 

Aud every Youth, who lingers in Deſpair, 

By thy Example warn the cruel Fair, 


In Cyprus, Sacred to the Queen of Laus, 
(Where ſtands her Temple, and ber Myrtle Grove) 
Was Thule born; uncertain bow: I ſaid, | 

Once Venus won Adonis to. ber Bed; 
And pregnant grew: Fhe Birth ta Change of- 
fgn'd. 7 | 
In Woods, and. foſter d ly the feather'd Kind, © 
With Homers ſome fret the helpleſs Orphan 
round . ä | | 


With dm Moſs ſame ſpread the Carpet Ground; 
| Some 
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Some ripened Fruits, ſome fragrant Honey bring; 
And ſome fetch Water from the running Spring : 
While others warble from the Boughs, to cheer 
Their Infant Charge, and tune her tender Ear. 
Soon as the Sun forſakes the Evening Skies, 

And bid in Shades the gloomy Forreſt lies ; 

| The Nightingals their tuneful Vigil keep, 

And lull ber, with their gentler Strains, to Sleep, 


This the prevailing Rumour : As ſhe grew, 
No dubious Tokens ſpoke the Rumour true, 

In every forming Feature might be ſeen, 

Some bright Reſemblance of the Cyprian Queen: 
Nor was it hard the Hunter Touth to trace, 
Is all her early Paſfion for the Chace : 

And when, on ſpringing Flowers reclin'd, foe ſung, 
The Birds upon the bending Branches hung; 
Whike, warbling, ſhe expreſt their various Strains, 
And, at a Diſtance, charm'd the liſtening Swain: 
So ſaveet her Voice reſounded through the Wood, 
They * the Nynpb ſome Syren from the Plod. 
Half 
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Half Human thus by Lineage, half Divine, _ © 
In Forreſts, did the lonely Beauty ſhine; © 

Lite wood-land Flowers, that * the a ert 

Glades, 

And waſte their Sweets in unfrequented Sade. | 

No human Face ſbe ſaw; and rarely ſeen 

By human Face : a ſolitary Queen 9 

She ruled; and ranged her ſhady Empire round,” 

No Horn, the ſilent Huntreſs bears ; no Hound, 

With noiſy Gy, diſturis ber ſolemn Chace, ' 

Swiſt, as the bounding Stag, ſhe wings her Pace; 

And, bend when C'er ſhe will her Ebon Bow, 

A ſpeedy Death arreſts the flying Fe. 

The Bow, the Hunting Goddeſs firſt ſupply'd, Ts 

And Ivory Qui ver croſs her Shoulders 94 | 


The imperious Queen of Haden, with ve 85 
e, 
Beholds the "Hooming Virgin from the Sir, | 
Ait once admirer, and dreads, her growing Charms ; 

And ſees the God already in ber Arms, 


7 
a 
* p 
F 
1 
” 


Tm” 
6b The Fazt-Trinxek, N*%g 


His broken Vows, and bis clandeſtine Lover: 
Jove ſtill continues frail: And all in vain 

Does Thule in obſcureſt Shades remain; 

While Maja's Som, the Thunderer's winged Spy, 
Informs him, tybers the lurking Beauties lies 
What ſure Exprdient then ſhall juno find, 
To calm her Fears, and eaſe her boading Mind? 
Delays to jealous Minds a Torment prove; 

And Thult 1ipens every Day for Love. 

* She mounts her Cir, and ſhakes the filken Reins 
The harneſ#'d Peacacks ſpread their painted Trains, 
And ſmooth their gloſſy Necks againſt the Sun : 
The Wheels along the level Azure run. 
Eaſtward the Goddeſs guides her gaudy Team, 
And perſecti, as ſhe rider, hey forming Scheme. 

The various Orbs. now paſt, adown the Steep 

Of Heaven the Chariot whirl, and plunges deep 

Ii 
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by fung Claus, that der the Mid-land Main | 
Hang Pais d in Air, 10 bleſs the Iles with Rain, | ; 
And here the panting Birds repoſe a while : 


Not ſo their Qn; foe gains the A er | 
By ſpeedy Zephyrs born in thickned Air : 


Unſecn She ſeeks, unſeen ſhe Jas, the Fur. 8 


. Now, & «the Mownain Tops, the rug Son 
Shot purple Ray : Now Thule bad begun 
Her Morning Chace, and printed in the Deu h 
Her fleeting Steps. The Goddeſt uu pur, 
Now over-takes her, in the full Career ; | 
And flings a Javelin at the flying Deer. 
Amas 'd, the Vi rgin Huntreſs turns her Her; 3 
Wen Juno: (vow Diana in Diſguiſe), 
Let no vain Terrours diſcompoſe thy Mind : 
M ſecond. Viſu, like my firſt, is hind. 
Thy Tuory Qui ver, and ti Ebom Bow, 
Did not I give? Here ſudduin Bluſkes gb 
on Thult's-Cheeks : Her buſy Eyes ſurvey 
The Dreſs, the Creſcent ; and her Doubts give . 

I own 
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Town Thee, Goddeſs bright, the Amp replies 4 
Goddeſs, I own Thee, and thy Favours prize : 
Goddeſs of Woods, and Lawns, and level Plains, 
Heid in my Mind thine Image ſtill remains. = 


Then Juno : beauteous Ranger of the Grove, 
My darling Care, fair Object of my Love; 
Hither I come, urg'd by 10 trivial Fears, 
To guard thy _ and warn thy * Nor. 


d a) | e CI 1 8 
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3 . tont, redemant la baſſe Fs 
La libre Verite e toute mon _ BoiLgAv. 


pn, AVING, in the firſt Paper, re- 
2 1 trieved a very elegant, and perhaps 


8 C b ue nobleſt Expreſſion in the Eng- 
rea liſb Language, by reſtoring it to its 
proper Signification; and having ew, that 


every thing valuable in Life, is in effect the 
Reſult 
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Reſult of Free-Thinking: it is high Time 1 
ſhould now go on to cheriſh this glorious Prin- 
ciple in my Diſciples, and endeavour to ani- 
mate them to a frank, manly Exerciſe of theit 
Reaſon ; not only in Oppoſition to Thoſe, wha 
abuſe this Freedom, but to Thoſe likewiſe, 
who are induſtrious to ſuppreſs it. 
Therefore, to proceed methodically in an 
Affair of ſo great Importance; it will be neceſ- 
fary firſt to Prepare Men for Philoſophy, by 
recommending that Diſpoſition of Mind, which 
is requiſite to make us Think and Act like 
Rational Beings, to the utmoſt of our Capaci- 
ties. And it is to be hoped a Free People, 
ſince it lies in every Man's Power, will be am- 
bitious of acquiring this happy Diſpoſition : I 
mean a Willingneſs to be informed; which 
may, in time, kindle into a diſintereſted Love 
of Truth. _ £3 2 ET. 
The Mind of Man has naturally a ſtrong 
Tendency towards Truth, and as prevailing 
an Averſion to Falſehood. But ſo little Re- 
gard have the Generality to the Dignity and 
Excellency of their Nature, that inſtead of 
cheriſhing this Divine Iuſtinct, (if I may be 
allowed the Phraſe) they ſuffer it to languiſh 
and die: They learn by degrees to prevaricate 
with Themſelves; and, in time, to grow —_ 
E indif- 
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indifferent as to their Opinions of Things: 
Or, if upon any Occaſion they are earneſt and 
reſolute in their Notions, it is ſeldom from a 
Love to Truth, but from a Servitude to ſome 
over-ruling Paſſion, or Intereſt, Hence it is 
that we have ſeen ſo many of our Countrey- 
men, whoſe Good Senſe is their greateſt Re- 
proach, contend ſo warmly, (in the Compaſs 
of a few Years) both for Maxims in Politicks, 
and for Doctrines in Religion, which are di- 
realy oppoſite. This brings to my Memory a 
remarkable Paſſage, I formerly met with in 
my Reading, of a celebrated Modern Philo- 
ſopher, whoſe Genius is deſervedly admired : 
I mean the famous Monſieur Deſcartes ; of 
| whom it is related, that when he firſt apply'd 
himſelf to draw up a Syſtem of Natural Phi- 
loſophy, he founded it upon the Doctrine of 
A Void; but a Friend informing him, that the 
Hypotheſis, he went upon, was very unfaſhion- 
able at Court; he immediately changed his 
Plan, and built his Syſtem upon the Suppoſi- 
tion of an entire Plenitude. 

It is therefore happy for Society in general, 
that from Age to Age, in ſeveral Countries, 
ſome Godlike Men, of an upright Spirit and 
a ſuperiour Capacity, have not only enlightned 
the World, but ſtood up manfully to bear 

Witneſs 
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Witneſs to Truth, through all Oppoſition and 
Difficulties, even to Death; otherwiſe Man- 
kind had long ago, in all Probability, been 
delivered up to Errour and Deluſion: In which 
deplorable Circumſtances, our peculiar Faculty 
of Reaſon had only ſerved to make us ſurpaſs 
the Wild Beaſts as much in every Inſtance of 
Fierceneſs and Cruelty, as. we excell them in 
the Powers of our Underſtanding. 
This Conſideration is ſufficient to warm a 
noble Heart with the Love. of Truth, and to 
raiſe the Mind to a Philoſophick Gallantry ; 
which is equally commendable in Both Sexes. 
This Paſſion in its full Vigour, (unlike to any 
other) inſtead of weakening, will add Strength 
to our Reaſon, and regulate and refine all our 
other Affections. It will conduct us to Wiſ⸗ 
dom and ſound Knowledge; and ſupport us in 
the Practice of the ſevereſt Vertues. To re- 
commend it yet farther ; It is not a tranſitory, 
periſhing Paſſion, implanted in us only to 
ſerve the Purpoſes of This Life: It is (in a 
more peculiar Senſe) an Intellectual Affection, 
which will accompany the Soul through every 
Change, and carry us from Knowledge to 
Knowledge, and from Perfection to Perfection, 
as long as we exiſt, Without it there can be 
no Vertue; and our Increaſe of a 
L 2 } 


* 
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and Application of Thought, will but render 
us more wicked: Inſomuch that a Man of 
Fine Parts, whoſe Heart is cold and indifferent 
to Truth, is the moſt pernicious, and (to an 
honeſt Man) the moſt contemptible Creature 
living. | 

While the Breaſts of my ingenuous Readers 
glow with theſe Sentiments, I have a favour- 
able Opportunity to ſuggeſt to them, That 
True Religion and Good Government are 
plauſibly undermined, not ſupported, by pro- 
pagating notorious Errours of any kind. Pious 
Frauds and Diſingenuous Politicks are not only 
unneceſſary, but detrimental to their pretended 
Purpoſes; and are a Proof of the Corruption, 
not the Wiſdom, of their firſt Inventers. Let 
Truth then remain ſacred. and inviolable, be 
the Conſequence what it will; ſince nothing, 
-but Confuſion and Immorality, can ſpring from 
Falſehood, in the End : Neither is there Any 
Thing in Life can pay the Price, to a generous 
Mind, of ſo much as conniving long at a groſs 
and pernicious Errour, or of giving up one 
great and ſublime Truth. 

Were I to collect the warm Expreſſions, and 
rapturous Sentences, ſcattered through the 
Writings of the Ancient Philoſophers in Prgiſe 
of Truth, I could furniſh out a Paper might 

juſtly 


. 


No 10 The FREP-TnIx KER. 69 


juſtly put Numbers of Chriſtians to the Bluſh ; 
and (which is moſt aſtoniſhing!) They, who 
ſtand moſt in need of being ſo reprimanded, 
are the leaſt ignorant of thoſe Writings. I 
ſpeak not to the Vulgar, who are equally 
prone to follow any prevailing Example or 
Doctrine, whether Good or Bad; but to Thoſe, 
whoſe Education and r Endowments 
leave them Inexcuſable. | | 
The loweſt Degeneracy Man can fink into, 
is knowingly and deliberately. to inculcate Er- 
rours, or obſtruct the Progreſs of Truth: It i is 
putting People's Eyes out, in order. to 'make 
them fall foul on one another in the Dark. The 
Character is ſo profligate and abandoned, that 
the Free-Thinker will never fear to treat it, 
in his Lectures, with a bold Contempt. No 
Conſideration upon Earth can mitigate the 
Heinouſneſs of the Crime. What then ſhall 
we ſay to Men of Learning, who, when any 
Propoli ition is advanced, which they either 
Like or Diſlike, conſider not the Weight of 
the Argument, but their Regards for the Per- 
ſon, = enforces it e Let all Learning and all 
Knowledge periſh, rather than ſerve to So- 
phiſtry, and unſincere Deſigns; and let the 
Fre, Gallant Spirit proceed upon this Maxim: 


E 3 Thas 


— 
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That it is Glorious to ſtand by an Enemy in 
the Truth; and Inglorious to ſupport a Friend 
in a Falſhood. 


Ov - PIX ay IX My © of W 7 75 ; PF 
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 Reliqu ſun Epiſtolarum genera duo; que 


me magnopere deleftant : unum, familiare 6 jo- 


coſum ; alterum ſe verum & grave. 
7 CIcER. Epiſt. 


* * 


* — A... 


FIND I ſhall be obliged, from 
time to time, to ſet a Day apart to 
anſwer the Demands of my Friends 
upon me. Every Man in Buſineſs, 
and more eſpecially in a Publick Station, muſt 
have his Poſt-Days; and I have pitched upon 
This for my Firſt : Wherein 1 hope to be in- 
dulged at certain Times ; fince it will contri- 
bute to diverſify an Undertaking, which, pur- 
ſued without Interruption, would ſoon grow 


too ſerious for any but the Wiſe, who ſtand 


leaſt i in need of it. 
Letters 


* 


| W grey ſeem Impertima. 


your Con 
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Letters of every Kind come to my Office, 
both from Males, and Females; which I fort 
according to their different Complexions ; the 
Critical, and the Candid ; the Melancholy, 
and the Gay ; the Severe, and the Jocoſe : As 
they furniſh proper Hints, or give a fair Oc- 
caſion either to Divert, or Inſtruct, they are 
all welcome: Thoſe I am going now to 
produce, will be reliſhed beſt over a cheerful 
Cup of Tea, before any Accidents of the 
Day happen to untune the Mind, and make 


To the Autbow of the Fare Tunxrn. 


. | | April the 8th. 1718, 


$ there is no Subject can intereſt greater 
Numbers, than the Paſſion of Love; 

ſo 1 hope = will not think it unworthy 

deration. It is what all 

© Readers either have been, or will be, con- 
© cetned in, fooner of later. Give it thete- 
© fore a Shate in your Papers, and direct each 
Sex, and every Age, to manage this prevail- 
© ing Inelination of the Soul with Elegancy. 
©-It is a Matter of the greateſt Importance to 


2 and by taking it into your Care, 


"FF _ *you 
LP 


% 


7: The FREE-THINKER, No 11. 


* you will, in a very particular Manner, 
* oblige, | 
S I R, 


Tour very Humble 
3 Servant and Admirer, 
*M PHILOGYNUS. 


Tunis Gentleman's Requeſt is eſſential to 
the Deſign I have taken in hand. In the Run of 
my Diſcourſes, the ſeveral Paſſions will come. 
under my Pen; ſince they are ſo many Ob- 
ſtructions to Free- Thinking, when not duly 
managed. Love does, more peculiarly, re- 
quire the Attention of a Philoſopher ; not 
only as it is the Paſſion can leaſt be ſpared in 
Life, but as it is ſubject to more Excellencies, 
and greater ORs then any other Aﬀec- 
tion. 


Mr. 3 © Aprilin. 1718. 


441 you a ſmall Piece of Intelligence, 
which may ſerve for a ludicrous Inſtance 
« of the Perverſeneſ; of Age, and the Pertneſs 
of Youth. As I was fitting in a remote Cor- 
© ner of a Coffee-Room, ( frequented by a 
: Medly of Politicians, Brokers, and Stock- 


. 
4 © Jobbers ) 
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| © Jobbers) a young mercurial Spark, who had 
Something more Looſe, than Free, in his Be- 
© haviour, ruſhed in through the Company, 
© and with Eagerneſs catched up your Lecture 
© upon Curioſity ; which he read with ſo much 
; Volubility and Vehemence, that he drew 
« every one's Eyes upon him. In the Interim 
came in an old grave Gentleman, who ſup- 
© poling it to be the News of the Day, deſired 
© him not to gallop on fo faſt. The Youth 
© abated of his Speed, and proceeded with a 
© more deliberate Accent, to the Satisfaction 
© of the Hearers; till he came to the Paſſage 
© of Eudoxus, wiſhing to approach the Sun. 
© Here he fired at once; ſwore, That ſame 
© Eudoxus was a Madman; threw: down the 
paper; and pinched his Hat into the Furious 
© Cock. The Old Gentleman, who was not 
< pleaſed: with having his Attention diſturbed 
© by this Striplin's Vivacity, made anſwer ; No 
Child: He was only Impetuous after Know- 
© ledge. The Youth went off with a. Strut; 
© and the Old Gentleman, putting on his Spe- 
© acles, took up the Paper, and read to the 
© End with a viſible Pleaſure. But turning it 
© oyer, to know the Authour, who had af- | 
© forded him ſo much Satisfaction, he was 
© Thunder-ſtruck at the Title: an 
T * ; 4. 
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© he laid it aſide in a Pet, and muttered to 
© himſelf, Is this a Time of _ for Free- 


© Thinkers ! 
T am, SIR, 


BATHYLLUS. 


To the FREE-THINKER. 


5 April 5. 1718. 
HE Deſign of your Paper, as I take it, 
1 is to anſwer any Difficulties, which 
© may riſe in the Mind, as well as to free it 
from. Errours. This has induced me to ap- 
© ply to you for a Solution of the following 
© Perplexity. Is it to gratify her Vanity, or 
© Curioſity, that Lavinia waſtes moſt of her 
* waking Hours at her- Glaſs ? I ſhould be apt 
to impute it to the Former; were it hot 
©, that, after all her great Care, and no leſs 
C Skill, in Dreſs, the favours the Pretenſions 
© of a fair Youth, much below her high Birth, 
Fortune, and Deſert. Your Anſwer will 
_ ©. oblige, and may be of Service to, your un- 
© known Correſpondent, 
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_ I yeRCE1vE the ingenious Enquirer is incli- 
nable to excuſe Lavima's Vanity, and rather 


to ſuſpect her Curioſity : In which Opinion i 


am willing to concur ; influenced by the fol- 
lowing Reflection. It is an old Obſervation, 
that in Spight of Looking-Glaſſes, we retain 
but a very imperfe& Image of our own Re- 
ſemblance. Every one's Face is, in a manner, 
new to him always; and would be ſo, though he 
lived in a Room pannelled with Glaſs. But a 
beautiful young Lady has ſomething more yet 
to excite her Curioſity from day to day. She 
will watch her Face as diligently, as a Floriſt 
does a Bed of Flowers in the Spring : She 
will be impatient every Morning, to enquire 
of her Glaſs, how her Charms thrive ; what 
new Beauty begins to diſcloſe it ſelf ; how 
this Lineament opens, and that Feature ri- 
pens, till the whole Countenance is in full 
Bloom. But, without Doubt, there is a 
Mixture of Vanity in all This Curioſity ; and 
J would adviſe Lavinia not to conſult her 
flattering Oracle tao much, if ſhe intends to 
be Wiſe; for in this Manner the more the 

Studies, the leſs ſhe will know her ſelf. 
Inos to be at Leiſure this Day Sennight 
to reconcile my ſelf to Three Virgins, whoſe 
good-natured Reſentments have touched me 
very 
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very ſenſibly ; and I flatter my felf, they will 
be convinced thereof, when I come to anſwer 
their Letter, which I am ſorry I have not 
Room to do fully in this Paper. 


re 12. Friday, May. | 1718. 


U, fi i occupati profuimur aliquid civibus no- 
firis, gone etiam, ſi poſſumus, otioſi. 
CiIic ER. Tuſc. Quel. 


E BreesT inks has +05 Bip 
ſignedly, put off his going to 
717 Court; for which He has been 
bdblamed by Many : But then, They 
are e All Perſons, who have no Buſineſs there 
Themſelves. Nevertheleſs, to-let bis Fellow- 
Subjects ſee, that He is ambitious: of acquit- 
ting Himſelf to all Intents and Purpoſes like 
an Honeſt Bold Briton, He will venture to 
ſpeak to the Great Men, upon proper. Occa- 
fions, in Plain Engliſh ; though he knows it to 
be a Languege as unfaſhionable, as Wild Iriſh, 
The 
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The Burſting of a Bomb in a Crowd is not 
more alarming, than the Diſcharging of a 
Truth among modern Stateſmen. | 
A PRriNct, more eſpecially in a Free 
Countrey, can never want Men of ſufficient 
Accompliſhments and Capacity to ſerve him; 
but he will very rarely find One true Free- 
Thinker amongſt them. The Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe the Underſtandings of Courtiers are en- 
flaved, and perpetually employed in Journey-" 
work under their Paſſions; which is viſible 
even to Men of Leſs Abilities, who are By- 
ſtanders, and no my concerned in Court-In- 
trigues. ö 

Great Ma giſtrates * Miniſters of State, 
under every Form of. Government, deſervedly 
draw upon Themſelves the higheſt Venera- 
tion, or the utmoſt Contempt, of all good 
Men; fince they are either Guardians, or Be- 
trayers, of the Community: Upon which Ac- 
count, not only their Corruption, but even 
their Negligence, or Inability, is juſtly to be 
imputed to Them as a Crime. This Conſide- 
ration ſhould make every Perſon of Integrity, 
very cautious in Soliciting, and even, of Ac- 
ceptipg, any Employment of Importance; 
ſince, from the Time He is once engaged in 


* the Publick bas a Right to require of him, 
not 
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not only to acquit himſelf handſomely in his 
Province; but likewiſe not to deſert his Poſt 
Improperly: And in Reality they, who an- 
ſwer our Expectations in the Firſt Point, ſel- 
dom fall ſhort in the Latter. 

The peculiar Infirmity of our Countreymen, | 
is an Impatience under Diſappointments, ac- 
company'd with diſproportioned Reſentments 
of Injuries : Both of which are equally perni- 
cious in a Magiſtrate, or a Stateſman ; who 
ſhould never avenge upon the Publick any 
Uneaſineſs, or Diſgrace, which proceeds not 
from the Publick. And ſuppoſing the Com- 
munity ſhould prove ungrateful to a Great 
Man ; even, in that Caſe, the True Patriot 
(influenced by Prudence, as well as Honour) 
will be fo far from contriving to bring his 
Countrey under any Difficulties, that he will 
not only deſire, but labour, to the utmoſt of 
his Power, and Credit, to prevent them. For 
the Man, who from any Provocation {hall at- 
tempt to prejudice his Countrey, acts with as 
little Conſideration (to ſay nothing of his Ver- 
tue) as the Perſon, who ſhould endeavour to 
infet the Air, which he is obliged to breathe 
in common with others. 

Wnar has been ſaid, is in order to intro- 
3 a few plain Conſiderations upon Retire- 

ment ; 


; + "nt 
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ment from Publick Employments. And 
though it is natural to ſuppoſe, that Perſons in 
High Stations will give little, or no, Atten- 
tion to a Diſcourſe of this Kind; yet, it may 
enable my Countreymen to judge impartial- 
ly of the Great Officers of State, who with- 
draw themſelves, at any Time, from their 
Poſts. Neither is it a Matter of ſmall Mo- 
ment to direct the Approbation, and the 
Cenſure, of a People equitably; fince it often 
has its due Weight, ſo as to be a ftrang Check 
upon the Conduct of their Superiours. 
The juſt Valuation of every Action riſes, or 
falls, in Proportion, to the Intrinfick Worth 
of the Circumſtances, and Motives, properly 
belonging to it: And if we could always pe- 
netrate into the latter, we ſhould ſeldom err 
in our Judgments of Men. This Truth, ne- 
vertheleſs, will lead us ſafely through the fol- 
lowing Concluſions, upon the preſent Sub- 


Firſt then; whoever by the Commands of 
his Prince, or by his own Solicitation, ſhall 
enter upon an Employment of a Publick Con- 
cern; and afterwards, out of Impatience, or 
Reſbaginent, preſſes to be diſmiſſed, deſerved- 
ly loſes a great Share of the Merit of his Ser- 
vices. But, in the next _— ; if any One 

throws 
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throws up his Employment, at an Improper 
Time, when he knows the Service of the So- 
ciety more immediately requires, he ſhould 
continue to act; he can have no farther Title 
to the Eſteem of his Fellow - Subjects. Laſtly, 
the Man, who quits the Publick Buſineſs in 
Diſguſt, upon a Preſumption, that it cannot 
be carried on without his Aſſiſtance; or, with 
an Intent to raiſe Diſtruſts, and Jealouſies, in 
the Minds of the People; or, that he may be 
more at Leiſure to embroil the Affairs of the 
Nation: This Politician will be ſo far from 
being thought a Patriot, by ſober Perſons, that 
they will conclude him to be a Weak E 
2s well as a Bad Subject. 
The Publick has a Right to demand the 
Service of every Member in the Society; 
which Right, in Kingly Governments, is ve- 
Ned in the Prince. But then, by reaſon of the 
Difference there is in the Nature of Offices, 
ſome being only for the Pleaſure of the Chief 
Magiſtrate, and others more particularly re- 
lating to the Publick ; the Obligation, which 
lies upon every Subject to undertake any Em- 
ployment, when commanded, varies : And 
hence it is, that every Man, whom the King 
appoints, is bound to ſerve as the Sheriff of a 
| * when at the fame time he may le- 


gally 
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gally refuſe to be Maſter of the Buck- 
Hounds. 

If therefore there is a Reaſon, i in Law: 1 to 
oblige a Man to enter upon an Office, 2 
ſame Reaſon is even of more Force, to 
oblige him to continue in it, ſo long as it {hall 
be judged proper for the Service of the Com- 
munity: And the conſtant Practice (at leaſt, 
for Form- ſake) of asking Leave to lay down, 
is an Acknowledgment of this Law, or Right, 
in the Prince. But though the King may grant 
his Leave to a Perſon to relinquiſh his Poſt, 
at a Time when it is highly improper to ask 
it; and though the Party, by ſuch Diſmiſſon, 
may be exempted from any Proſecution ; yet, 
; certainly, he is (in Common Senſe) as Crimi- 
nal in the Judgment of his Countreymen,, as 
if he had withdrawn himſelf without any ; 
Leave to warrant him. 5; 

1 cannot cloſe theſe General Reflections i in 
a more Inſtructive Manner, than by doing Ju- 
ſtice to the Conduct of NE ; who, 1 
wiſh, may be imitated as univerſally, as he is 


admired. Eunomius began to be conſpicuous 


ſoon after The Revalution. His natural Abi- 
lities, his Integrity, and his early. Knowledge 
in the Law, conf; pired to promote him be- 
times, to a Poſt, in which he had daily Op- 

* ry 
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portunities of indulging his Heart, in Two pre- 
vailing Inclinations; by relieving the Injured, 
45 a Magiſtrate; and ſerving his Countrey, as 

a Stateſman. In both Capacities, he has al- 
ways acted upon one uniform Principle, and 
never varied from Himſelf, through a Courſe 
of Years, in a Court, generally as various 
as the Climate. And, when at laſt, through 
long Fatigues, in a Multiplicity of Bulineſs, 
which impairs that Health it requires, he 
thought Himſelf entitled, by his Labours, to 
a Time of Reſt; he ſtill deferred his inten- 
ded Retirement, till he ſaw the Government 
ſecure at Home, and the King acknowledged, 
by Foreign Princes, as Arbiter of the Affairs 
of Europe. Neither does Eunomiis, diſchar- 
ged from the Weight of Buſineſs, cool in his 
AﬀeRions towards his Countrey, and his 
Prince ; or take up a Set of Notions now, 
concerning the Publick Good, different from 
Thoſe he entertained before: So that he has 
juſtly merited the Increaſe of Honours, with 
which the King has ennobled his Retire- 
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Mow fag? Per way 1 lens, denramgu 
uam, te, 

(Quando aliud mihi jam 22 nibil ipſa reliqui) 

Per connubia noſtra, per inceptos Hymengos ; © 725 

S bene quid de te merui, fuit aut tibi quicquam 

Dulce meum; miſerere domus labentis ; & iam, 

Oro, fi OM adhuc PRE locus, exue mentem. 


| | VI e. 
To Fe THINKER. 
SI R, * TY April 28, 1718. 


5 INC E you have taken the Paſſion 
3 © of Love under your Care, 1 
make no doubt but you will 


> © always ſhew a becoming Re- 
vc} — againſt the Perſons, who violate 
© all its moſt ſacred Ties. They, who ſet up 
for Intrigue and Gallantry, and glory in be- 
© traying Innocent Virgins, unexperienced. in 
the Wiles * Men, b bg 


— — — — = . 
— . 
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too ſeverely cenſured. I met very lately. 
with an Inſtance of this kind in a Lady; 


© who is rendered intirely miſerable by the 


© Perfidiouſneſs of her Lover. She is indeed 


© an Object of Compaſſion :' and, I hope, upon 
© ſeeing This in your Paper, the Man, who 


© has been the Cauſe of her Diſtreſs, may 


© relent, and not leave her deſtitute of every 
© Help and Comfort. Caliſta is the Name; 
© under which I ſhall conceal the Lady. Ca- 
© liſta is divinely handſome ; the Beauties of 
© her Perſon are every way compleat, and the 
© PerfeQions of her Mind are no leſs excel- 
© lent, She is by Birth a Woman of Quality : 
© She no ſooner arrived to Years of Maturity, 
© than a certain Gentleman found Acceſs to 
© her; and, by repeated Aſſurances of Love 
© and Conſtancy, prevailed upon her Innocence 
© too far. Caliſta told him, ſhe was ruined if 
© he proved falſe; that her Family would caſt 
© her off; and that ſhe ſhould be delivered up 


to Want and Infamy, the Moment He for- 
<©'fook her. He ſpared no Expence of Words 
© to convince her, that he was very ſenſible 
of his Obligations and of her Condition; 
© and prayed the ſevereſt Calamities might at- 


© tend him, if he falſified his Vows. For 


© ſome time, many fond Endearments paſſed 
Oy” 1 between 
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© between them; but at laſt the coldeſt Indif- 
© ference ſucceeded, when the charming Ca- 
c liſta Lay-in of her ſecond Child. The cruel 
* Man abandoned her at that Time to the ut- 
© moſt Miſery, and took to his Arms a mean, 
worthleſs Wretch, who was his Servant. 
Caliſtz, wounded to the Soul with his Ingra- 
titude, waſtes her Hours in Sighs, Tears, 
and Lamentations; and intends ſhortly to 
retire into ſome remote, ſolitary Place, 
where ſhe may indulge her Sorrows, and be 
at Liberty to grieve. The Barbarity of this 
Gentleman, and the Sufferings of this unfor- 
tunate Lady, cught to be made known, to 
prevent other Virgins from falling into the 
like Diſtreſs; which was one Motive, that 
induced me to communicate this to you. I 
earneſtly deſire you would animadvert upon 
it ſpeedily, in Pity to poor Caliſta, and all 
other unhappy Women; and you will in- 
8 finitely 1 * conſtant Reader, 


ST, 


T x15 melancholy Caſe of the Lady in the 
foregoing, Letter, is a ſevere Warning to the 
Credulity of the fairer, weaker Sex: And 
this plain Narration of Caliſia's cruel, inhu- 


man Uſage will, I hope, prove effectual to 
| Es + ſet 
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ſet ſeveral fond Maids upon their Guard, who 
rhaps even now ſtand upon the Brink of 
Ruin. Inſtead of adding Sorrow to the Afflic- 
ted, I wiſh The Free-Thinker could be ſo hap- 
py as to inſpire young Gentlemen with a true 
Senſe of Honour, and to perſwade them, that 
it is unmanly to the laſt Degree to take any 
Advantage of the Tenderneſs of Females, or 
to lay Plots to bring That Sex into Confuſion 
and Trouble, which was formed to ſoften all 
our Cares. Whoever Thinks Freely, muſt of 
neceſſity Think Honeſtly ; and declare upon 
the preſent Occaſion, that it is more baſe to 
wrong a Woman, than a Man; in as much as 
a Woman is in all Reſpects more Defenceleſs, 
and has little or no Power, either to repell or 

to avenge the Injuries, ſhe receives. | 
The Inhumanity of the Authour of Califta's 
Misfortunes is as diſhonourable, as the Perfidy 
of a great General would be, who, after a 
warm Siege, ſhould engage his Word to give a 
Town the kindeſt Treatment, upon Condition 
of a prompt Surrendry; and then upon their 
raſh Compliance ſhould put the Inhabitants to 
the Sword, only becauſe the Articles were not 
firſt interchanged in Form. Honour and Ho- 
neſty is ſeated in the Will: And the Man, who 
is juſt only ſo far as he is obliged by Law, can 
; no 
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no more be ſaid to be juſt, than an outragious 
Madman can be ſaid to be Tame, becauſe he 
is chained. Beſides theſe Conſiderations, this 
Gentleman's Conduct (if ſuch a one there be) 
may be compared to the Extravagancy of 4 
whimſical Lord, who was at the Pains and 
Coſt to nurſe up a delicious Tree in his Gar- 
den; and when he had gathered the Fruit and 
eat of it with Satisfaction, cut down the fair, 
* Trunk, to plant a Crabtree i in its 
e. 


MW. bank PH ried April 15. 1178 


WV ſuperannuated Virgins have taken 
great and juſt Offence at the Reflec- 


c tion caſt upon us in your Third Pa per; where- 
© in you ſay, We are Enemies to Free-Thinking, 

© and are Puniſhed for it with the Profoundef 
© Jonorauce of our Selves and Others. It was 
© certainly very impolitick in you to run the 
© hazard of diſobliging ſo formidable a Body of 
Females, upon your firſt ſetting out; elpe- 
© cially in a Diſcourſe addreſſed to our Sex, 
in order to beſpeak their Favour. _ 

« Your Flattery to the Young and Beautiful 
© is, indeed, very ſubtil and refined: Your 
© elegant Deſcription of a Fine Lady dreſſed 


* N. a Ball, and your informing them how 
F 4 deeply 


. 
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C deeply the Arts and Sciences are engaged i in 
© their Service, has undoubtedly made them 
in Love with Philoſophy : But that Point 
© being gained, we hope you will teach them 
to make a nobler Uſe of it. 

The Title of your Paper tranſported us; 


but when we were full of Expectations from 


© it as to our ſelves in particular, you touched 
© us in the moſt tender Point. For, you muſt 
© know, we imagine our ſelves to be the Freeſt 
© Thinkers of all the Petticoat Kind ; and that 
our being Old Maids, in Contradiction to the 
C Prevalency of Cuſtom, i is a ſufficient Proof 
© thereof: And it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
© that Perſons in a perfect State of Liberty, 
© and by their Years and Experience in no 
Danger of being enſlayed: by the falſe Ap- 

< pearances of Happineſs, which ſeduce green 
© Virgins, will continue your Diſciples to the 


© laſt, But, as a convincing Argument, that 
© we are ſtanch Free-Thinkers, after your own 


© Heart, and according to your own Words, 


6 Free from Prejudice and Paſſion ; We remain 


© your conſtant Readers, notwithſtanding your 


C harſh Treatment of us. We admire and 
© applaud your generous Attempt to reform 


© both Sexes, at the ſame time that you en- 
c ' tertain them in the moſt agreeable manner. 
© Neither 


- 
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8 Neither ſnould we have given our ſelves the 
Trouble to rectify your Opinion of Us, did 
not your Writings ſpeak your Worth ; and 

© jt is the Eſteem of Philoſophers alone we 
© covet. We are perſwaded, you will act 
© agreeably to the Character you have taken 
upon you, and not be aſhamed to retract the 
© erroneous Judgment you have been pleaſed 


© to publiſh of N Virgins; in which 


6 158 are 


m Humble Servants, | 


PRUDENCE., Trarmnacr. Par: ENCE. 


I woud propoſe he Candour of theſe. 


Matron-like Maidens to the Imitation of all my 


Female Diſciples; and hope They will learn 
by their Example to reſent with Temper, and 


always remember to have ſome Wit in their 


Anger. 1 am obliged to them for giving me 
an Opportunity to ſhew how ready I am to 
retract an Errour, eſpecially when it happens 
to be ſo much to my own Advantage. I muſt 
confeſs, I thought all Perſons obſtinate in Vir- 


ginity, were rather Refractory than Wile : 


Whereas I find, theſe Ladies are only averſe 


to Confinement of every Kind; and, rejecting 


the 
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the Courtſhip of Men, are wedded to Philo- 
ſopby ; which is indeed the molt perfect State 
of Freedom. 

I have always intended, i in the Progreſs of 
this Paper, to throw out proper Leſſons of 
Philoſophy to the Fair Sex, and to allure the 
Inconſiderate by Degrees to a polite Feminine 
Vertue. But, as the Free-Thinker will on 
the one Hand take a favourable Opportu- 
nity to admoniſh them againſt the Innovation 
of Maſquerades, and all Exceſſes of Gaiety ; 
ſo on the other Hand, he will not forfeit his 
Character by turning a Cynick, nor attempt to 
Reform them into Qyakeriſm. As for Aurelia, 
I can aſſure my ſage Virgins, that ſhe not only 
Dreſſes, but Thinks above the Vulgar ; and is 
as refined in her Notions, as ſhe is elegant in 
her Apparel. She acts in every Circumſtance 
as becomes a Lady of her Fortune and Quali- 
ty; and, were ſhe to be reduced to a Stuff 
Gown to Morrow, could part with all her 
_ _ Brocades, without a 0 | 
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dicerem. Nn enim poſſum nom cupere verum in- 
wVenire, cum gaudeam, fi ſimile veri quid invent- 
rim? Sed, ut hoc pulcherrimum eſſe judicem, vera 
e Ae, pro veris He projers falſa, turpiſſimum. 
Cre CER. * Qu. 


— >” —_— — — 


che Twenty Fiſch paſt I made 
#5] 0 eB anEffaytowards inſpiring myCoun- 
io with the Love of Truth: 
and as the Sentiments, I then de- 
livered, were the Dictates of a Heart warm in 
its Wiſhes for the Welfare of Mankind, I may 
reaſonably imagine They made ſome Impreſſion 
upon my ingenuous Readers; if not ſtrong 
enough to put them all upon being active in 
the glorious Cauſe the Free- Thinker is engaged 


8 EY — n 


1 5 
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in, 
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in, yet ſufficient, I hope, to prevent their be- 
ing offended with any Truths he ſhall endea- 
vour to promote with Temper and Candour; 
and even to incline them, ſecretly at leaſt, to 
wiſh him Succeſs. But what was advanced at 
that Time being only in very General Terms, 
it will be requiſite to ſubjoyn ſomething more 
Particular upon the Subject; not only to ex- 
plain it farther, but likewiſe to compleat That 
Preparation of the Mind for Philoſophy, with. 
out which all my Labour muſt prove * 

fectual. 
It will not be to my pet to enter into 
Abſtracted Notions, or Metaphyſical Defini- 
tions upon the Preſent Occaſion ; and to puz- 
zle Men, who are ſeverally engaged i in the In- 
tereſts and Cares of Life, with the Subtilties 
of the Schools. That Method of Reaſoning 
(though it may have its Merit) is too Nice 
and Delicate for the Buſy World: And all 
Knowledge, more immediately uſeful to So- 
ciety, may with a little Pains be brought down 
to Common Senſe ; which is the only Learning, 
that will paſs current (like Silver and Gold) 
with Perſons of every Degree : Whereas the 
Scholaſtick Refinements may be compared to 
Jewels; proper only for a Few, and Thoſe of 
the Higheſt Rank. 


To 
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TO proceed then: In general, every Man 
may be ſaid to have his Mind rightly diſpoſed 
to Truth, when his Judgment of Things, or 
of Notions, does impartially reſult either from 
a due Conſideration of Them in all their Qua- 
lities and Circumſtances; or elſe from a juſt 
Compariſon of different Things or Notions 
one with the other. An unbiaſſed Under- 
ſtanding delights in Truth, and acquieſces in 
It with the ſame Complacency, as a good 
Conſcience rejoyces in Innocence and Vertue. 
Neither can the Upright Man any more har- 
bour a Wilful Errour in his Mind, or endea- 
vour to impoſe it upon Others, than he can 
cheriſh a Known Vice, and ſtrive to recom- 
mend and countenance it by his Example. 
Every Art and Science has its Set of Truths: 
And they have their proper Evidences; which, 
duluy attended to, carry with them a reaſonable 
Conviction, according to the Nature of the Sub- - 
jet. Of theſe Truths, ſome are in a manner 
Self-Evident ; and are therefore generally taken 
for granted; and delivered as Maxims, which 
demand our Aſſent without any Proof: Others 
ſtand in need of ſome ſhort Deduction of Rea- 
ſoning, before They can be received with Con- 
fidence : And Many require great Patience 
and Application of Thought, to purſue Them 
| through” 
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an intricate Maze of Arguments, and 
a long Chain of Conſequences, in orde 
make them manifeſt to our U INgs ; 
which nevertheleſs, in the End, claim as 
an Aſſent from us as the moſt evident Maxims. 
The different Kinds of Truths have all of 
them their Uſe; but they are not all of equal 
Importance to Society: And it is a great Un- 
happineſs, that we generally reaſon with the 
moſt Impartiality and greateſt Accuracy upon 
thoſe Topicks, which are of the leaſt Conſe- 
quence to. us, as Men. The Cauſe of this 
Misfortune is very obvious. The Prejudices, 
the Paſhons and the Intereſts of Men, are no 
way engaged in the Experiments of the Air- 
Pump, nor in adjuſting the Modes of Syllo- 
giſms, nor in ſettling the Doctrine of Trian- 
gles ; and therefore in theſe Kinds of Reaſon- 
ing we conſent to the Truth, as ſoon as we 
end it, without Reluctancy. 
Ask Thetfordivs, Whether the Three Angles 
400 Triangle are equal to Two Right Angles; 
and he will immediately reply in the Affirma- 
tive: Demand of him, whether Two Parallel 
Lines can ever meet in a Point; and he will 
anſwer, without Heſitation, in the Negative. 
But after This, if you happen to try him upon 
— Propoſitions, full as evident as the 
| | other; 


' conceal from others. This thorough Inſight 
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other; and ask him (for Inſtance) whether 
the People are formed into Society for the 
_ Pleaſure of the Chief Magiſtrate, or for their 
own Happineſs, and the Magiſtrate conſequent» 
ly fet up for the Good of the People; and 
whether a Tyrant, who breaks through the 
Fundamental Laws of the Land, and invades 
the Property of a People, does not, upon his 
Perſeverance in ſuch Proceedings, , forfeit all 
his Right to their Allegiance: I ſay, put theſe 
plain Queſtions to him; and inſtead of making 
a Direct Anſwer, Thetfordius will lead you a 
Dance through an endleſs Labyrinth of 'Sophis 
ſtry, and dive often out of Sight into ſo many 
Subterfages, that you perceive all the while 
he is not ignorant of the Truth; but partly 
afraid and partly aſhamed to acknowledge the 
Conviction, he feels himſelf, and would fain 


into the Man, from ſeveral Openings of che 
ſame Nature, makes me diſeſteem him: He is 
to me a ſolemn Cheat; a Scholaſtick Fugler, 
who plays his Legerdemain Tricks to Hllogivr 
the Ignorant- out of their Underſtanding and 
their Senſes : And notwithſtanding he is cool 
in his Temper, ſober in his Converſation, re- 
gular in his Way of Living, and catries a Fair 
: —— he is at the Core, and his Soul 

is Diſhoneſt. On 


= 
vw 
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On the other Hand, I am charmed with the 


Candour of Euphronizs. He reaſons upon the 
Truths of Religion, of Morality, and the Prin- 
ciples of Government, with the ſame equitable 
Temper, as if his Thoughts were employed 
upon a Problem in Mathematicks. And when 

upon an intricate Debate, he ſums up his Con- 
cluſions, he does it with the Exactneſs and In- 
tegrity of a fair- dealing, honourable Merchant; 
who ſettles a perplexed Accompt, without 
once reflecting whether he is to remain Debtor, 
or Creditor, upon the Ballance. But then, 
though he is equally Cool and Diſintereſted in 
examining Truths of every Kind; he is not 
alike Indifferent about the Succeſs of them. 
He can with Patience leave it to Time and 
farther Experience to rectify a Miſtake in Na- 
tural Philoſophy ; but, when he ſees a Groſs 


and Fundamental Errour propagated, in Reli- + 


gion or Politicks, his Love of Truth and Be- 
nevolence to Mankind animate him to enter 
the Liſts; and rather than ſtand by tamely, 
and ſee pernicious Falſhoods triumph, he will 


combat ſingly againſt a pn Hoſt of Ad- 


ies. 

It is greatly to be lamented, that we have 
but Few Perſons to whom this Character can 
be applied. But Theſe are the Men, O Bri- 
eee 
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tain. Thou ſhouldeſt chejiſh'! Theſe are the 


Heroes reſerved to ſave Thee in theſe the 55 


Days of thy Degeneracy; at a Time, when 
the Man of a Publick Spirit is almoſt become 
a Publick Offence : For it is not the Multitude 
alone, who rife up againſt Truth but Many 
of Note ſet themſelves at the Head of the Po- 
pulace, and lead them on in an Impious War- 
fare. And, if the Generation, now ſhooting 
up into Manhood, does not improve upon the 

Age; We have, I fear, but very precarious 
Hopes of the Continuance of our Religion and 

our Liberties. | 
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. Hononr is like that glaſſy Bubble, 

. -Which finds Philoſophers ſuch Trouble : 

W hoſe leaſt Part crackt, the whole does 5 4 

Aud Wits are crackt to find out why. 
HuD1BRAS, 


*PON a little ſober Reflection, 
it will appear, that the Benefits, 
hl which Society has received from 

ee nfluetice ef True Principles 
of Honour, 418 far mort of the Miſchiefs it 
has ſuffered from the Falſe Notions of Ho- 
nour. The Truth of this Obſervation is more 
notoriouſly evident, if we conſider the ſpeci- 
ous Practice of Duelling. Ever ſince this Go- 
thick Diſtinction of Bravery became Faſhion- 
able all over Europe, for one Gentleman, who 
has voluntarily expoſed his Life in the De- 


_ . fence of his Countrey, or any commendable 


Cauſe, Hundreds of miſtaken Gallant Spirits 
have 
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have ſacrificed Themſelves, 204 their Families, 
to trifling Reſentments, and ſuddain Guſts of 
Paſſion. For this Reaſon, I intend, amongſt 
my other Lectures, to Diſcourſe at large up- 
on this Barbarous Cuſtom, in hopes to bring 
it into ſome Diſreputation: Or, if the Diſtri- 
buting of a Sheet of Paper through the Na- 
tion, may happily prove the Means of ſaving 
but one valuable Life, at any Time, I ſhall 
think I have employed the Labout of two or 
three Days to à very ſerious Purpaſe, But as 
Muſicians, before they begin to play, always 
flouriſh out ſome looſe Notes, in the * 
key, to awaken and prepare the Eaf; Fro 
at preſent, I ſhall only relate Two Stories; 
by way of Prelude to my future . 
tion. 

IW r, laſt Week, to drink my 
Tea, with a Gentleman, who is 3 
for diſtinguiſhing the True Honour, from the 
Falſe. Our Diſcourſe, in the Shiftings of it; 
veered about; at laſt, to the ridiculous Pun« 
ctiuidꝰ - of the Spaniards, and the Taliant 
when He embelliſhed the . wich the 
following Narration. 

Not long before 1 ibtutted into 
(ſaid he) Seignior Cumillo, and Sigur 
* two Floremine Nobles, being at the 

G 2 8 1105 
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no, (a Place of Nentatvous in Florence, much 
like White's Chocolate-Houſe) happened to be 
betrayed into a Warmth of Language, upon 
an Affair of no great Importance. One Word 


heated another; inſomuch, that the Expreſ- 


fions ſoon began to glow on either Side. Ca- 
mille, finding the Argument too hot for his 
Conſtitution, thought the readieſt Way to 
cool it, would be to give Aleſſandro a Box on 
the Ear. This prompt Expedient; according- 
ly, dif indeed quench the Debate: But then 
immediately the Swords, not only of the Diſ- 
putants, but of all the Noble Company, 
were drawn: Whereupon, think I, None ſo 
Backward to Fight, as They who are too For- 
ward, The Company (to do them Juſtice) 
were for preventing the Rage of Extempore 
Courage, in order to gain Time to ſettle the 
Forms of the Combat. Nevertheleſs, when 
the By-ſtanders perceived the Two Antago- 
niſts abate of their Fury, by this Interpoſition; 
the Friends,, on Both Sides, thought, they 
might mediate a Peace, with as much Eafe as 
a:Truce; and accommodate Matters ſo, as to 
prevent the Effuſion of Ancient Blood. Two 
Perſons, therefore, being firſt appointed to 
watch over Camillo, and Aleſſandro ; the Lear- 
ned Duellifts (fo they term the Men of Spe- 


| culative 
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culative Valour, skilled in Sword-Law) with 
drew to argue the Point. Theſe Caſuiſts, 
the more they debated, the more they en- 
tangled the Queſtion in Difficulties. Tbe 
Two Gentlemen being adjudged to be Per- 
ſons of extraordinary Birth, and conſequently 
Men of ſcrupulous Honour, a great man 
nice Salvo, and ſpecious Alternatives, were 
propoſed with much Civility, and rejected 
with as great Decorum. At laſt Hignior An- 
tonio, a Man of great Sagacity and Invention, 
applying himſelf to the Chairman, ſaid; That 
in his Opinion, a ſhort Memory was no more 
a Derogation to a Man of Honour, than to a 
Man of Wit: That therefore, if the Two 
Worthies could be prevailed upon, abſolute- 
ly to forget what had. paſt; all Difficulties 
might be adjuſted at once. This Propoſal 
was received with a general Applauſe; and 
He was inſtantly diſpatched to whiſper It to 
the Parties; who each of them ſeparately 
agreed to the Accommodation. This being 
reported to the Board, the Doors were thrown 
open: Whereupon Seignior Cumillo, and Seignzor 
Aleſſandro, advancing with equal Paces, en- 
tered with a Smile; and Camillo, addreſſiug 
Himſelf to the Company; ſaid; He was very 
ä much ſurprized at an idle Surmize, as if he 
5111 G 3 had 
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had been guilty of a Breach of Civility to- 
wards his worthy Friend, Signior Aleſſandro, 
by giving him a Box on the Ear: That he came 
there to right Himſelf, and declare, Upon bis 
Honour, that he did not remember any ſuch 
Accident. And truly, ſaid Signior Aleſſandro, 
J muſt do you the Juſtice, before this Honour- 
able Com pany, to declare likewiſe, that J 
know nothing of the Matter; who, you muſt 
own, could never, in an Inſtant, forget ſuch 
a particular Token, if I had received it. Thus 
they. Both ſtood acquitted ; and their Honours 
were ſet much upon a Level. 
| I coME now to a ſerious Story, which I 
1 learnt in my Travels, from a Perſon of Qua- 
| |  lity, in Savoy, who lived in the Court of 
| 
; 
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| * - France, when the Fact happened. In the moſt 
Flouriſhing Period of the Reign of Lewis the 
| Fourteenth, two Negroe Youths, the Sons of a 
Prince, being brought to the French Court, 
the King appointed a Jeſuit to inſtruct them in 
Letters, and in the Chriſtian Religion ; and 
gave, to each of them, a Commiſſion in his 
Guards. The Elder, who was remarkable 
for his Candour and Ingenulty, made great 
Improvements ; more particularly in the Doc- 
trines of Religion. A brutal Officer, upon 
-fome Diſpute; inſulted him with a Blow. 
The 
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The gallant Youth never ſo much as offered 
to reſent it. A Perſon, who was his Friend, 
took an Opportunity to talk with him, that 
Evening, alone, upon his Behaviour; which, 
he tol "him, was too tame, eſpecially in 4 
Soldier. Is there then, ſaid the Young Afri- 
can, one Reyelation for Soldiers, ang another 
for Merchants and Gownmen? The Good Fa- 
ther, to whom I owe all my Knowledge, has 
earneſtly inculcated Forgiveneſs of Injuries to 
me; aſſuring me, that a Chriſtian was by no 
Means to retaliate Abuſes of any Kind. The 
good Father, replied his Friend, may fit you 
for a Monaſtery, by his Leſſons ; but never for 
the Army 75 and the Rules of a Court. In a 
Calbnel to an Account, you will be branded 
with the Infamy of Cowardice, and have your 
Commiſſion taken from you. 1 would fain, 
anſwered the young Man, act conſiſtently in 
every Thing; but ſince you preſs me, with 
that regard to my Honour, which you have 


always ſheyn, I will wipe off {o foul a Stain; 
though I myſt gown, 1 oxjed in it before. 
Immediately upon this, deſired his Friend 
to go from him, and appoint the Aggreſſour 
to meet him early in the Morning. Accor- 
dingly, they met, and Fought ; and the brave 

G 4 Youth 
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Youth diſarmed his Adverſary, and forced him 
to ask his Pardon publickly. This done, the 
next Day he threw up his Commiſſion ; and 
deſired the King's Leave to return to his Fa- 
ther. At parting, he embraced his Brother, 
and his Friend, with Tears in his Eyes, ſay- 
ing; © He did not imagine the Chriſtians had 
« been ſuch unaccountable People; and that 
ce he could not apprehend their Faith was of 
ce any Uſe to them, if it did not influence 
« their Practice. In my Countrey, We think 
& it no Diſhonour to act according to the Prin- 
S ciples of our Religion, 

Tus Moral of this Story does not intimate 
to us, that we ſhould renounce our Chriſtia- 
nity, to ar an imaginary Honour ; but 
that we ſhould lay aſide Duelling, rather than 
forfeit our Title to Chriſtianity, 


* 
* * * 
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O miſetas en menteit | O pecrora cæcu! 
Qualibus in tentbris vitæ, me a periclis 
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r Tanorance be 10 Mother — Dei. 
74 To tion, what will become of the 
Learned Thus by coupling a 
.& 1185 ſhort Queſtion with a Proverb, 
which has long paſſed Current through the 
World, it immediately loſes its Force, and re- 
tains not the leaft Appearance of Truth; to 
recommend it. It is certain, that the Au- 
thour of this Saying could be no Free- Thin- 
ker; and J ſuſpect him to have been ſome 
crafty Pope, or at teaft a Jeſuit. Let us there- 
fore give this notable Proverb a right Caſt, by 
taking off the Fallacy; and circulate'it'a-freſh 
for the Uſe of Proteſtants thus: Ignorance is 
_ the Mother of Superſtition.” This Propoſition is 


as 
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as True, as the Other is Falſe : For a blind 
Worſhip, cannot properly be called Devotion, 
any more than 4 Blunder will be allowed to 
paſs for Wit. | 
The inferiour Herd ef People, even in the 
Politeſt Countries, are mere Indians in Com- 
pariſon : You may put them of with Shells, 
and Pebbles, or any Trumpery; and make 
them believe there is an Intrinſick Value in 
the moſt inconſiderable Baubles. But then, 
with the very ſame Pains we take to impoſe 
upon theſe Wretches, they may be taught to 
Gold ' from Droſs, Vertue from 
Vice, and Religion from Superſtition. Nay, 
the Mind of Man will be more eaſlly led into 
the Knowledge, and Apprehenſion, of plain 
ſimple Truths, than it can be brought to ac- 
quieſce i in perplexed, and ſpecious, Errours. 
It is therefore an unpardonable Crime, in the 
more Knowing, if upon any Occaſion, they 
make Uſe of their Learning to ſeduce the Ig- 
norant, and entice them through erogked By- 
Paths, out of the direct High-Road of Know- 
ledge. It is our peculiar Happineſs, that nei- 
ther the Laws of the Land, nor the Maxims 
of Chriſtianity, nor the Principles of the Re- 
formation, influence us in the leaſt to Practice 


ſo inhuman a Deceit upon any of our Fellow 
Creatures: : 
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Creatures: S0 that They, who amongſt us 
are Guilty of ſuch Baſeneſs, remain without 
Excuſe, And let me tell Honeſt Trinabantus, 
if the groſſer Underſtandings, who have lee 
or no Leiſure, and perhaps leſs. Inclinations 
to learn, are contented to take all their No- 
tions upon Truſt; He ſhould, at leaſt, give 
them Implicit Truths, ow OY to the 


. Soci | 
Talk with the 2 but Think with ts 
Wie ſays a grave Spaniard. This is the Pru- 
dence of a Slave; and may be allowed, upon 
the Principle of Self-Preſeryation, in a Coun- 
trey, where Tyranny and the | 
conſpire to make Reaſon a Capital Crime. 
But it would ſhew a Poor Spirit, either to te- 
commend or practice ſuch a ſervile Caution, 
in a Free Nation; ſince eyery Briton not only 
may, but has a Right to, Think Aloud, If, 
therefore, my old Acquaintance Trinahgutus 
has not the Courage to open his Mouth a- 
gainſt a Popular Errour ; let him, at leaſt, have 
the Paſſive Honeſty to be ſilent, and not ſtand 
up to gainſay the Truth, by the Hour. Let 
him not riſe, as it were, by Night, to ſow 
Tares in the Ground, where the good 'Hul- 
bandman has been at the Expence and La- 
bour 
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bour of ſowing Wheat, in the Heat of the 
Day. The Propagating of Errours, of Su- 
perſtitions, and vain” Fears, amongſt the Vul- 
gar, is by far a meaner Cheat, than * * ut- 
tering Baſe and Counterfeit Money. | 
Theſe Reflections roſe within me, bin 
Reading a late Article of News from Paris. 
A young Fellow, it ſeems, fell (there) from a 
Key into the River, and was drowned :. the 
Watermen could not find the Corpſe; in order 
to have it buried: Hereupon the afflicted 
Mother was adviſed, to ſtick a Conſecrated 
Candle in a Saint Nicholas Bun, and to ſet it 
afloat in a Wooden Bowl, with a Recommen- 
 datory Prayer to the Saint; being aſſured, that 
the Bowl would ſtop in the Current, and 
hover over the Dead Body. The Stream, ne- 
vertheleſs, bore the flaming Taper againſt a 
Boat laden with Hay: This occaſioned a Fire, 
which deſtroyed about Thirty-four: Houſes, 
| "beſides Shops; and might have been attended 
with more fatal ' Conſequences. I muſt ob- 
ſerve here, that Saint Nicholas is the great 
Patron of Mariners, and has done Wonders 
on Board many a Ship: But it would ſeem; as 
if he had not much Regard to Freſh- Water 
Men, and did not condeſcend to protect Bar- 
1 and Lighters, * much leſs to ſteer a 


Brown- 


Brown-Bowl upon a River. How far his Cre- - 
dit may have ſuffered by this Negligence, 1 
know not; but, if I —— adviſe the Pariſi- 
ans, they ſhould neyer truſt him with a Light: — 
ed Candle again. - 
There are two ſhort Paſſages in the Lets 


ters of Monſieur Patin, a noted Phyſician; for- 


merly living at Parit; in which he rallies the 


Superſtition of the People upon the Comet, 
which appeared in the Year Sixteen Hundred 


and Sixty Four. The Midnight Maſs (ſays he) 


has put the whole Town upon talking: of the Co- 
met; which every one, who had a Mind, has 
ſeen, . They will all take Colds by ſtanding in 
Crouds upon the New-Bridge by Three a Clock in 
' the Morning, to gaze at it; and afterwards will 
throw all the Blame upon the Comer. In another 
Letter he writes to his Friend; That there is a 
miſerable Quack, who (without having the | Fear 
of God, or of Men, before hit Exec) bas the Im- 
pudence to ſell publickl rr = . ny. 
Cometick Pills. 
We Proteſtants have our Follies ds Do- | 
tages, as well as the Papiſts. Not many 


Weeks paſt, a great many gay Ladies began 
to have very ſerious Thoughts, from the Ap- 
prehenſion of an approaching Comet, denoun- 
ced NO every Street, by the noiſy Haw - 
kers. 
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ers. And how many Female Hearts fainted 
under the late remarkable Eclipſe e And as for 
our People of the loweſt Rank, for want of 
due Care to inſtru& them, they are worſe 
than Hottentot f. Language, of a bad Kind, 
indeed, they have; their articulate Sounds be- 
ing, in a Manner, all Blaſphemy, and Billinſ- 
gute: Underſtanding too they have; but ſo 
perverted, that they would be more reaſona- 
ble Creatures, if they could exchange it for 
Inſtinct. | a 
There is no Doubt, but the Evils and Ab- 
furdities, ariſing from Ignorance and Superſti- 
tion, might in a great Meaſure be remedied 
if the Men of Genius and Learning, more 
eſpecially They, whoſe immediate Concern it 
- bught to be, would ſer about it in good Ear- 
neſt, As the Neceſſaries for Life and Health 
are but Few, and to- be purchaſed at eaſy 
Rates; ſo the Wiſdom and Knowledge, re- 
quiſite for the Welfare of Society, lies in a 
narrow Compaſs, and Level to very mean 
Capacities. Suppoſe ſome of the moſt fami- 
liar and evident Truths in Natural Philoſo- 
phy, particularly concerning Meteors, and the 
Sun, Moon, and Stars, which ſo much aſto- 
niſh and terrify the Vulgar ; and ſome of the 
plain, Fundamental Maxims of a Free Govern- 
' | ment; 
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ment; together with the moſt obvious and 
Practical Precepts of Religion and Morality ; 
ſuppoſe, 1 ſay, 4 little Parcel of ſuch Know- 
tedge were made up into Proverbs, to be ſcats 
tered amongſt the People, and inculcated to 
Children from their Infancy : I am perſwaded, 
. this Expedient alone ye? very much contti- 
bute to prevent, for the future, the great 
Scarcity of Common Senſe in Britain, as well 
as t6 diſpoſe the People to Vertye ; without 
Which we can never af continue a Wen 
ing Nation. 8 
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non tantum laudari ſe letatur, ſell addit ttiaih, 
d laudato vir, Cicrn. Epiſt. 
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* T is no ſmall Satisfaction to the 
be! Free - Thinker ; that through the 

BY Courſe of his Correſpondence, he 
= = receives Letters from ſeveral Parts, 
fore to applaud his 3 and ſome to en- 


courage 
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courage and confirm him in his Reſolutions. 
There are indeed, amongſt his Friends, thoſe 
who chide him a little, out of a laudable Im- 
patience in the Cauſe of Vertue, when he 
ives up a Paper wholly to the Diverſion of his 
23 Nevertheleſs it is his Opinion, that 
moderate Relaxations from Wiſdom and Phi- 
loſophy (like Play-Days in a great School) 
are equally requiſite to the Teacher and to 
the Diſciples. And as he has (by Nature) 
a competent Reſerve of Years to compleat his 
more ſerious Lectures in, before the Decline 
of Life overtakes him ; he chooſes to proceed 
leifarely,-and-inſenſibly to wear out the ſe- 
veral Prejudices of his Countreymen, 
I am pleaſed to find, that amongſt the 
young Gentlemen in both our Univerſities, 
there are ſome brave Engliſh Spirits, who grow 
up in a manly Freedom of Thought. In Ju- 
Kice therefore to them, as well as for 1 my own 
Credit, and at the ſame time to animate 
others by their Example, I ſhall * one of 
their Letters. 


Cambridge, 


we) The Fare THINKER. . 


Cambridge, Api: 11. nt 


Mr. FREE-THINKER, 


Deſire the Sym pathy of Aﬀe8tion, you 

| have raiſed in me towards you, may 
* my Excuſe for troubling you with This. 

© Whoever you are, ſuch manifeſt Indications 
© of a generous Mind appear in your Under- 
< raking, that every one ought to eſteem you, 
© as a Man of Publick Spirit and Sedate Cou- 
* rage ; ſince you not only contribute your 
© own Endeavours, but inſpire Others, to 
© reſcue Reaſon from Captivity, and to extri- 
_ © cate. Truth from the Snares of Sophiſtty. 
© Unleſs we employ our Capacity tò examine 
* freely into Things, in what da we excell 
© other Animals? He, that ſupinely acquieſces 
in Opinions, and reſts under every Notion 
© impoſed upon him from his Childhood, is 
© like a Perſon, Who lies motionleſs under a 
© Load of Lumber, which he has Strength 
© enough to ſhake off; and yer,” through Fear 
© or Lazineſs, never attempts to riſe; or elſe, 
© like a Sluggard, who chooſes to- dream away 
his Life in a Dungeon of Darkneſs, while 
the Gates lie open before him, and he might 
6 * Liberty and Day- Light, if he would 

H only 
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< only be at the Pains to get upon his 2 
and walk out. 

New Opinions at firſt meet with a cold 
© Reception, even amongſt Men of Letters; 
© and. yet, I doubt not, but by the Aſſiſtance 
of the True Free-Thinkers, many Propoſi- 
2 tions, which are at. preſent received as Axi- 
oms, will in time be rejected as Abſurdities. 
Let us not deſpond from the Prevalency of 
Authority: If we look back into Antiquity, 
; we ſhall. find, That Tyrant (though it has 

© often uſurped an Arbitrary Power over hu- 
man Underſtandings) has as often been de- 
© 4% Ariſtotle himſelt, who was the Grand 
onuarch in the World of Learning, and 
ole Word was a Law, has long ago been 
e forced to ſubmit to Reaſon. At the ſame 
© time, I am ſenſible, the Man, who will be 
: a bold Adyenturer after New Truths, or 
© riſe up to dethrone old Errours, will have 
the hard Fate to fall under the Cenſure of 
© Many ; and ſhould therefore ſtecl himſelf; 
: * before-hand, with Integrity, and learn to 

© contemn the Reproaches of the Malicious 


* and the Ignorant. I remain, SI R, 
Tour faithful Friend, 
©. and Wellwiſher, 

"4 Dy " "20 
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Tus are the Sentiments of an Honeſt 

Scholar, whoſe Studies will turn to the Advan- 
tage of his Countrey. And it were to be wiſh 


ed, that thoſe Students, whoſe Hearts are otler- 


wiſe diſpoſed, were employ'd in Work-Houſes 
to carry on our Manufactures, inſtead of abu- 
ſing their Leiſure over Books, in Colleges. 
When the Temper of a Man is baſe and diſin- 
genuous, the Happineſs of Society requires his 
Underſtar ſhould not be cultivated; and 
a liberal Education ſhould: weve de allowed 


to Slaves. 


5 The ſucceeding Epiile likewiſe r to 
me from the ſame Place; but upon a very dif- 
ferent Subject: And may very properly relieve 
the Gravity of the Former. | 


+$.ÞR; | Cambridge, May 3. 1718, 


rnd I am an utter Stranger 
l to you, yet I hope you will pardon me 
© when I tell you, that I have an Ambition to 
enter into a Correſpondence with you.; 

'© which, though it begins but oddly, may im- 
prove into ſomething more worthy your No- 
© tice, when I recover my Senſes. 

- © T have, Sir, for this Twelvemonth paſt, 


=M reſided i in this famous Nurſery of Learning; 
H 2 «* where. 
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© where with Pleaſure I have proceeded in an 


© uninterrupted Series of Pholoſophical, Claf- 
© fical; and Poetical Studies; when about Six 
Weeks ago, I was accidentally wounded by 
© a randome Glance from Angelica, which 


„(like a Sun-Beam from a Cloud) darted 
< from beneath a Patch at the Corner of her 


< Left Eye. From that Moment, I turned my 


Back upon the Nine Mules at once; and have 
made my Addreſſes wholly to her. I fear 
* the inhuman Coquette will be the Death of 
© me: I find by her Carriage ſhe has nothing 
© but Malice in her Heart, and ſtudies to kill 
© her Man, to compleat herſelf for a Toaſt. 
© I no ſooner begin my Complaints, than ſhe 
throws up her Head with a ſcornful Toſe, 
© and bids me be gone; then, becauſe I have 
© it not in my Power to vaniſh in an Inſtant, 
© ſhe riſes with a Stamp and a loud Crack of 
© her Fan, walks two or three Turns in a Fret 
© over the Floor, and taking her Hoop in one 
* Hand in a great Fury,. he ſqueezes ſidelong 
* through a Paſſage Two Yards wide. Imme- 
© diately after, her Maid trips in, and liſps 
© out to me, that her Lady is gone to Bed. 
© So I am forced to retire, wiſhing her the 
© ſweet Reſt, I cannot take. And whereas, 


« before this Misfortune, I was, ended a 
a 
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* good-natured Lad; now, through Rage and 
„ Deſpair, I knock down the Porter at the 
© College Gate, and TO. with my Chum 
every Night. 

Now, Sir, Angelica is very lovely, and 
© commands as many Caps as the Vice-Chan- 
* cellour. She has a lively brisk Air, a ready 
Wit, and dreſles to Perfection: So that no 
©. Body blames my Paſſion, while every one 
<. pities my Condition. I have read all the 
* Moraliſts about the Government of the Paſ- 
* ſions; and the more I read, the worſe I 
grow. My Phylician adviſes me to let 
© Blood, and live upon Lettice and Spring- 
Water. My Tutour adviſes me to go into 
the Countrey : But I will not ſtir, till I hear 
from you. Therefore, Dear Sir, I deſire 
© Your charitable Advice; and that you would 

- © be ſo kind as to let this Letter, with your: 
Reflections upon it, have a Place in your - þ 
©. Paper. Angelica perhaps (ſhe being your 
* conſtant Reader) may by this Means be in- J 
* clined to pity, SI R, | 


our meſt diſcenſolate, 
humble Servant, 


MISERABIL1S. 
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N. B. She talks French: Pray, Sir, do- 
you think it proper for me to learn. 


_ that Tongue 


R 


5 Unnaer Yourn, . 


-_ no Stranger to the Havock Love makes 
I in the Breaſt of a Student; and know with 
how much eaſe a Beauty may tyrannize at 
Cambridge. Therefore, whatever may be the 
Merits of Angelica, beware how you - make 
your ſelf and your Charmer miſerable, by preſ- 
ſing her to make you happy too Toon. To 
prevent This, I wiſh I could prevail with her 
to aſſure you, if you will have a reaſonable 
Degree of Patience, and goe on, like a good 
Boy, to mind your Studies, that ſhe will, all 
in due time, reward your Conſtancy. If this 
will not do; I adviſe you, by all Means to 
joyn your Phyſician's Preſcription to your Tu- 
tour's Counſel, in order to a more ſpeedy Cure: 
Or, if you can perſwade the Fair to leave the 
Town; a cooling Dyet and a Courſe of Ma- 
thematicks may reſtore. you to your ſelf. I 
am not of Opinion the French Tongue can be 
of any uſe. to you in the preſent Caſe : For, if 
your Paſſion encreaſes, you will ſoon be re- 

| duced. 
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duced-to Sighs, and think even the beſt Eng- 
I inſignificant. 1 am, SIR, 


Tour moſt falbſul Bind, 
and humble Servant. 


The Faen-TmINKeR, | 


*% L N | 
l U ON 


on; bub. Magn 1716. 


1 jd eſt, Fo aut invidet aut PTY 
CickR. Orat. 


+ 64 : IF 
Shane 4 + 


r requires the utmoſt Skitt in 
Free- Thinking, to be able to com- 
pare Things and Perſons together, 
in ſo judicious and equitable a 
Maar, as to ſhew the Advantages and Diſ- 
advantages, the Perfections and ImperfeRi- 
ons, the Beauties and the Blemiſhes, on beth" 
Sides; eſpecially, conſidering how difficult it 
is to preſeive a Neutrality of Judgment be- 
tween the contending Opinions of the Gene- 
rality of Men, wha upon every remarkable 
H 4 Occa- 
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Occaſion applaud and condemn in the Groſs, 
without Diſcernment. This Equality of 
Mind cannot be better illuſtrated, and recom- 
mended, than by giving an Example of it. 
And as I have not yet obliged the Men of 
Polite Letters, with any Critical Entertain- 
ment, I ſhall (for this Purpoſe) pitch upon a 
Compariſon made between the Two Diſcour- 
ſes of Monſieur de la Motte, and Madam Da- 
cier, upon the Works of Homer; ſince it is, 
fo one End to the other, full of Candour, 
as well as Penetration. It was compoled, 
when the Wits of Paris were in the Height of 
their Fury, on Both Sides of the Queſtion ; 
and (if we except what is ſaid in Favour of 
the French Language) may paſs for an unpre- 
judiced Compariſon. Beſides, the Perfor- 

mance is ſo conciſe and elegant, that it will 
be, at once, a Leſſon, and an Amuſement, to 


| the Ingenious, 


M* DA M Dacier has the Advantage in 

Point of Erudition; ſhe quotes a great 
Number of Authours, who, in different Ages, 
admired Homer: Monſieur de la Motte pre- 
tends to have the Advantage in Point of Rea- 
ſon; allowing no Appeal from that in Mat- 
ters of Wit and Genius. Madam Dacier is 
| "Wor 
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not for criticiſing upon an Authour, in whoſe 
Favour ſo many great Men have declared 
themſelves; and, if Religion were the Queſ- 
tion in Debate, ſhe would have the ſame Ad- 
vantage over Monſieur de la Motte, that the 
Catholiques have over the Proteſtants. Mon- 
ſieur de la Motte thinks it injurious to ſound 
Senſe, to admire any Thing upon the Autho- 
rity of another, which does not in its ſelf ap- 
pear worthy of Admiration. 

Madam Dacier, by writing with a great 
deal of Warmth againſt Monſieur de la Motte, 
has let flip ſome of thoſe Advantages, which 
from her Knowledge in the Greek Language, 
ſhe might have taken over her Adverſary: 
Monſieur de la Motte has, by his Moderation, 
made Repriſals upon Madam Dacter, for the 
Advantages he loſt by his Ignorance in 

CART -w ON 
I be Diſcourſe of Madam Dacter is more Sim- 
ple, and more Natural: That of Monſieur de la 
Motte is more Artful, and more Laboured. The 
one is crouded with Quotations ; and the other 
is filled with Reflections. Madam Dacter ſeems 
to have undertaken the Defence of Homer 
for no other Reaſon, but becauſe ſhe under- 
ſtands Greet: Monſieur de ta Motte ſeems to 
have attacked Homer, only becauſe he does 
220 155 * not 
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not underſtand the Language, in which that 
Poet writ. The Majority even of thoſe, 
who know nothing of Greek, have declared 
for Madam Dacier. There is but a ſmall- 
Number of Perſons, ſeveral of which do not 
underſtand Greek, who ſide with Monſieur de 
la Motte. It is equally ſurprizing, to ſee a La- 
dy take the Part of Homer, and a Member of 
the Academy attempt to bear him down. 
Madam Dacier does not gain ſo much Re- 
putation by defending Homer, as Monſieur de 
la Motte looſes by attacking him. The Seve- 
rity, which appears in the Diſcourſe of Ma- 
dam Dacier, makes one apt to ſuſpect, that 
ſhe has not advantageouſly ſupported a good 
Cauſe : the Politeneſs, which is viſible in the 
Diſcourſe of Monſieur de la Motte, makes one 
inclinable to wiſh, that he had undertaken a 
better Cauſe. 

Madam Dacier has raiſed her ſelf above her 
Sex; and by defending Homer, ſhe has perfor- 
med more than is expected from a — 
who is not ſuppoſed to enter into the Depth 
of Learning, nor to poſſeſs the Greek Lan- 
guage: Monſieur de la Motte, by falling upon 
Homer, has done an Injury to the Reputation 
he had, of being one of. the moſt learned Men 
in the Kingdom. 


1 
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Homer is not to be admired i in every Thing; 
and it had been more adviſeable in Madam 
Dacier to give him up in ſome Points, which 
the endeavours to juſtify. Homer is far from 
being ſo inconſiderable, as Monſieur de la 
Monte ſeems to inſinuate; and he might have 
attacked him with greater Succeſs, if he had 
known how to Value him more. 

The Criticiſm, which Monſieur de la Motte 
has writ upon Homer's Poem, will neither hin- 
der it from being read, nor take from its true 
Value: The Reply of Madam Dacier, to the 
Diſcourſe of Monſieur de la Motte, gives a diſ- 
advantageous Notion of it; but, upon the 
Peruſal of it, though you approve it not 
throughout, you will find in it very excellent 
Things. Therefore, you are neither to judge 
of Homer, by what Monſieur de la Motte ſays 
of him; nor of the Diſcourſe of Monſieur de 
la Motte, by what Madam Dacter ſays of it. 
Madam Dacier is as extravagantly pleaſed 

with the Iliad of Homer, as. ſhe is diſpleaſed - 
with the Diſcourſe of Monſieur de la Matte. 
He is neither ſatisfied with the Iliad of Hamer, 
nor with the Diſcourſe. of Madam Dacier. 
Monſieur de la Motte has given us the Charac- 
ter of Homer, as juſtly, as if he had read Him 


in Fu: Madam Daczer, therefore, has tran- 
ſlated 
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ſlated this Poet well; ſince it is from her Ver- 
fion, that Monſieur de la Motte has been able 
to form ſo juſt a Character of Homer. 

Monſieur de la Motte draws in his Readers- 
to condemn Homer, with a great deal of Art: 
Madam Dacier canonizes every Thing that Ho- 
mer ſays, by the Examples, which ſhe cites 
out of the Soripture. © Monſieur de la Motte 
proceeds with more Addreſs ; Madam Dacier, 
with more Authority. They are bath equal- 

ly prejudiced ; the one is blind to the Defeds, 
the other to the Beauties, of Homer. 

Monſieur de la Motte is too ſparing in his 
Conceſſions, in Favour of the Greek Language, 
which he does not underſtand, in order to 
Raiſe the French, of which he is ſo great a 
Maſter : Madam Dacier gives the Greek Lan- 
guage, which the underſtands, ſomewhat too 
great a Superiority over the French, of which 
| the is a great Miſtreſs, 

The Greek Tongue is more copious, and 
has a greater Strength, than the French : It is 
the Language of a polite Nation, which had 
a Taſte for every Thing ; for Arts, for Scien- 
ces, and for Pleaſures. | 

The Latin Tongue has ſomething Maſcu- 
line, and Sinewy; it is the Language of a 
People deſtined to Rule over Mankind. 
The 
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The French Tongue is as ſoft, as numerous, 
as muſical, as the Greek; and far more natu+ 
ral: It is more regular than the Latin, and 
has neither its Dryneſs, nor Affectation. 

The Publick looſes nothing by the Quarrel 
between Monſieur de la Mutte, and Madam 
Dacier. On the one Hand we are taught, to 
have a Deference for Notions univerſally re- 
ceived through ſeveral Ages, by Men of a 
diſtinguiſhed Merit: On the other Hand we 
learn, not to receive the nioſt ancient, and 
the moſt authorized Opinions, without Exa- 
mination. This Diſpute likewiſe ſhews us, 
how far unwary Minds may be byaſſed by 
Prejudices. Madam Dacier, for Inſtance, ex- 
cuſes ſome Paſſages in Homer, by producing pa- 
rallel Examples out of the Bible; as if the 
Scripture propoſed them as proper Embelliſh- 
ments in a Poem. Monſieur de la Motte com- 
pares the French Language, with the Greet, 
which he does not underſtand; never conſi- 
dering, the Abſurdity of drawing a Compari- 
ſon between two Things, the one of which 
he is ignorant of. He is offended with certain 
Metaphors, and Compariſons, proper to the 
Greek Tongue; as if they muſt, of Neceſlity, 
have raiſed the ſame Kind of Images in the 
Minds of the Grec:ans, as they raiſe in us. 

5 To 
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To, conclude: Monſieur de Ia Motte has, 
through his Temper, deſerved from Madam 


Dacier a more gentle Treatment: Madam Da- 
cier, by her too harſh Expreſſions, ſeems to 
have given Monſieur de la Motte a Right of 
Saying diſobliging Things of her ; if any Pro- 
vocation can juſtify a Man for laying aſide his 
Reſpe&t towards a Lady. You ſee, by this 
Parallel, that one may Eſteem Monſieur de la 
Motte, without being ignorant of the Greek ; 
and take the Liberty to differ, ſometimes, 
from Madam Dacier, though one be well ver- 
ſed in the Greek. 
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15 Kee N l 


In 2 ther ufo ore Recommend it to Jon, 15 2 
hour ſeveral Stations, and Countries, you wi Il en- 


deavour to quell that Spirit of Diſaffeefion, 


which our Common Enemies are ſo induſtrious 
to Foment. 
His Majeſty's Laſt SEER to 
„„ Houſes of e 


4 - - "_ = Kt nth. ts ii. W 9 * * — an. Had 


SEO Ons 1DEkING the Lenity of the 


Government, and the known Cle- 
mency of the King, after a moſt 


Sadly have been expected, that by This 


Time there would be very Few, or rather, 


no Diſaffected Perſons, remaining within the 


Nation ; more eſpecially amongſt the Coun- 


trey People, who have no Dependance upon 
the Court, nor ever think of purſuing an In- 
tereſt There; and who beſides have never 
(fince his Majeſty's Acceſſion) had the leaſt 
Cauſe to fear any Moleſtation from Thence, 
either 


unnatural Rebellion ; it might rea- 
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either in their Private Concerns, or in the 
Enjoyment of any Property or Privilege be- 
longing to Them by Law. No ſooner is this 
Reflection made, but Every Reader will be 
able to aſſign Reaſons for the Continuation of 
this Diſaffection. To omit therefore the more 
obvious Occaſions of This Evil, I ſhall enter 
upon a Conſideration, which is little attended 
to, and yet will never fail to have a very great 
Influence in alienating the Affections of the 
People from the Govemment, or in reconci- 
ling them to it. 

The Nobility and the Gentry of Great-Bri- 


tain have (moſt of them) taken up a Method 


of Living, quite different from what was 
practiced by their Anceſtors. Travel the Na- 
tion over in the Summer, and you will hardly 
find a Lord, a Knight, or a Squire, at his Seat; 

and a Duke is a meer Outlandiſh Creature, a 
Sight not to be ſeen in a Countrey-Church 
above once in an Age. The Landlord is al- 
moſt every where grown out of the Know- 
«ledge of his Tenants, and is as great a Stran- 
er to his Mannour, as if it were a Plantation 
in the Indies. In the mean time, the Steward 
tyrannizes over the Farmers and the Peaſants, 
in the Abſence of his Lord, and the whole 
Care of the Allegiance of the Pariſh is turned 
over 
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over to the Parſon; who, if he haf ppens to fan- 


cy himſelf one of the Royal-Prieſthood, or a 


Lineal Succeſſour of the Apoſtles, will be apt 
to play Texts of Scripture againſt Acts of 


Parliament, and ſet the Law and the Goſpel 


at variance, eſpecially upon the Doctrine of 
Obedience. The natural Conſequence of this 
Modern Neglect of the Counttey is, that the 


People grow Churliſh, think the Times hard, 


the Government illegal, the Great Men Phin- 
derers, and the Courtiers their ſworn Enemies. 


If therefore the Landed Men, who are well“ 


intentioned to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, could 


be prevailed upon, during the Receſs of Par- 


liament, or the Long Vacation at leaſt, to 
live amongſt their Fellow - Freeholders and De- 
pendants, their Diſcontents would ſoon clear 
up, and their groundleſs Jealouſies would va- 
niſh. The Middling People of England are 
generally Good-natured and Stout-hearted 
and, for this Reaſon, with a little Condeſcen- 
tion and kind Treatment from their Superi- 


ours, will eaſily be ſoothed into Temper, when® 
any Coercions of Law ſhall prove ineffectual 


«to that Purpoſe. Upon this Account it may 


be urged as a Duty, incumbent upon all Gen- 


tlemen of Eſtates, to beſtow ſome Endeavours 


yearly to cultivate Peace and Good Neigbbour- | 


I bood, 


— — — . — 
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hood, in their ſeveral Diſtricts; while the King, 
is employ'd in the Great Afirs of State at 
Home, as well as in nggociating Treaties, and 
ſettling Alliances with Forreign Powers; in or- 
der to ſecure to us a laſting Tra oquillity. 
Indeed the ſhameful Non-Reſidenee of our 
Countrey Gentlemen is as unjuſtifiable in 
Equity, as it would be in a Prince to live a 
rpetual Stranger to his Subjects in a diſtant 
and have no other Thought about them, 
but to drain their Purſes by his Vice-Roys and 
Dep uties. | 
120 des theſe General Conſiderations, which 
will hold good in all Times, there is a parti- 
cular Reaſon for Reviving the Old Engliſh Hoſ- 
pitality at preſent. There are ſome. perverſe 
Britons who have tranſplanted their Allegiance 
to a Popiſh Pretender. Theſe Gentlemen, be- 
cauſe they are unfaſhionable at St. James's, re- 
main upon their Reſpective Eſtates, and ſpare 
no Pains nor Coſt to ſeduce their Neighbours 
with Beef and Beer. By this Stratagem, 


though but a handful of Men, they overmatch, 


hols Crowds of Indolent Patriots, who think 
to acquire the Reputation of faithful Sub- 
jects, as ſome obtain the Name of Good 
Chriſtians ; ; the one by their Aſſiduity in ſaun- 
tering * the Court, and the Gther by their 

; 2 
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Oſtentatious Appearance at Church; while the 
Real Service of Religion and Government is 
promoted by neither of them. But, to re- 
turn to the Men of a pernicious Hoſpitality; 
if my loving Countreymen will think a lit- 
tle & freely upon their Civilities, they will 
have no more Reaſon to thank them, than 
a Farmer would have to make a Bow to the 
Squire in the Morning, who made him drunk 
over Night, to over- reach him in a Bargain. 

To put a Stop therefore, in ſome Meaſure, 
to the Growth of the remaining Diſaffection 
in ſome of the remoter Parts of the Kingdom, 
and to wear it out by Degrees; if our Fine 
Gentlemen cannot all of them be perſwaded 
to lay aſide their Avarice or their Ambition 
for a few Weeks, and to viſit their Inheritan - 
ces; yet, methinks, Gratitude ſhould oblige 
as many of them as hold Eaſy and Lucrative 
Employments, or enjoy any confi derable In- 
come of any Kind from his Majeſty's Bounty, 

ge for Two or Three Months into their 
different Countries, and take fome Pains to 
deliver the Ignorant People from the Infatua- 
tion, in which they have been thus long ſo 
| artfully detained. The Miniſters of State 
indeed, and ſome few inferiour Officers, can- 
not be ſpared from their Attendance at Court, 

| 17 . and 
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and the Buſineſs of the Publick: But there 
are great Numbers, who might as well be in 
their Graves as within the Compaſs of the 
Bills of Mortality, for any Service they now do 
either to their Prince or their Countrey. The 
| King has no other Means of communicating 
himſelf, of being known to the Multitude 
of his Subjects, but by his Courtiers and 
Perſons of Diſtinction in the ſeveral Parts of 
his Dominions. Thoſe therefore, who have 
a perſonal Knowledge of his Vertues, as well 
as Obligations to his Bounty, and cannot find 
in their Hearts to do Juſtice, once in a Year, to 
his Merits amongſt the deluded well-meaning 
Inhabitants of Market-Towns and Villages, 
but content themſelves with eating the Bread 
of Idleneſs, ſhould be obliged to wear Badges, 
like other uſeleſs Subjects, who ſubſiſt upon 
Parochial Charities. This makes me bluſh 
for the Frugality and Lazineſs of a Noble 
Lord, who always declines going to his anci- 
ent Seat, becauſe he happens to be a Ligu- 
tenant of the County, in which it ſtands. 
The late King of France would not ſuffer 
his Servants to bury the Talents he gave them; 
and, -. notwithſtanding he was ati Abſolute 
Prince, He thought it a very requiſite Piece 
of Policy to oblige his Officers and Govers 
> , 4 nours 
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nours of Garriſon-Fowns, to ingratiate them- 
ſelves with the Inhabitants, and conciliate 
their Good Will towards him, by living Hol- 
pitably amongſt them. When Count Maggg- 
lotti had been ſometime Governour of Valax- 
ciennes, he began to think of Hoarding, and 
(as Dryden expreſſes, it) to Pocket up his Prince. 
To palliate his Avaxice, he writ to Monſizur 
Lowvois (then Secretgry at War) to inform 
him, that his Health was not very good, and 
that his Phyſicians adviſed him to leave off 
Set- Suppers. When the King was told of 


this, he replied to the Secretary ; Let the - 


Governour know my Opinion is, That it 
will be for his Health to have Suppers: And 
the Count, upon ſecond Thoughts, vows 
s the King $ Preſcription. 
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Ro M what has been ſaid in the 
&N foregoing Paper, it appears, that 
there are a great many deluded 
People in the Nation, who have 
taken up a blind Reſolution, to be out of Hu- 
mour with the Government, let It govern 
which way It will; and that this Set of Men 
is like, not only, to continue in this froward 
Diſpoſition, but to grow more numerous, ſo 
long as the Friends of the Conſtitution eſtrange 
Themſelves from the Countrey, and the diſ- 
loyal Gentry take the Advantage of their Ab- 


ſence, to propagate Diſaffection. This Con- 
ſidera- 
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fideration, alone, was ſufficient” to induce the 
Parliament, to continne for a Year longer, 
greater Number of Forces in Pay, than one 
be requiſite, were we all of oe Mind, and 
not divided in our Allegiance. This Pretay- 
tion, in the Legillature, has, neverthelęſ 
wen a very ſpecieus Occaſion to the $wor 
4 and the Fe Enemies ab the Proteſta 
| Selen, to raiſe. farther Jealouſſes in Weak 
Minds; and to make their artful Confederates 
paſs for Patriots Here, white They es 
Reward of their Loyalty from beyond Seu. 
The Clamour duft Pell, 5 * 
Fadtious, againſt the Proceeding e of the Parlia. 
ment is Twofold : Firſt, That our Liberties 
are given up, and the People Burdened with 
[needleſs Taxes to maintain a Standing Arm) 
in a Time af Peace and profound Trinqul. 
ty: And then, That the Act for puniſhin 
Mutiny and Deſertion ſets the Military Power 
above the Civil Magiſtrate, and makes Weft- 
minſter-Hall truckle to a Qurt- Martial. In- 
ſtead of Anſwering, One by One, the De- 
clamatory Arguments, which have been made 
uſe of, both in Diſcourſe and in Print, to fup- 
port Theſe Two, Falſoods, 1 ſhall go a mor- 
ter and a plainer way to work. In order to 


this, I muſt deſire the Freeholders of Great 
14 Britain 
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Britain to lay out Two Pence, for their The 
formation, upon the London Gazette of Satur- 
day the Twenty Fourth Inſtant ; in which they 
will find An Abſtraft of the Act for puniſhing 
Mutiny and... Deſertion ; and Au Extract of the 
Rules and Articles his Majeſty has been pleaſed to 
eſtabliſh, for the better Government of the Land- - 
Forces for the Tear 1718. The careful Peruſal 
of which may ſave them many a Broken Head 
and many 4 Pound Sterling, before the Year 
is expired. At the ſame time, to compleat 
their Studies upon this Point; I wiſh I could 
prevail upon them to disburſe Two. Pence 
more for the following Reflections of their 
Good Friend and Well-Wiſher, The Free- 
Thinker, Who fatigues his Brain in the Hot 
Weather for the Proſperity of Old England. 
For their , Encouragement, I thall take care 
to inſtruct them with as little Trouble to 
themſelves, as poſſible, and make up my 
Obſervations into Three Para graphs of a mo- 
derate Size. 
Firſt then; We all know very well kor- 

| withſtanding the Affected Ignorance of many) 
that neither our on People, nor the Poten- 
tates of Enrope, are in a Httled Sate of Tan- 
guillity : Though it is to be hoped, a little 
Time, well employ' d, may put an End to 


our 


* 
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our. Domeſtick Animoſities, and free us from 
the Ap prehenſions of any Forreign Ruptures. 
Beſides, the Parliament has not granted a 
Sanding Army to his Majeſty ; but only al- 
lowed, the Forces to be continued Pe One 
ear;. reſerving. to Themſelves the Power to 
reduce them as They ſhall think convenient, 
after the Expiration of the Term limited. 
In the next Place, our old Cautious Eugliſb 
Proverb allows us to Truſt ewery Man ſo far 
as we can ſee Him : Now the Parliament did, 
before the laſt Seſſions, intruſt the King 
with very Large Powers; and we have ſeen 
with what Moderation and, Equity he uſed 
Them for our Preſervation. The Wiſdom 
of a Nation is to judge when they have a 
Prince, who may be. confided. in, and when 
not: For a groundleſs Jealouſy, and a ground- 
leſs Confidence, manifeſts, an equal Degree 
of Weakneſs: And the Man, who ſhall enſſave 
his Reaſon to any Maxim, will often be r 
duced to the utmoſt Folly in his e 
Therefore, though it be a. very. juſt, Policy 
in general to diſmiſs an, Army in Time of 
Peace, in a Free Countrey ;, yet there may be, 
even Then, concurring Circumſtances, which 
would make it Madaeſs, to act by that 


* 
— 11. Py | 


"_ 


whom our Liberties have been ſo often 


6 
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mn the ſecond Place: The moſt Popular 
Cry againſt the Forces for This Year, is raiſed 
from the Danger our Liberties may incur 


from Them. And yet, it is remarkable, 


that the Perſons, who are pleaſed with the 


Act for continuing Them, are the Men, who 


have hitherto been blamed for their too great 
Jealouſie of the Prerogative ; and the Lond 
Clamourer sagainſt the Army are the Men, by 


brought into imminent Danger. Another Con- 
ſideration I would throw in here is, That 
all Armies depend Chiefly upon the Perſons, 
from whom they derive their Subſiſtence : 
'And the only Danger which can ariſe to any 
People from an Army, is when It depends 


ſingly upon the Crown: Therefore, all ſuch 


Danger is obviated, when the Army's Sub- 


ſiſtence is given by Parliament only for a Year, 


It may be objected, indeed, that no Man can 
'promiſe, that a Diſciplined Body of Men, 
with Arms in their Hands, ſhall not tranſgreſs 
the End of their Inſtitution, nor ever turn 
their Weapons upon (I will not ſay their 
"Maſters, but) the People, who pay Them. 
But it is obvious, This Objection is equally 
ſtrong againſt all Armies, at any Time, and 
upon any Occaſion : Since it is as difficult for 

any 
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any Man to anſwer, that an Army raiſed in 
Time of War ſhall quietly lay down their 
Arms, when a Peace is concluded; as it 
would be to promiſe, They ſhall not abuſe 
their Power, when continued after the War 
is ended; It may be farther” obſerved here, 
That the Government of the Army in Great 
Britain is like the Government of the State; 
in Each of which the King concurs in the Le 
giſlative Part, and is fingle in the Executive 
Part, of Government: The Force of a Procla- 
mation depends upon a Known Law; and, 
The Articles of War are founded upon an 
AQ of Parliament. 

Thirdly : Since the Legiflature And it 
prudent to keep up a more than ordinary 
Number of Land-Forces for this Year; it was 
abſolutely neceſſary there ſhould be a Law 
made 10 enable a Court-Martial to puniſni 
Mutiny and Deſertion, as well as a great 
many Diſorders, which Soldiers, when not 
checked with Severity, will be apt to com- 
mit; and which the Civil Power cannot ſo 
effectually reſtrain. Without ſuch a Law, 
the Army had not only proved intirely uſeleſs; 
but the Common Soldiers, as ſoon as they 
came to underſtand, that the Officers could 
not make good their Command over them by 
| Law, 


140 The FREE-THINKER. N*20 


Law, would have become ſo many Bands of 
Plunderers, as they. are Companies or Regi- 
ments, in their ſeveral Poſts about the Coun- 

trey. Neither does the Mutiny-Act (as has 
been given out) in any wiſe obſtruct the 
Courſe of the Common-Law, but come in 
to its Aſſiſtance, where it may be deficient : 
And (which deſerves particular Notice) the 
Liberty and the Property of the ſubject was 
never ſo well guarded and ſecured in any for- 
mer Law of this Kind, as in the Preſent Act, 
and in the Articles of War grafted upon it. 

To conclude; it would be happy for the Na- 
tion, that there was no farther Occaſion for 
the Preſent Eſtabliſhment of the Troops; and 
what has; been ſaid, has been only with a De- 
fign to undeceive the People, and to bring 
them to ſuch a Temper, that the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate may be able to ryle them by the Or- 
dinary Methods of Equity and Juſtice. There- 
fore let me adviſe my Countrey-men, wha ear- 
neſtly deſire to be freed from the Burden, the 
Expence, and the Danger of an Army, unani- 
mouſly to comply with the only Conduct, that 
can prove effectual to this End; and that is, 
by a ready and cheerful Obedience to the 
Government, to make It as able, as le! is Wil- 


ling, to > Reduce the Army. 
Monday), 


i 


es TIE Fat ba-ThrxKiR. * 


W 


2 TAE 2 ENCE 


el... 


He knew not Cato, fon his wit was rt, | [a | 
That bade men wed her Cmilitude, 


2 
To the FREETHINKER. | 
8 1 = May 3. 716. * 


Ak E it to be the Duty of every 
One to be as ſerviceable, as he can 

N 6 © conveniently, to Mankind; and 1 
ache doubt not, the Free-Thinker will 
© always be glad of an Opportunity to ſerve 
g Particular Perſons, as well as the Publick, 
© ſo far as his Leiſure will permit. This Con- 
ſideration has induced me to deſire you will 
© be pleaſed to publiſh a ſhort Lecture upon 
* the too common and fatal Indiſcretion of 
© Apprentices Marrying Servant-Wenches, be- 
fore their Time is expired. A great many 
* Gentlemens Sons are yearly ruined in the 
City by this Folly; and the Hearts of many 
« fond 
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fond Parents oppreſſed with a Seb and 
« Diſappoiritment, they cannot oſten furs 
< mount, by ſeeing the Hopes of their Family 
© wedded to a Beggar. Neither is Poverty 
< the leaſt Evil in this Calamity : ſince it is 
© obſerved, Thoſe mean Creatures generally 
© make the Worſt of Wives. 

© Your Humanity, I am perſwaded, will 


' © incline you to indulge me in my Requeſt, 


when 1 tell you, I have a Brother, an Ap- 
<-prentice'in Town, who is far gone in a De- 
© fign of this Kind, much unbecoming his 
© Fortune and his Family: It is for his Sake 
< am ſo urgent; hoping you may prevent his 
© Ruin: This is the laſt Expedient I can have 
< Recourſe to, in order to ſave him. He holds 

< your Papers in great Eſteem; and I am well 
© aſſured, your Thoughts upon his Raſhneſs 
< and Inexperience will have their due Weight 
with him; as they will in the moſt parti- 
8 _ manner oblige, 


— 


Mr. FER EE-Tulixxex, 
Pur conſtant Reader, 
and wy humble nm, | 


A. ** 1 
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From the Information of this Letter I may 
preſume, the Reflections I ſhall ſubjoyn to it, 
may be of uſe, not only within the Cities of 
London and Weſtminſter, but likewiſe to young 
hopeful Squires in the Gountrey. To Think 
Freely then upon This Occaſion; the Wel- 
fare of the Publick is indeed very — if. 
in any Degree, concerned in the M | 
of Private Perſons, let tfieir Choice be never 
ſo unſuitable, as to Birth and Fortune; pro- 

vided ſtill our Fellow Subjects marry with 
one another, or at leaſt with ſuch Precautions, 
that the Wealth of the Nation may till ge- 
main entire. But then, as every good Citi« 
zen in his whole Conduct conſiders the Com- 
munity. in Things, that relate to it; every 
Member of it likewiſe, in Concerns of a more 
private Nature, owes a Regard to his Fa- 
mily, ſo as to do nothing, that may dif- 
credit his Relations, or bring a Burden upon 
them, or render him uſeleſs to them: Since 
the Harmony of Society is very much pre- 
ſerved by keeping all Diſcord, as much as 
poſſible, out of the ſeveral Families, which 
conſtitute the Whole. 

Having given my young Diſciple the Tine 
Philoſophy of the Caſe, recommended to me 
by his Brother; I know it would be needleſs 

to 
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to ſuggeſt to him the common Topicks made 
uſe of to ſhew the manifold Incoriveniences 
of a very diſproportioned Marriage. 1 ſhall 
therefore offer to him a Conſideration not 
obvious: And it may be of ſervice to 
him, if he will give me Credit for the Truth 
of the following Reflection, to a part of 
which I doubt not of his Aſſent; and a few 
Years more will convince him of the whole. 
Generally. ſpeaking, Love wholly governs the 
Prime of our Years ; and "in our Youth we 
think it the Sum of all our Felicity: But as 
we ripen into Manhood, we ſoon find another 
Wo Paſſion, equally ſtrong, ſhoot up in our 
if Hearts; which likewiſe will grow impatient” 
1 "= to be gratify'd in its Turn. I mean a lauda- 
ble Ambition to acquire ſuch Wealth, Ho- 
1 nours, and Reputation, as are ſuitable to our 
3 ſeveral Ranks and Profeſſions. Beware there- 
| fore, if you deſire to be happy in every Stage 
of Life, how you cut off all your future 
Hopes, and for a flowery Spring reſign at 
once your Pretenſions to the rich ſucceeding 
Harveſt. | | 
Love and Fortune are Two Blind Deities : 
The one can as {ſeldom be taught to diſcover 
Imperfections in the admired Object, as the 
Other to diſtinguiſh the Merits of her Vota- 
0 ries. 


. 
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ries. No Paſſion. will liſten; to a long Dif- 
courſe; and this ſhort Leſſon may have its 
deſired Effect, when a laboured Eſſay might 
prove in vain. A Word to the Wiſe is ſu.- 
cient ; and a Volume is thrown away upon 

the Inadyertent. Not to be laviſh therefore 
of Reaſon, and Philoſophize to no Purpoſe, 
1 ſhall entertain my Readers with a conciſe 
Epiſtle, writ by a pleaſant Old Gentleman to 
his Nephew, upon an Occaſion not forreign to 


the preſent Subject. | 
Drar Tow, 
J Am ſorry to hear Thou att ſo aukwardly 
1 in Love with Suſan. It was my Misfor- 
* tune, when I was juſt ſuch a Colt as Thou art, 
© to ſteal a Wedding with my Mother's Houſe- 
© Maid. The Honey-Moon, I muſt tell Thee, 
was ſoon in the Wane; and a tedious Quar- 
© ter of dark, ſtormy Nights ſucceeded; For, 
what the Wench wanted in Fortune; the 
© made up in Spirit abundantly. I mult let 
© Thee into another Secret: There is-not 
much Wedlock without ſome Jars: Thou 
© art no very ſturdy Lad; and Suſan is a no- 
table ſtirring Laſs: And I can affure Thee, 
* by woeful Experience, when a Wife has 
' * þeen trained up to handle a Btoomſtick or 
Ee "I © a Mop- 


* 
7 
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* a Mopſtaff tightly, the Husband will oſten 
© have Occaſion to curſe her Dexterity. If 
© Thou wilt take my Word, Sir Harrys 
* Daughter will prove not only a more Cte- 
: Ale, but a more Tractable Lady. 1 
© have done my Duty; and hope Thou wilt 
© tiot diſregard the Friendly Warning of thy 


T. JoLLy. - 
To the Authour of the Free-THINKER. 


S IR, April 29. 1718. 
Muſt own I am very much taken with 

: your elegant Reflections upon Lavinia's 
© Converſe with her Glaſs ; and admire your 
© comparing her to a Florilt, "There is ſome- 
thing very inſtructive in that Alluſion: For 
© the moſt beautiful Flowers are foon Full- 
© blown; and as ſoon begin to fade. You 
© would do well to let your Female Readers 
© know, how long after Fifteen, they may ex- 
© pet New Beauties ſhould diſcloſe them- | 
e ſelves; as likewiſe, that after the fatal Time 
you ſhall prefix, there will be much Vanity, 
c 22 great Curioſity, little Pleaſure, and leſs 
* Wiſdom, in frequently conſulting their Flat- 

5 bring Oracle. | 


Jorrs, 


L. L. 
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Mr worthy Friend, Mr. L. L. has put a 
ſeverer Task upon me in this Letter, than 
he aſſigned me in his Former, Woe be 
to The Free-Thinker, ſhould he dare to point 
out that hateful Period, which every one 
drives at a due Diſtance before her, and re- 
ſolves never to overtake it. Beſides, Beau- 
ties are more or leſs durable according to their 
Complexions, and more eſpecially according 
to the Climate they are raiſed in. I take a 
true Engliſþ Light-brown Beauty to be more 
durable, and to Gold Its Bloom beyond thoſe 
of the Growth of any other European Climate. 
Of this I may take an Occaſion to diſcourſe 
more at large hereafter. In the mean time 
beg leave to put my ingenious Correſpon- 
dent in mind, that Looking-Glaſſes are now 
brought to as great a Perfection, and as many 
Degrees of Nicety, as Spectacles, There are 
Artificers cati ſuit any Lady's Age and Com- 
plexion with a Glaſs from Time to Time, 
with fo much Juſtneſs, that the ſhall at a mo- 
derate Expence, once in a Year, be able to 
preſerve her Face in all the ſeeming Oy 
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of Fifteen; for her own Uſe and Amuſement, 
till the is reduced to look through one Glaſs 
upon another, | 


* 


r 
N 5 Friday Janes 1. 


. 2 


1 tum jus, faſq; animo ; FRY receſs 
Mentis; & incoc fum generoſo pettus honeſto : 


Het cedb, ut admo veam templis, & farre litabo. 


PzRs. 


Ai. 8 


S my Title gives me a Liberty of 
; "mr: ranging through every Subject, wor- 
* IN thy the Thought of Man ; ſo Re- 
| 2 ligion, the moſt important of all 
Subjecs, comes peculiarly. under my Pro- 
vince. I ſhall therefore allot ſeveral of my 
papers to Inquiries upom this Head. And, 1 
hope, the Perſons, whom I often endeavour 
to divert with lefs ſerious Entertainments, and 
eſpecially my Readers of the Fair Sex, will 
not be diſpleaſed, if they are now and then 


brought to hear a ſhort Sermon on a Week- 
Day, 


8 — 5 * 
N | * 
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Day, without the Danger of catching Cold at 
Church, or the Fatigue of riſing too early in u 
Morning to come to it. As for that Learned and 
Reverend Body of Men, who are our Settled 
Inſtructours in Matters of Religion, I cannot 
(without affronting Them) ſuppoſe, They 
will be in the leaſt offended with my meddling 
in theſe Affairs, or think that 1 invade their 
Peculiar Office; ſince I wholly yield to-them 
the Privilege of Teaching in Publick, with 
the Emoluments that attend it; and willingly 
ſubmit my (elf to be an attentive Hearer, when 
They ſpeak from the Pulpit. I only claim, 
upon the Proteſtant Principle, (which I would 
ſuppoſp them all pealous for,) a, Right of 
Thinking and Judging for my ſelf, where I + 
my ſelf am moſt concerned; and the Libert: 
of ſpeaking from the Preſs what I think not 
only True, but Neceſſary to be ſpoken Free- 
ly. 
" Whenever I treat of Religion, That take | 
all the Care I can to keep inviolably to my 
Character of a Free: Thinker ; and neither ſuf- 
fer my ſelf to be Ted away on one Side by a 
Fondneſs for Singularity ; nor, on the other, by 
as weak an Attachment to 4 may juſtly 
be called Popularity in my Notions. I ſhall 
not ſo much attend to what is accounted Re- | 
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ligion by the Many, as to the Enquiry after 
what is True Religion, and ought to be re- 
ceived as ſuch. If ever I enter into the for- 
mer Conſideration, it ſhall be only to examine 
whether That, which is commonly impoſed 
upon the World for Religion, is the Real 
Wing, or Somewhat of a different Nature! 
Neither ſhall I think my ſelf obliged, out of 
any Reſpect to Great Names, to palliate what 
12 take to be the Truth, for fear of contra- 
diging what They may (by their Autho- 
rity) have ſet up in 1 Place of it. In 
plain Enxgliſt, 1 will not (in Complaiſance 
to any Perſons) put out my own Eyes, 
becauſe I cannot ſee Things in the ſame 
Light and Colours, in which ſome affirm 
They ſee them. I know no Rule to judge of 
Religion by in the General, but Reaſon ; nor 
of the Chriftian Religion in Particular, but the 
New-Teſtament. And as every Man is to an- 
ſwer for his own Principles, and ſubſequent 
Actions, and not Others for him; ſo ought 
every Man Himſelf to know why he believes 
or Acts; and not to think it ſufficient, that 
Another undertakes to know it for him. From 
hence I conclude, that it becomes every Man, 
who would proceed like a wiſe Man, by choo- 
 fing his Religion on Subſtantial Grounds, and 


not 
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not. merely that he may be in Faſhion i in the 
Countrey where he lives, to think of his 
Perſwaſion yigh the ytmaſt Freedom ; ; that 
5, withopt p rejudice, 775 * | 
The Perſon, who ſurveys, Religion with 
this unbyaſſed Temper of Mind, will nd z; 
*to be as Ae from gh Madnels of the En- 
thuſiaſt, and Fl the Folly of the Superltirjous 
Man, as hag is , Mi the moſt extravagant = 2 
fidelity of the Acheiſt. Nay, he will far- 
ther diſcover, that theſe different 2 
are at the Bottom ape de one and me 
N ; the Neg 75 fl hinking 8 a 
tne demi of Prejudices to inter 
darken the Tryth, 1 oh 
ATHEISM. is certainly owing to as 
groſs Prepaſſeſſians as can be . It 
is taking up an Opinion, that there was no 
Creatour, and that there is no Governour of 
the World, upon the moſt abſurd Suppaſiti- 
ons; againſt all the Principles of Reaſon, and 
againſt all the Arguments from the 
Beauty, Order, and Deſign, which are Viſible 
in all the Parts of the Creation. * Fen 
againſt the Intereſt. af every Man, who lives 
up to the Dignity of his Nature, that Arnim 
Mould be true: Which is a plain Proof, it 
malt be owing to Some ſtrong Prejudice, 


Ovex- 
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over-powering both Reaſon and ebe that 
any one is an Atheiſt. 

There are in the World Two Sects of 
Atheiſts, very different in their Character. 
There is the Vicious and Immoral Atheiſt, 
who is only againſt Religion, becauſe Reli- . 
gion is againſt him. He hates to be conſined 
within the ſtated Limits of Reaſon and Good 
Senſe ; defires an unbounded Freedom of Ac- 
tion; would have all Pleaſure and Happineſs 
meet in Himſelf, and values not what happens 
to Others, provided it does not affect him. It 
is not ſurprizing, that ſuch a Libertine ſhould | 
endeavour to perſwade himſelf, that there is 
no Government or Wiſdom in the Univerſe, 
becauſe his Actions contradict every Maxim, 
which Order and Wiſdom would require; and 
becauſe, if there be a Wiſe Governour, he 
has every thing to fear from him. | 
But then, there is the Vertuous (I had 
almoſt called him the Religious) Atheiſt ; who 
delights in Goodneſs, and in every Thing, that 
is Reaſonable and Beautiful. He loves Man- 
kind; he is Social and Publick-Spirited : And 
even that good Temper of his prepares him 
to receive the Projudices, that miſlead him; 
He has been accuſtomed from his Child- 


hood, to confound Superſtition with Religion. 
It 
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It was Superſtition he ſacked in with his Milk: 
That was what he learned as Religion from 
his Nurſe; and having never examined the 
Matter nicely, he thinks Them ſtill the ſame; 
He finds That, which he miſtakes for Reli- 
ion, to be monſtrous, abſurd, deſtructive to 
Mankind, and even impoſſible; and-thence he 
concludes, that Religion (which bears a wrong 
Sound in his Ear) is ſo too. This is great 
Prejudice; but ſuch as, I hope, is pardonable; . 
and eaſier, much eaſier, to be removed, than 
the Former, or than the Blindneſs of Super- 
ſtition and Enthuſiaſm. © | 
And therefore as Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm | 


are in themſelves not only owing to very ſtu- - 


pid Prejudices, but are likewiſe chargeable 
with being the Cauſe of the Kind of A- 
theiſm, laſt mentioned; They are, I am afraid, 
the greater Evil of the Two. And Tam the 
more induced to be of this Opinion, becauſe it 
ſeems to be a much greater Affront and 
Indignity caſt upon a Wiſe and a Good Being, 
to/ have an Ill Opinion of-Him, than to have 
none at all; to believe him to be an Evil and 
Fooliſh Agent, than GT to d — 
Exiſtence. 
| "ENTHUSIASM is a kind 67 an 8 
verweening, and groundleſs Perſwaſion of be- 


ing 
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ing the particular Favourite of Heaven; of 
being Inſpired from thence with every wild 
Fancy, that happens to ſpring up in a warm and 
diſtempered Brain; for no other Reaſon, but 
becauſe he imagines fo, and feels a Rapturous 
Pleaſure in the Conceit of it. To one poſſeſſed 
with this Notjon, every Crime becomes Law - 
ful, and every Deſign, that turns up in bis 
Head, is a Divine Impulſe. He robs, he 
murders, he overturns the World, if he can; 
and all is right, all-is approved of God; and 
the blackeſt Crimes are Glorious: A Devil 
is a Saint, and a Fury an Angel of Light, 
The Prejudice, that blinds him, is groſs Ig- 
norance of the Nature of God, and an un- 
meaſured Opinion of his own Excellency, 
He . thinks · God capable of commanding any 
thing; and himſelf of performing every thing, 
Hie fancies God may turn Vertue into Vice, 
and Vice into Vertue; make Truth Falſhood, 
and Falſnood Truth; and reconcile all Con- 
traditions. He knows nothing of the Immuta- 
ble Reaſon of Things; and the certain Recti- 
tude of the Almighty's Will, according to 
which all his Actions are determined. The 
Enthuſiaſt dreams of nothing but Gifts, and 


Commiſſions from Heaven. He imagines him- 
ſelf far above the reſt of Mankind; * 
0 
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of every Privilege from on High; and alone 
fit to be the great Inſtrument of Providence 
upon all Occaſions. If he raiſes Diſturban- 
ces in the State, he is ſent to convert the 
World by. the Sword. If he exerciſes his 
Power in Cruelty, he is the Scourge of God. 
If his Brain happens not to be filled with ſuch 
vaſt Schemes, he is ſatisfied with fitting ſtill, 
and contemning his Fellow-Creatures ; as be- 
ing far below him, in their Religious Progreſs. 
He alone converſes with Heaven; he ſees God; 
he is a Prophet; he feels the Divine Spirit with- 
in him: And if he does no Miſchief, he does no 
manner of Good, in the World. It is enough 
that he loves God, and finds a kind of a ſen- 
ſual Pleaſure in muſing upon his Exiſtence. 
By this he fancies to himſelf, thavhe gains a 
high Degree in his Favour, though he obeys 
not one of his Commandments; though he 
Acts with no Concern for his Honour, nor 
for the Good of his Creatures. Thus his 
Vanity and his ce unite to make him 
—_— in ay rae) nes Trath and Rea- 
W—_— 

SUPERSTITION is very 42 in 
its Complexion from Enthuſiaſm; as it has 
more of Folly in it, than of Madneſs: Though 


they are frequently * 
e. 


"a> 
e 
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Ie proceeds on Low and Mean Ideas of God. 
It brings him down to the Level of Mortal 
Men, and of the moſt deſpicable among them. 
It paints him as a Childiſh and vain Being, 
pleaſed with the Offering of Fools, with Flat- 
tery and Pageantry, 188 Gew-Gaws and 
Shows; and what Men are ſometimes taken 
with, it ſuppoſes Him likewiſe to delight in; 
andeven, in a Manner, to be bribed with fuch 
Trifles. Sometimes Superſtition multiplies 
the Number of | Deities, and erects every 
Thing, that we ſee, or feel, or taſte, or ſmell, 
or touch, into an Object of Worlhip; and 
then animates and adorns thoſe Idols with a 
Thouſand Frailties and Vices, with weak Paſ- 
fions, and unmanly Pleaſures. Sometimes It 
allows of One Supream Governour, but ſur- 
rounds him with ſuch Numbers of Inferiour 
Divinities, or (in the Modern Language) Saints, 
that he is almoſt loſt in the Crowd, and Inac- 
ceſſible, unleſs it be through the Multitude 
which encircles his Throne; and his Power is 
ſo divided amongſt them, that very little or 
none of it ſeems to be left to Himſelf : He 
grows to be neglected, and his Miniſters only 
regarded or addreſſed to. And if Superſtition 
does neither of theſe, but leaves the Unity 


untouched, It is ſure to repreſent Him as "” | 
moſt 


— 0 . 
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moſt Capricious and Peeviſh, the moſt unrea- 
ſonable and Cruel Being, that can poſſibly be 
conceived. And then, the Service It teaches 
us to pay is proportionable to the Deity it 
preſents to us. It conſiſts in ſtately Domes; 
in Conſuming Treaſures to no End or Uſe; 
in numerous Attendants ſplendidly attired; in 
ſending up Odoriferous Clouds of Smoke; in 
deſtroying. the Beaſts of the Earth; in Abject 
and Cringing Poſtures; in Cruelties upon our 
ſelves and others; in every thing, that the moſt 
{laviſh Imagination can invent to gratify a 
Luxurious, Vain, III-Humour'd, and Tyran- 
nical Eaſtern Monarch. The Effect of this is, 
Men ſoon grow to imitate the Impertinencies 
or Crimes, which they 'firſt make their Dei- 
ties Guilty of. But if Superſtition happen to 
meet with Enthuſiaſm, (which we often ſee) 
the Effects are yet more Terrible. Then the 
Rage and Fury of the One joins to ſupport 
the Folly of the Other: It immediately brings 
with it a Command from Above to deſtroy 
all, who refuſe the moſt abſurd Homage, 
and have the Inſolence and Impiety to of- 
fer up to Heaven only a Reaſonable Service; 
ſay what you will, the incenſed Power muſt 
be appeaſed bye Sacrifice of ſuch hated Re- 
bels. Thus Men are ſtirred up to Butcher one 
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another for Religion; they fancy Heaven is 
pleaſed with their Zeal; and the World in the 
mean while is filled with Bloodſhed, and Hor- 
rour, and Confuſion. 

Is a Man can but guard againſt theſe diffe- 
rent Prepoſſeſſons, He may arrive at True R E- 
 LIGION; which is only neglected, becauſe 
it is rarely known. It ſupports its ſelf by no 
Prejudice, nor Cuſtom, nor worldly Power ; 
but by pure Reaſon and Good Senſe, If leads 
us, from the Conſideration of the Nature of 
Things, of the Beauty, Order, and Deſign, 
which appears in the Univerſe, to the Belief 
of an Eternal, Powerful, Wiſe, and Beneficent 
Agent; and to fuch a Service and Obedience 
as agrees with thoſe Notions. The Service 
True Religion requires of us is, to imitate 
That Being in making our ſelves (like Him) 
Beneficial to all, who come within our Know- 
ledge. It never Puts us on Methods of ſer- 
ving Him, which are Deſtructive of the Hap- 
pineſs of our Species; but inſpires all the 
Greatneſs and Largeneſs of Soul, which can 
fill the Mind of Man, or bleſs the World. 


In a Word, the truly Religious Man is the 

moſt Rational, the 5 Generous, the beſt- 
natured Creature living ; Happy within him- 
ſelf, and Happineſs to Others about Him; he 


MW 
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is free from the perpetual Anxieties of the 
Superſtitious, the wild Perturbations of the 
Enthuſiaſt, and the comfortleſs Proſpects of 
the Atheiſt, And, as he is in the faireſt Way 
to be happy here, 4d he will certainly be te- 
warded hereafter, if there be any Juſtice in 
the Government of the World. This is the 
trueſt Comfort, as it depends on the moſt 
Immutable and Conſtant Being. So much has 
Religion the Advantage * all che Sthemes 
oppoſite to it, 
I havejuſt touched en the main Topicks, 
which I ſhall enlarge upon in my 
papers on Religion. I ſhall undertake the 
Defence of nothing but Religion truly ſo cal- 
led; and That 1 ſhall endeavour to teſcue 
| From the Impertinencies, Wickedneſſes, and 
Monſtrous Fables, which would pals for It, 
and * Ie to the World. 
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1 tecum capis eſſe meos i ah lll, 

Et comites longe queris babere vis; 
Hor eme, quot arctat brevibus membrana rabellic; 
SIrinia da ow; me manus una capit. 
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570 11 all the e which have yet 
Ti been practiced to inform Mankind, 
and to convey Wiſdom and Know- 

l ledge to the Multitude, that of 
throwing out ſhort Lectures from the Preſs, 
upon Stated Days, is by far more effectual and 
more convenient, than any other; firſt, as it 
2 more diffuſive, and takes in a greater Num- 
ber of Diſciples, than can be inſtructed by 
any other Expedient; ſecondly, as it leaves 
every One at Liberty to allot any half Hour 
in the Day to his Curioſity and Information, 
and cures the Inſirmities of the Mind without 
Conſnement, Loſs of Time, or Hindrance from 
- Buſt neſs 4 
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_ Buſineſs. Belides, It not only takes in Both a 
Sexes, but likewiſe the different Ages, with- 
out Diſtinction: And though in Reality, It . 
is never ioo late to learn; yet Thoſe, who have 
had the Misfortune to grow Old in Ignorance, 

may. (in this Age of Ridicule) be put out of S 


Countenance in a Publick School, when at 
the ſame Time they would be glad to put 
on their Spectacles at Home, and to have an 
Opportunity of Informing Themſelves i in Pri- 


vate. If therefore the Art of Printing had 
been known, when the Ancient Philoſophers 
floutiſhed ; it is very probable, they would 
not long have contented Themſelves with 


reading Lectures to a Crowd. at the Expence 
of ther Lungs; when, by the Alſiſtance of the 
Preſs, ,They might have ſpoken to Nations, 
with as much Eaſe as to a ſingle Perſon, 
T The Glory of this Modern Improvement 
was reſerved for the Iſland of Creat- Britain 


And the Inhabitants can never ſufficiently ac- 


knowledge their Obligations to the wotthy 
Knight, who was the Firſt Projector of this 
commodious and popular Manner of inſinua- 
ting Knowledge through the Kingdom, It is 
owing to the Succels of this Happy Inven- 
tion, that the Free-Thinker took upa Reſolu- 
tion to make 1 the Amuſement 


* 
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of Coffee Houſes, Tea- Tables, and Aſſemblies; 
What recommends This Practice yet farther 
is, that it is Highly becoming 4 Philoſopher, 
not only as it has leſs of Oſtentation, than 
the Method uſed in the Schools of Atbent; 
but likewiſe, as it gives People more Leiſure 
to conſider coolly of what is taught, than a 
tranſient Lectute by Word of Mouth, where 
the Attention is employ'd in following one 
Sentence aſter another, and is not, for that 
Reaſon, capable of retaining every period as 
it was delivered, in order to make an unpre- 
judiced Judgment of the Whole. 
Theſe Obſervations lead me, in Juſtice to 
ſeveral of my Readers, to undeceive the Pub- 
lick in an Expectation, which many rely upon; 
That I ſhall collect my Papers into Volumes, 
asI go on. Therefore, before it is too late, 1 
think it fit to acquaint ſuch, as may upon 
this Suppoſition have neglected to compleat 
their Sets of ſingle Papers, that I had formed 
quite another Deſign to my ſelf from the 
Beginning. The Character of a Free-Thinker 
is of too great Importance, either to be 
taken up raſhly, or carried on with Preci- 
itation and Levity. It is of fo ſacred a 
no that it obliges a Man to think Twice, 
before be ſpeaks upon ſerious Subjeas; and even 
then 
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then to remain Willing to be Better Informed. 

and Ready to retra& any Miſtake, which his 
own future Reflection, or the Friendly Ad- 
monition of Others, may diſcover to him. 
For this Reaſon I have all Fi purpoſed, firſt 
to finiſh my Whole Cqurſe of Free-Thinking, 
which (conſidering the long Catalogue of 
Vulgar Errours I have by me) is like to prove 
a Labour of ſome Years: This Nog) An 
T intend to take a reaſonable Time to reyiſe 

my Leſſons; and not to venture them into 
ſtanding Volumes, before I have taken all the 
Precautions I can, not to offend againſt Thum 


in any of my Notions. 

The Hes. Thinter has a due Senſe of the 
Greatneſs of the Undertaking he is engaged 
in; which makes him go on Leiſurely, that 
he may proceed more Securely. It is a great 
Encouragement to him to find, that his Dif- 
courſes are read in the remoteſt Parts of this 
Iſland, and kindly receiyed in the Kingdom 
of Ireland. It is high Time therefore, he 
ſhould now invite all the Ingenious amongſt 
his Fellow - Subjects, to afſiſt in ſo various a 
Harveſt, where Labourers of every Kind may 
find Room to put in a Sickle, _ Whatſdever 
may contribute to promote Engl iſh politicks, 


to e ipipire a many Religion, to inculcats 
L 2 ſound 
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| ſound Morals, to improve Arts and Sciences, 
to embelliſh Polite Learning, and now and 
then to engay Life with inoffenſive Wit, and 
innocent ' Amuſements, becomes the True 
'Free-Thinker ; whoſe Philoſophy ſhould be 
' equally. diſingaged from Libertiniſm 2 Mo- 
roſeneſs. 


As the Subject of my laſt Paper ea me 


out into an unuſual Length, I ſhall this Day 
relieve my Readers and my ſelf, from too long 


'an Attention, by concluding with a Letter, 
which I think needs no comment, and with 


Two ſhort Copies of Verſes from my un- 


known Correſpondents. 


To the FREE- THINKER: 


SIR, 
Mongſt the many Abuſes, of which we 


2 ſtand uncorrected, I know none, that 
more deſerves your Reprehenſion, than the 
\© Incivility we are generally guilty of to Stran- 
gers; a more notorious Inſtance of which, I 
© think, I never ſaw, than that, which hap- 


* pened Yeſterday in one of our Publick 


0 Walks: Where a Lady, being at her En- 


"© trance diſtinguiſhed by her Dreſs for a 


| © Forreigner, had immediately the greateſt Part 


© of 


* 
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* 


© of the Company running after her; ſtaring 
© full in her Face, and making their Re- 
c fletiqns aloud. I could perceive, the took 
. Notice of this; but more with an Air of 
Pity, "than Reſentment; and ſaid to her Com- 


* panion, I thought England had not heen in the. 
© Indies! As this is a Fault more peculiarly 
; charged upon our Nation, than any other, 
< it is to be wiſhed it were redreſſed; fince it 
| © makes us deſpiſed by our Neighbours, who 
: diſtinguiſh themſelves by a contrary Beha- 
© yiour. | 


Iam, 8 I R, Ae 
Your Servant ahd Admirer, 


Middle-Temple, 8 : W. M. 
May 9. 1718. 8 


To a Young LADY, who promiſed to 
Marry when the Spring came. 


* O LL on ye Months ; ſpeed It wiſh Thou tardy 
Spring ; | 

And to my longing Arms Coriona doch 

Corinna, as the new-blown Bloſſom fair; 

Soft as the Vernal Breeze, that fans the Air. 


L 5 „ 
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My tager Love impatient of Delays, 
| Outftrips the Sun, and chides the lingring Days. 
The blooming Virgin wows fhe will not wed, | 
Till every Field becomes a Bridal Bed. 
In the Manne r of WALLER. 
I. 1 8 
OE TS invoke, cuben they rehearſe 
In tuneful Strains their pleaſing Dreamt, 
Some Fabled Muſe to aid the Verſe; 
And boaſt of Heliconian Streams. 
| A 
But bere a Real Muſe inſpires ; 
The tepid Liquor, She imparts, 
Gives to the Brain Poetick Fires, 
And nobler Rapturer to our Hearts, 


White 
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PETS 

"While from ber Hand each raviſd d G 
RNeceipe- his Cup with Vapours crown be” 
He thinks tis Jove's 5 immortal Feaft, | 
And Venus deals, the Nectar round, 

4. 
As thy each Fountain (Ports ing) 
Some lowely Guardian Nymph bears Sun 
Who from the conſerratel Spring, 

Wila Wn and Satyrs way ang 

"Jo 3 
8 bither, dares no Savage pref, | 
Who Beauty's Srv reign Pow'r denies : 
All, drinking here, ber Charms confeſs, 
And own the Conqueſt 7 her Heer. 
When Phatu d bis Herbs in vain 
On Hyacinth, bad She. been there, 


44 
ab 


Vid Tua She ba reviv'd the Swain, 
Dido, 


Aud made him live to die for ber. 
rf  - 
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— poſſum ferre, Quiriter, 
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CNIFHERE is a great Reſemblance 
detween the Simplicity of True 
> Religion, and the Plainneſs of 

| Good Manners; as well as a Like- 
neſs in the Corruptian of Them. Neither 
is it a wrong Obſervation, that They general- 
ly flouriſh and decline together, True Reli- 
gion manifeſts the right Diſpoſition of the 
Heart towards the Supreme Being ; and Good 
Manners, properly ſo called, ſerve to expreſs 
our Good-will to Mankind. And as, through 
the Artifices of Some, taking Advantage of 
the Ignorance of Others, the Spirit of Reli- 
gion is almoſt loſt in Superſtition and Ceremo- 
nies ; ſo, through the Pride of Superiours and 
the Servility of Inferiours, the Primitive In- 
ſtitution of Good Manners is refined into Flat- 
tery, a fantaſtical Behaviour, and impertinent 
THE: Forma- 
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Formalities. I have in a former Paper re- 
commended to the Men of Quality and 
Faſhion the Revival of the Old Engliſh Hoſ- 
pitality ; and wiſh in This I could perſwade 

them (as a neceſſary Qualification for the 


Other) to reſtore the NN honeſt Good Bree- 
ding of their Fore-Fathers, and to value the 
manly Frankneſs of a True Briton, before 
the ſlaviſh Politeneſs of a Frenchman, HY 
Our Good-Breeding, of late Years, is become 
a Kind of Idolatry from Man to Man; and 
is univerſally underſtood, by our Fine Gentle- 
men, to carry nothing of Benevolence in it. 
Common Civilities, that is, all the outward 
Marks of Eſteem and Affection, ate paid 
from one end of the Year to the other reci- 
procally, by inveterate Enemies; by the Man 
of à fair Character to the moſt profligate 
Wretch, and by the greateſt Villain to the 
moſt Vertuous Perſon. Whereas in juſtice, 
Civilities ought not to be thus Common; 
except we mean to confound Vertue and 
Vice, and treat them as things Indifferent, 
or equally Commendable. There was a 
time, when our Engliſh Spirits were leſs Sup- 
ple and more n when the Cap, and 


— 
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the Bow, and the Viſit, was always beſtowed 
with Diſtinction, and accompanied with a 
kind Intention. Let me therefore exhort my 
Diſciples, to endeavour to retrieve this Chaſti- 
ty of Behaviour; ſince it is the ſureſt Mark 
of a Gallant Soul: And the leſs it is in Faſhion, 
he more EN opreyts pres 
Practice. 

It is by no means 1 my Deſign to encourage 
a ſurly and brutal Abe of Liſe; but 
to bring back my Countrey- men to the Home- 
ſpun Good Breeding of their Anceſtours; and 
to baniſh the pernicious Refinements, which 
have been Imported from thoſe Forreign Coun- 
tries, where Tyranny and Abſolute Govern- 
ment prevail. Thoſe, who diſdain to Fawn, 
will never Inſult : and the Civilities proper 
for à Free People, are ſuch as teach them to 
be neither Arrogant, nor Abject; ſuch as an 
honeſt Man may pay with Honour, and a 
Man of Senſe may receive without a Bluſh. 
Therefore when the Courtier happens to in- 
vite a Farmer to his Table, and gives his 
Service to him in a Bumper, I am pleaſed to 
hear the Elegant Plowman reprimand him by 
ſaying, His Love is ſufficient. 

The greateſt Part of our Modern Good- 
Breeding is either a gloſſy Servility, or a 


folemn 
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ſolemn Impoſture. Our very Highway-men 
have learnt to Rob in ſuch Coart-like Phraſes, 
and with fo good a Grace, that a tender- 
hearted Lady thinks it a Pity to 
fach Accompliſhed Gentlemen. In the mean 
time, in Proportion as we improve in theſe 
Exotick Refinements, our Vertue, our Power, 
and our Liberties moulder away infenfibly. 
' Unmafily Politeneſſes are the'Growth of the 
Courts of Arbitrary Princes, and ſhould be 
rejected by Free States with as much Indigna- 
tion, as the very Laws of Tyranny ; ſince the 
One are in Effect the Fore-Runners of the 
Other. This will appear more evidently, by 
taking a general View of the Hiſtory of this 
boaſted Politeneſs, which I ſhall contract into 
as Narrow a Compaſs as I can. | 
The baſe ſervile Politeneſs then, with all its 
glittering Train of Flatteries and Compliments, 
firſt flouriſhed in the Oriental Nations, where 
even to this Day it is in the greateſt Requeſt. 
The Chaldeans, the Meder, and _ Perſiant, car- 
ried their Civilities to the Exceſs of Adora- 
tion. The People of Europe were of à more 
Maſculine Spirit; naturally averſe to Deſpo- 
tick Rule; and expreſſed their Sentiments of 
Love, and Eſteem, and Reſpect, after a more 
ſfumple and leſs ſubmiſſive Manner. Thus the 
7 Ancient 
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Ancient Greeks, who had been accuſtomed to 
that. Equality by which Popular States ſub- 
ſit, rejected with Scorn the mean Submiſſions, 
which the Kings of Perfia required of them, 
when they came to ſerve in their Wars. As 
for the People of Italy, though their Manners 
had been very much ſoftened by a Mixture 
of divers Greek Colonies ; yet it appears that 
their Commerce with each other was main- 
tained more by Simplicity and Probity than 
Ceremony. Rome, which was a Medley of 
Nations, for a long time was but very Rude 
and Unpoliſh'd; while their Labours were 
wholly em ployed upon War and Husbandry. 
As they began to be civilized by Laws, to 
apply themſelves a little to the Arts of Peace, 
and to multiply ; Neceſſity brought the Infe- 
riour People to be Humble and Reſpectful; 
and Ambition made the Great Men Affable. 
At laſt, Plenty and Luxury, and the Study 
of Arts and Sciences, joined to their Inter- 
courſe with the Greeks (whoſe ancient Vertue 
was degenerated into Politeneſs) carried Ur- 
banity to its Perfection, towards the End of 
the Common wealth. After which, it lan- 
guiſhed by Degrees; and in the Decline of the 
Empire ſunk into an inſipid, effeminate and 
diſhonouraþle, Way of Behaviour. From hence 
the 
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the ſordid Politeneſſes ſpread themſelves firſt 
into the Southern Parts of Europe, and iti the 
End corrupted even the ſtout hardy Tempers 
of the North; and have at laſt unmanned 
them ſo far, as to make- them ſubmit to be 
treated like Eaſtern Slaves. 

From this ſhort Sketch my Readers vill 
ſec, that there is a Medium to be kept in 
what is called Good-Breeding, if we would 


preſerve our Vertue, and our Conſtitution ; 


and that the Rules of Civility ougbt to be 
very different in England, from thoſe practiced 


in France or Sain. Let us be cautious 


how we innovate too much in Genteelneſſes. 
In particular, I hope We ſhall, never ſee the 
meaneſt Freeholder condeſcend to. Scrape, in- 
ſtead of Knocking, at a Great Man's Door , 
and I cannot forbear taking the Liberty to ad. 


viſe our very Fine Gentlemen to Mend their 


Manners, by becomi ing leſs Polite. 
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D 4 O compleat my laſt Diſcourſe, I 
= BE ſhall entertain the Publick this Day 
SS with a ſhort Account of the Civi- 

8 WOE lities and Ceremonies of Politeneſs, 

in Uſe amongſt the Roma: : Leaving to my 
Readers the Satisfaction of running the Paral- 
lel between the modern Cuſtoms and Thoſe, 


which were faſhionable at ſo great an Inter- 
val of Time; as likewiſe the Pleaſure of ob- 


ſerving, how like one wealthy luxurious Na- 


tion is to another, notwithſtanding the Diſtance 
of Ages and Climates. 

The Great Men, who in the Infancy of 
Rome were no otherwiſe niſned from 
the Leſſer People, than as they owned them 
for their Protectours, and who were reſpected 
by them only from a Principle of Gratitude, 
towards the Declenſion of the Republick, be- 


came 
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came Lords over a Multitude of Voluntary 
Slaves, conſiſting of Avaricious Citizens, and 
Self-intereſted Clients. At which Time the 
Servility of the Dependants, and the Haugh- 
tineſs of the Patrons, conſpired to carry Cere- 
mony to a great Exceſs. 

The Man who purpoſed to make his Court 
effectually, was obliged to go every Morning 
to the Leyees of thoſe Perſons of Diſtinction, 
whom he pitched upon for his Patrons. The 
Citizen, and often the Magiſtrate himſelf, 
went about from Door to Door to pay his 
Morning Compliments to.a Great Man ; who 
in his Turn went out to tender the ſame Ho- 
mage to another, greater than himſelf, In 
bidding Good - Morrow, the uſual Geſture was 
to lay the Hand upon the Mouth, in advancing 
towards the Perſoh they caluted; in which 
manner too they paid their Adoration to the 
Gods; but with this Difference, that it was 
not neceſſary to be uncovered to the Deities, 
whereas the Grandees expected, you {hould 
ſtand always bare-head before them. It was 
likewiſe a Mark of Reſpect to kiſs the Hand 


of him you waited on. The Military Men 
performed their Salute by Bowing their Wea- 
pons, when they were armed. But it does 
not * that the uſual Salutation was ac- 


compa- 
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| companied with any Inclination of the Body, 
or Bending of the Knee: Theſe Kinds of Sab 


miſſion were nat introduced, till long * 
the Overthrow of the Commonwealth. 

_- Thoſe who were Leyy-hunters, went al- 
ways dreſſed out in their Habit of Ceremony; 
which was a White Garment. The Porch 
(which anſwers to our Hall) was the Place, 
where the Clients interchanged Civilities one 
with another, till the Patron was in the Hu- 


mour to be ſeen; or till they received Notice, 


that his Honour had made his Eſcape from 
their Compliments, at a Back-Door. But if 
this Man of Importance thought it proper to 
give them fair Play, and go out at his Porch 

a publick manner, his Court of Clients 
preſſed about his Chair. Some ſignalized 


their Zeal in keeping off the Crowd; others 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by endeavouring to 


get as near as poſlible to his Perſon, as well 
to ſee him, as to be ſeen by him. Generally 


ſpeaking, an Inferiour failed not to ſtand u p: 


when a Great Man came into the Places of 


Publick Aſſembly; to remain uncovered in 
his Preſence, and to place him in the middle; 


to give him the Right Hand in walking with 
him; to ſtop ſhort, if he happened to paſs 


dy ; to leave him a free Paſſage, and the riſing 


Part 


No 25 The FREE-THINKER. 177 
Part of the Pavement, if he chanced to meet 
nim in the Street. 

In paying a Viſit, the Viſiter was obliged 
to notify himſelf by a ſet Form; after which 
he was admitted into the Apartment, by an 
Officer, in the Nature of an Introductour. 
Neither was any One exempt from this For» 

mality, but by the Freedom of a great Fami- 
liarity, or by the Priviledge of certain Pub- 
lick Days, fuch as the Firſt of January, or 
the Birth-Day of the Patron ; for then, he 
gave himſelf up to receive the Compliments 
of All, that came. Their Feaſts and Enter- 
tainments had likewiſe their ſettled Laws and 
Regulations, which are ſufficiently known, 

and would be too tedious to enumerates * 

When any One had the Honour of Treating à 
Grandee, the choice of the Gueſts was always 
left to Him; and Fog were invited by the 
Hoſt, in his Name. On the other Hand, if 
you were invited to his Table, you came in 
your Habit of Ceremony. The Rule of Ci- 
vility conſiſted, not in offering to take the 
Loweſt Place, but in going to the Seat allot- 
ted for you by the Maſter of che Houſe, 

There was a Carver always to cut up the 

Diſhes, and to help the Gueſts ; which was ofs 

ten performed to the Sound of Inſtruments. 
M There 


178 The Fxue-TaixnKER, Nez25 


- 36 There was no coming at Employments, but 
by the Suffrages of the People; which made 


the Ambitious Great Men very affable. They, 
who ſtood for Places, were obliged to careſs 
the Meaneſt Citizen, The/Candidates, when 
they had firſt received with Smiles all, who 
came to Compliment them in the Morning, 
went through the City to canvaſs Votes, 
drefled in White, and attended by their Re- 
lations, their Friends and their Clients, The 
Principal Magiſtrates, who intereſted them- 
ſelves for a Candidate, went his Rounds with 
him, and recommended him to the People; 
while He (with a Prompter at his Elbow) 
ſaluted every one by his Name, and em- 


braced thoſe he happened to meet in his 


Walks. | 
In the Publick Places of Rendezvous, the 
Citizens practiced upon each other the Civi- 
lity of Embracing and Kiſſing: And generally 
meant as little, as We do, by thoſe Cordiali- 
ties. This Method of Carefling, which was 
the Ordinary Manner of Salutation, grew to 
be ſuch a Nuiſance, through the Number of 
unſavoury hearty Fellows, who diſguſted the 
Fine Gentlemen with a Cloſe Hug, that Ti- 
berius was at laſt obliged, in Defence of the 


4 Beaus, to aboliſh it hy an Edict. But in all 


proba-· 


# p 
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Probability, It was not long obſerved; ſince 
Martial complains of this Polite Grievance. - 
Notwithſtanding what has been ſaid, I muſt 
vbſerve, to the Honour of the Romans, that 
they gave the ſame Reſpect to Age as they 
paid to Quality, and never refuſed a due Re- 
verence to Grey Hairs. Their Modeſly like» 
wiſe with Regard to their neareſt Relations 
was ſo great, that a Father, or Father in Law, 
was never ſeen to bathe with a Son, or a Son 
in Law. | 
From this Etierd) View of the Civittties : 
and Ceremonfes ptacticed ih a very populous -- 
City, near Two Thouſand Years ago my 
Readers will ſee, that if a Degenerate Polite 
Roman were to riſe and appear in London, 
his Behaviour would not ſeem awkward to 
us; and that he might, without "enquirivig 
into our Cuſtoms, either get a Place at Court, 
or make as govd an Intereſt to ſerve in Par- 
liament for London or Weſtminſter, as any of 
the Preſent Repreſentatives. . What I have to 
obſerve farther to my worthy Countreymen 
(as a Moral to the Whole) is, That this Brave 
People, who, while they preſerved their Home- 
bred Simplicity, gave Laws to Mankind, did 
not long maintain their Greatneſs, their 


M 2 Vertue, 


— 


* 
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Vertue, nor their Liberties, after they be- 
came ſo exceſſively Complaiſant and Well- 


'Bred, 


No 26. Friday, June 20. 1718. 
Diſſentientium inter ſe reprehenſiones non [ unt vi- 
tuperandæ: Maledifta, contumeliæ, tum ira- 
cundiæ contentiones, concertationeſque in diſ- 
putando pertinaces, indignæ philoſophia mihi 


wideri ſolent, 
CickR. de Fin, bon. & mal. 


N my Tenth Diſcontſe, the Love 
of Truth in General is recommen- 
ded, as highly becoming the Dig- 


iy of Man, and as abſolutely 


neceſſary to the Welfare of Society: In the 
Fourteenth, this Doctrine is again inculcated, 
and more Particularly explained: And in the 
Sixteenth; I have ſubjoyned ſome Reflections 
to incite the Men of Scholarſhip and Capa- 
city to traffick altogether in Truths ; and never 


to vend Falſhoods of any Kind to the Vul- 
gar . 
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gar. Before I proceed farther in this Diſtinct 
Set of Lectures, it will be very proper to 
give the Learned (whether Writers or Rea- 
ders) ſome advice with Reference to Con- 
troverſial Books and Pamphlets; ſince they 
alone have contributed more to obſtruct 
the Progreſs of Truth, than all the other 
Volumes, which the Labour of the Preſs has 
brought into the World. z 
When a Perſon of an uncommon Freedom 
of Thought has, in the Integrity of his Heart, 


taken up his Pen either to reſtore an Exploded 


Truth, or to bring a New one to, Light, 
Numbers of a Selt-intereſted Reaſon have, 
with a profligate Zeal, uſed every ungenerous 
Artifice to fruſtrate his Endeavours, and to. 
juſtify Falſhoods. Therefore, that this ſname- 
ful Practice (which brings ſo great a' Diſgrace. 
upon Learning) may for the Future meet. 
with ſome Diſcouragement, at leaſt in a Pro- 
teſtant Nation, I ſhall throw together a few 
plain Obſervations to enable every Candid 
Reader to judge, whether a Controverſialiſt 
gives Fair Play to Truth ; and whether he 
behaves himſelf in the Liſts of. Reaſon as. 
a Free-Thinker, or as a Libertine. This may 
probably put our Skirmiſhers, who have any 
Senſe ot Modeſty, more upon their Guard, and 

M 3 make 
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make them more Frugal of their Reputation; 
ſince the Conſiderations I have to offer upon 
this Occaſion, ſhall be only the Reſult of Com- 
mon Senſe, in order to preſerve Common 
Decency ; and may therefore be received as 
the Standing Rules of Controverſy, never 
to be diſpenſed with upon any Pretence what. 
ſoever. a 

I muſt premiſe, That the Deſign of the 
following Remarks is not to teach the Art 
of Reaſoning ; no more than the ſettled Laws 
of Combat teach the Skill of Duelling. 
The Man, who thall engage Another with 
his Pen or his Sword, is preſuppoſed, in one 
Caſe to be a found Logician, and in the other 
an ex Fencer : If it happens otherwiſe, 
and he is failed in the Conflict, he muſt blame 
his own Raſhneſs for entring upon an Under- 
taking, 'to which his Abilities were not equal. 
But fince, in the Debates of either Kind, it 
is leſs Shameful by far to loſe the Victory 
Fairly, than to gain it by Foul-Play, let me 
recommend the following Reflections to every 
Man, who delires to acquit himſelf like- a 
Perſon of Honour and Equity in en. Chi. 


valry. 


f 1. Every 
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1. Every Man bred to Letters ſhould be- 
have himſelf at leaſt as much like a Gentle 
man, in his Diſputes, as a Man bred to Arms, 
in his Quarrels. Indeed the Scholar ſhould 
be more ſcrupulous than the Cavalier, of for- 
feiting his Honour ; fince a Pen outragioully 
managed, is more pernicious than a Sword; | 
in as much as the Happineſs of Mankind is . 
more deeply intereſted in the Preſervation 
of Truth, than in the Safety of any Private 
Perſon, * 
2. There may by ſome Allowances made 
for the Extravagant Sallies of a ſudden Quar- 
rel; whereas it is not reaſonable to make any 
for perſiſting in a raſh Controverſy. The one 
often begins and ends in an Inſtant, while the 
Blood is in a Ferment and the Deciſion ad- 
mits of no Delay: The other cannat be 
executed to any purpoſe, but with Leiſure, 
and Thought, and much Recollection. The 
Controverſialiſt, who: lets a Succeſſion of Suns 
go down upon his Anger, and ſuffers his Paſs 
ſion to over- rule his Reaſon for Days, Weeks, 
and perhaps Months, (not to ſay Years) to- 
gether, is as unfit a Member of Society, as 
if he were in a State of habitual Madneſs; 
or in a worſe Temper of Mind; which, in- 
M 4 ſtead 
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ſtead of Compaſſion, merits the Deteſtation 
of all Good Men. 

3. Whoever undertakes to write againſt ano- 
ther, ought to be very cautious how he diſ- 
covers any Malice, or other Prepoſſeſſion, 
towards his. Opponent ; ſince his Arguments, 
after ſuch a Diſcovery, will become as ſuſ- 
pected to an Equitable. Reader, as his Evi- 
dence againſt the ſame Perſon would be, in a 
Court of Juſtice. ' 22 
4 The working up of Perſonal Refletions 
with the Matter in Debate is as unfair a Stra- 
tagem, as it would be to fight with an enve- 
nomed Weapon againſt an Enemy, who. fcorns 
ſo baſe an Advantage. Let Perſonal Re- 
proaches (eſpecially if unprovoked) be never 
ſo True, they are inconſiſtent, in fair Rea- 
ſoning, with the Laws of Honour; and if 
Falſe,” they cannot be ſigmatized by too 
black a Name. 

Go; To change. an Authour s Words, nd 
palm others of a different Import-upon Him 
and the Readers; or to falſify the Context 
by Adding, Omitting, Diſ placing even a Sylla- 
ble, or by disjoining the Sentence ; all theſe, 
or any other ſuch Slights of the Pen, are like 
the Conveyances of a. Jugler, a Scholaſtick 
* ; and whoever is guilty of 

| thems 


—— 
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them, He ſhould be marked for a Common 
Cheat. 

6. To charge a Writer with odious Conſe- 
quences and prejudicial Implications, which 
are not neceſſarily deducible from his Propo- 
ſitions, is a Crime of the ſame heinous Na- 
ture with That of Bearing Falſe Witneſs. 

7. To load an Antagoniſt with invidious 
Names of any Kind, till it be firſt evidently 
proved, that in Propriety of Speech They 
belong to the Doctrine he maintains, is like 
prejudicing the Court in order to hinder a 
fair Tryal, and pervert an equitable Judg- 
ment. Therefore the Nick-Names of Atheiſt,” 
Deift, Sociman, Republican, &c. without pre- 
vious fair Proofs, muſt be looked upon as 
the Billingsgate of Controverſy, made uſe of 
to run down Innocence and Truth. 

8. Artfully to elude the Queſtion in Diſ. 
pute, by drawing off the Reader's Attention 
to Forxeign Enquiries, or by perplexing the 
Argument with frivolous Subtilities and im- 
pertinent Digreſſions, which it would be End- 
leſs as well as Needleſs to anſwer; this Prac- 
tice (uſed with too frequent Succeſs) mani- 
feſts the ſame wicked Diſpoſition, as appears 
in vexing an Honeſt Man with a tedious Law- 
ſuit, * involving him in the Quirks and In- 

trica- 


* 
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4 tricacies of Litigation, to defeat a juſt Title, 
It is a mean tricking, Attorney-like Dexte- 
rity, in managing a Controverſy. 

9. The Controverſialiſts, who have been 

14 moſt elaborate in puzzling the Truth, and 
. putting a Gloſs upon Errours and Abſurdi- 
| 


— — — — RCIGe Oo — 


ties, have ſor the moſt part not wanted 
| Acuteneſs of Underſtanding, but Integrity 
| © of Heart; and there appears a great deal 
| 


more of Malice than Ignorance in their in- 
direct Reaſonings. Neither is it a difficult 
Matter (with the utmoſt Candour) to diſ- 
cern whether a Polemical Pamphleteer is 
(in our blunt Phraſe) moſt Knave or Fool ; 
by attending to the following plain Direc- 
tions. Has he a common Perſpicuity and Pro- 
priety- of Style? A competent Share of Wit 
and Imagination à Does he reaſon Conſequen- 
tially upon Falſe Principles? Can he make 
the Moſt of a weak Argument? Does he 
diſcover a ſufficient Stock of Reading and 
Languages to enable him to comprehend the 
Controverted Subject? Does he apply art- 
fully to the Paſſions and Favourite Prejudices 
of the, People? If fo, depend upon it, (let 
him ſay what he will of his Sincerit ty) that 
his Errours are not Miſtakes ; but the e Reſale 
of Choice and mature Prevarication. | 
» 10. To 


* 
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10. To ſum up All; The — of 
Truth is the Righteous End of Controverſy : 
And he, that engages in a Diſpute from 4575 
other Motive, will ſeldom fail to carry It on 
with great Indecency and ſhameful Artifices. 
Neither is Truth it ſelf defended by Sophiſti- 
cal Arguments with better Succeſs, than a 
ſolid Structure is raiſed upon a ſandy Foun- 
dation. Nor does — any more juſtify 

a Debate, than Conqueſt ſancties a War. 
Far Controverſy calls in no Forreign Aids to 


aſſiſt the Force of Reaſon; and differs more 


particularly from every other ſort of Warfare 

in This, that it allows of no Stratagems. 
The Free-Thinker hopes, the Diſputes, 
which ſhall hereafter come under the Preſs, 
will be conducted according to the decent 
Reſtrictions contained in theſe general Obſer- 
vations : For which reaſon They are bumbly 
recommended to. all Scholars, to To framed 
and hung up in their Studies, that they may 
be continually reminded to keep within — 
Bounds when they write, and to judge im- 
partially when They read, Controverſial Diſ- 
courſes and Advertiſements. And ſince the 
moſt irregular Contentions are generally 
about Religion, and Politicks; It is farther 
propoſed, for the Preſervation of Truth and 
- Good 
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Good Manners, That the Offenders againſt 
theſe Rules be poſted upon Church-Doors 
in the Firſt Caſe; and upon the Walls 
round the Court of Requeſts and the Lob- 
bies of Both Houſes of Parliament, in the La- 
ter Caſe. 

Men of a Liberal Education ſhould ſcorn 
to be outdone in Gallantry by the Prize- 
Fighters. Their Challenges are conceived in 
the 'moſt civil Language; and the Tryal 
of Skill is. performed for the moſt part with- 
out Enmity, though with great Spirit. Upon 
this Account a pleaſant young Fellow would 
have me recommended to Controverſialiſts 
this ſhort Form of advertizing their Works, 

ſome time before-hand. | 
Whereas B. H. an approved Maſter in the No- 
ble Kience of Reaſoning, has in a late Diſcourſe 
affirmed, That Men are but Men; 1 A. S. will 
not fail to reply in Print, with all convenient 
ſpeed, to this Bold Aﬀerter ; deſiring. from the 
Candid Readers only a clear Judgment, with 
frict Attention, and 1 Him no Favour. 
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SP HotveR a to Think 
49 Freely, muſt Think Slowly; or he 
will often make more Haſte than 
Ae lnF Good Speed. Precipitation is com- 
mendable only in a Courrier, or a Running- 
Footman ; who are required no more to em- 
barraſs Themſelves with Thought, than a 
Rein-Decr. The true Philoſopher muſt al- 
ways proceed with a ſober Pace; well know- 
ing the Paths he treads are full of Errours ; 2 
great many of which lie ſo deeply concealed; 
that he cannot take one Step forward ſecurely; 
without the utmoſt Caution and Diffidence.. 
This is the Reaſon, why this Paper appears 
but Twice in the Week ; and is a juſt Excuſe 
to my friendly and ingenious Correſpondents, 


u ho, upon this Conſideration, will not think 
them- 


| . 
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themſelves neglected, becauſe many of their 
Letters do not come under the Preſs, and be- 
cauſe the Few, which are printed, are often ſo 
long deferred. Nevertheleſs, with a little At- 
tention, they will have the Satisfaction, from 
time to time, to diſcern, that I frequently 
weave their Hints and Notions into my Eſlays. 
as they fall in with my Subject; and that they 
help to forward the Work of Free-Thinking. 
I range through their Performances, as a Bee 
does through a Field of Flowers: I extract the 
Sweets, and diſpoſe of them into my Store- 
Book, that I may fetch them out upon proper 
Occaſions: Thus what I gathered in March or 
April, may perhaps not ſerve me before Janu- 
ary. True Wit and Good Senſe will bear 
Keeping; and can be Spoiled only by making 
Uſe of them Improperly, or out of Seaſon. 
_ Having thus ſatisfied my Friends in one Par- 
ticular ; it will be proper I ſhould ſay ſome- 
thing to the Publick, with Reference to Ano- 
ther; in which I have been perhaps too ſparing, 
though ſome may think me too laviſh. The 
Free-Thinker receives a great many Letters, 
ſome of which are Congratulatory, others Pa» 
_ negyrical, and ſeveral only Prefaced with Prai- 
ſes and Compliments, to encourage him in his 
Undertaking. After mature Deliberation up- 
| on 
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on ſo delicate a Point, he is of Opinion, it 
3 be 2 Wrong done to the Cauſe of 
Truth and Vertue, if he ſhould forupte ſome- 
times to publiſh Epiſtles of this Nature, and 
wholly ſtifle the generous Commendations, 
which are addreſſed to him, not fot his own 
Sake (he knows very well) but out of 4 Zeal 
for the unprejudiced Principles of Thought 
and Action, he endeavours to implant in the 
Hearts of his Fellow - Subjects. It is fit Man- 
kind ſhould be appriſed, that the Age we live 
in is not wholly deſtitute of Manly: refined 
Spirits, and that Reaſon is ſill countenanced 
by ſome. The Knowledge of this, will be 
apt to raiſe up more Friends to Truth, and 
multiply their Numbers in Time, ſo as to 
make Wiſdom Faſhionable. As for the Bie. 


Thinker himſelf; he is not to be thought of : 


He is a Fairy-Philoſopher, as has been hinted 
already; He is No Body; He is Every Body; 
who in any wiſe promotes, or even approves 
the Undertaking in Hand. It is not a Labour 

to be Vain of; nor a Project, if duly executed; 
that is like to be rewarded in this World. 


Not that an Honeſt Man ſhould be inſenſible 


to Praiſe ariſing from vertuous Actions; thought 
he is to diſregard Cenſure upon that _ 
This plain artleſs Apology will Fe. receive 


E 
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by the Men of. Candour and Ingenuity; and 

Time may convince Perſons of a contrary 


Temper, of the Impartiality of the Free- 
eee Conduct in this Particulaa. 


Mr. Fxz2-THINKER, | May 2 22. 1718. 
YINCE you have gloriouſiy eſpouſed 
the Cauſe of Free- Thinking, it is is but 
c = you ſhould have the Praiſe, which is 
£ die to your Integrity and Boldneſs, -in open- 
+ ly appearing the Friend of Mankind; for 
© ſuch muſt every Writer be, who contends 
© for an Honeſt Freedom of Thought. You 
< muſt expect to meet with Diſcouragements 
© in this Undertaking ; but I am perſwaded, 
© you are well fortify'd with Philoſophy to 
© bear the Attacks of Thoſe, who would en- 
< ſlave their Fellow-Creatures in the moſt 
© cruel Manner, by Fettering their Reaſon. 
© You may depend upon the Aſſiſtance of all 
8 s Minds, who will naturally be fired 
© with a Deſire of ſupporting ſuch an Enter 
< prize. Take Courage therefore, and do not 
_ © faint in ſo noble a Deſign, which is ſo preg- 
© nant in Matter, and ſo proaugive of true 
5 Ap plauſe. 5 
> 1 ing ſeveral Times purpoſed to begin a 


8 « Correſpondence with you, and have as — 
deſi 


» 
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« defiſted, afraid of a Repulſe. Having at laſt, 
from the Candour, which ſhines through 
« your Philoſophy, overcome my Fears, I ſend, 
you a Morning Reflection; and if any thing 
© in it can furniſh out a Hint, worthy your 
Conſideration, it will ee me to far - 
ther Attempts. | 
© In my Compaſs of Obſervation, nothing 
© has been of greater Prejudice to a manly 
© Freedom of Thought, than a ſlaviſn Com- 
© pliance with the Opinions of Men, who are 
© Richer, or Greater than our ſelves. Ad 
_ © vancement in Fortune ſeldom improves the 
© Underſtanding ; and, generally ſpeaking , 
Learning ſinks in moſt. Men, in Proportion 
© as Wealth and Dignity riſes. The Pompouſ- 
< neſs of the Courtier's Title, and the Heavi- 


© neſs of the Citizen's Purſe, do neither of 


them imply a Superiprity of Reaſon and 


„Judgment. If the Expreſſion may be allows, 


© ed, I think nothing is more abſurd, than the 
8 Meaſuring of Men, as it were by the Acre, 
© and Weighing Them by the Pound; or 


© judging of a Perſon of Quality's Parts, by the. 


* Brightneſs of his Star. 

© The far greater Part of the Polite World 
is compoſed of . Patrons and Clients: And 
* till the Latter can be W to Think 
N 


"08 | 
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< for Themſelves, in their State of Dependen- 
cy, we ſhall have too much Reaſon to La- 
ment the Scarcity of Free-Thinking. This 
© Epidemical Evil falls properly under your 
© Notice; and the Redreſs of this Grievance 
© would very much tend to the Succeſs of 
your Labours. | n 


I am, SIR, — 
"Your ver) humble Servant, 
PHILELEUTHERUS HER TFORDIENSIS. 


BY this little Sample of Thought, one may 
ſee, this Hertfordſhire Gentleman has an elegant, 
free Diſpoſition of Mind ; and can employ his 
Leiſure in the Countrey to very good Pur- 
poſe. He has in few Words ſet a prevailing 
Abſurdity in a clear Light. To enforce his 
Obſervation yet farther, I ſhall ſend him (in 
Return) the Reflections, which occur to me in 

g his Letter, that my Readers may, at 
the ſame time be fully cautioned againſt the 

The Perſons, who fall into this Errour of 
giving up their Judgment to ſuch as are diſtin- 
guiſhed by the Acquiſitions, or the Inheritance, 
of Titles and Riches, may be feparated into 
Tor © * 
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Two Claſſes. The Firſt conſiſts of Hraphants; 
Men, who have a Hawk's Eye at a Coxcomb, 
and prey upon his Stupidity, by a ſeemingly 
entire- Reſignation of their Underſtandings to 
his Ignorance. There is little or no Hope of 
_ reclajming theſe Proſtitutes, who have a Senſe 
of Every Thing, but Shame. The Second 
Claſs, not ſo numerous as the Former, is 
made up of Simpletons ; Men, who are afraid 
to Reaſon without Ceremony, and to aſſert 
the Privileges of a Liberal Education. Theſe 
are Perſons not of corrupt Hearts, but daſtard- 
ly Spirits; and may recover a Firmneſs of Mind 
by the Cordials ſcattered through theſe Pa- 
pers. Let them accuſtom themſelves, in the 
mean time, when they hear a Great Man 
Talk, or ſee him AR, to reflect with them- 
ſelves, how they ſhould approve of the ſame 
Speech or Proceeding in an Equal, or an Infe- 
riour; and by Degrees they will begin to 
think, Themſelves not ſuch contemptible Crea- 
tures in Narrow Circumſtances; and ſeveral 
Grandees, no Prodigies in the Affluence of For- 
tune. To chear up theſe Men of vicious 
Humility, a little, for the Preſent ; I {hall con- 
clude with an elaborate ſnort Piece of Elo- 
quence, which was addreſſed by a Dry Joker 
to a very Rich A an, whoſe Extraordina- 
r | N 2 | ry 
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ry Talents lay all in his Coffers : When I con- 
template your Wealth, Six William, ( ſaid the 
Oratour) I admire your Underſtanding ; and 
when I conſider your Underſtanding, I am aſto- 
niſhed at your Wealth ! _ | 
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No 28. Friday, fune 27. 1718. 


\ Ouo teneam vultus mutantem Protea nodo. 
2 | Hor, 


KEE ONDAY laſt concluded my Firſt 
4 * Quarter's Lectures of Common-Senſe ; 
| 7-4 bh (5 in which I have endeavoured to 
Fake 3% Reaſon Freely without Licentiouſ- 
"neſs, and Boldly without Arrogance. But 
1 have fallen into ſuch a Run of Serious 
Thinking of Late, that I begin to be appre- 
henſive of looſing that Freedom of Temper, 
which diſtinguiſhes a Sociable Philoſopher 
from a Onick. This put me upon caſting 
about for ſome+uncommon Amuſement. (of 
which this Town is ſeldom deſtitute) to ſoſ- 
| ; : ten 
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ten the Severity of my Studies, as well as, 
to relax the Attention of my Diſciples, with 
a little inoffenſive Levity. At laſt I be- 
thought my ſelf of making a Viſit to Don 
Sanchio Fernando, the Bold Grimace Spaniard. 
I gave Half a Crown to his. Maſter of the 
Ceremonies; and, when I was ſeated, the 
Don treated me with as many exquilite Faces, 
as would have coſt me Four times the Mo- 
ney at a Print-Shop: To Theſe he threw 
me in Three Songs, accompanied with his 
Guittar, and ſuch Convulſions of the Mouth 
and Writhings of the Neck, as far exceeded 
any of thoſe, which the Late Seignor Valen- 
tini undertook to exhibit, at an exorbitant 
Price, i in the Hay-Market. 

I requeſted the Favour of having a little 
Converſation with his Favourite Fackanapes : 
But, he gravely told me; his Taylor bad 
brought him Home a new Suit of Clothes, 
juſt before J came in; and that he was invited 
to drink Tea with a Milliner in the Neigh- 
bourhood, who. Starches his Ruffs : Though 
1 am ſince informed, This was but a Civil 
Copy of his Countenance ; That, in Reality, 

the Don had killed him out-right with his 
Inhumane Faces; and that Poor Pug died of 
Grief and Ambition, ſince he came into Fleet- 

N 3 | ſtreet, 
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ſtreet, becauſe he was not able to mimick 
half his Maſter's Wry-Mouths. Neverthe- 
leſs, my Curioſity was very well entertained 
by this famous Andaluſian : For, though he is 
a Perſon of a good regular Spaniſh Counte- 
nance, when he gives himſelf no Airs; yet 
he has ſuch a ſutprizing Command of his 
Features, upon Occaſion, that his Grimaces 
are all of a moſt engaging Deformity. 

There has indeed been Publick Encourage- 
ment given, within a few Years, to improve 
the Art of Grinnins, in Great-Britain : But, 
Experience has convinced the Patrons of this 
Refinement, that there is ſo much of the Nor- 
thern Stiffneſs and Inflexibility in the Muſcles 
of a True Briton's Face, that he will never 
be able to arrive at any Excellency, beyond 
the Broad Grin. Let the Judges, who have 
decided Prizes in the Countrey, but impar- 
tially compare the Attempts, they have ſeen, 
with the Performances of the Bold Spaniard ; 
and, if not blinded by a National Prejudice 
to Strangers, they muſt at once deſpair of ever 


ſeeing their Countreymen rival the peculiar , - 


Genius of this Foreigner; or, ſo much as faint- 
ly imitate the ſublime Horrours of his Coun- 
tenance. The Motions of all his Features 
are ſo excentrick, and the Shiftings of his 

Face 
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Face are performed with ſuch Eaſe and Ve- 


locity, that he might paſs, upon the Credu- 


lous, for a Phantome or Goblin, In a Word, 
the Variations of his Countenance are fo 
new, and ſo extravagant at the ſame Time, 
that he would excite Laughter in the moſt 
ſplenetick Man, and extort a Shriek from the 


boldeſt Female, at every Transformation. For 
which Reaſon, I can indulge none of the 


Timid Sex, that are my Diſciples, in the 
Liberty of gajng to ſee him; excepting the 
ſuperannuated Virgins. 

Had this Virtunſo flouriſhed in the Days 
of Ovid, and fallen under the Obſervation of 
a Poet ſo full of Invention, he would have 
furniſhed him with as many Changes of the 
Human Figure, as might Have lengthened his 
Metamorphoſes into a Book beyond the Pre- 
ſent Volume. But, it may be a Queſtion, 
whether any Man, excepting a Modern Sa- 
 mard, could attain to ſuch a monſtrous Mu- 


tability of Looks. The Natives of Hain 


are trained up from their Infancy to talk (as 
it were) with their Features: They begin to 
cut Faces in their Nurſes Laps; and as they 
grow up, their Ideas flaſh in their Looks, 

before they break out into Words; fo that 


with Them a Wink, a Grimace, or « Slang, 
N 4 
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to the Wiſe, is ſufficient; and their Laconick 
Speech is made Eloquent by Signs and 
Tokens. I remember to have obſerved once, 
on Board an Engliſh Packet-Boat, a ſilent 
ſcolding Match between two -Spaniſh. Wo- 
men; in which all: the angry, reproachful, 
and bitter Indications of the Soul were ex- 
preſſed in ſo emphatical a manner, that my 


Eyes were as much offended with their ſcur- 


rilous Looks, as my Ears were ever woun- 
ded with the clamorous Outrages of Billingf- 
gate. This made me wiſh, ſome ſober Spa- 
niard would publiſh a ſmall Treatiſe, for the 
uſe of his Countrey-women, under the Tun 
of The Government of the Face, 

To return to Sanchio Fernando, whoſe Ex 
cit conſiſts in a compleat Abuſe of the 
Viſage: After he had exhibited to me the va- 
rious Appearances of his Aſpect, by Lolling 
out and Doubling his Tongue, Dilating his 
Throat, Diſtorting his Jaws, ſinking Furrows 
through all his Lineaments, Diſplacing his 
Brows either ſeparately or jointly, Rolling and 
Croſs-glancing his Eyes, Sharpening his Coun- 
tenatice, Widening and Contracting his Noſ- 
trils, Modifying his Mouth into a Square and 
a Triangle, with other more minute Defor- 
mities ; when, I HY he bad run through all 

his 
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his Face - Poſtures; he entertained me witli an 
Account, how he uſed to puzzle the Phy- 
ſiognomiſts, and confound all their Rules; 
by Lengthening and Shortening the Lines, 
the Muſcles, and the Features, in which they 


pretend to read the Deſtinies of Men; inſo- 


much that he has, at different times, miſs-led 
the Cunningeſt Obſervers to pronounce Twen- 
ty contradictory Predictions upon him. 
When I had conſidered the Man's Ac- 
comp Amate and obſerved, that he had 4 
Changeable Voice, as well as an unſtable 
Countenance, and that he could imitate un- 
couth Sounds; I told him, he would make an 
admirable Demoniack; and that, if he went 
to Rome, and would hire out his Face to 
the Prieft#” for a Chutch- Shew, and. only ſaf- 
fer Himſelf to be Exorcized twice a Week, 
they would make him a handſome Allowance 
for Life: That they would caſt a Legion of 
Devils out of him, ane by one, to the great 
Edification of the People, and the Emolu- 
ment of the Prieſthood. This Propoſal will 
ſeem very extravagant to ſuch of my Pro- 
teſtant Readers, as have not travelled into 
Popiſn Countreys, and had an Opportunity 
of ſeeing the Conjurations practiced by the 
Infallible Juglers of the * of Rome. : 
In 


\ : * 
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In the mean time, Sanchio finds good En- 
couragement in this City ; and hopes to make 
his Fortune by his Face, without addreſſing 
himſelf to the Ladies, He ſells Grimaces 
to as many People as a Courtier ſells his 
ſmooth Looks, and at a much Cheaper Rate, 
though to as little Advantage to the Purchaſer, 
But the Don muſt be acknowledged more Po- 
lite and generous than the Man in Office ; ſince 
the One is only Liberal of his Frowns, and the 
Other will Smile upon any Man, Gratis. 
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Multi b dn x vemri atque * in- 
dofti, incultique, vitam ficut peregrinantes tranſ 
iert; quibus profecto, contra naturam, corpus vo- 
laptari, anima oneri fuit. Eorum ego vitam mor- 
temque juxta æſtumo; quoniam de utraque filetur. 

: SatLvsr. 
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To the FREE-THINKER. 


May 27: 17 18. 


AM 'a young Gentleman, ſent 
1 © up to Town for Education. My 
— Father has ever been not only 
very indulgent, but liberal, in 
© procuring me all the opportunities of Know - 
© ledge, the Countrey could afford. When 1 
© took my leave' of him, He enjoyned me 
« (with his Bleſſing) to ſtudy fo to accom- 
< pliſh my ſelf, that I might be a Credit to 
k : wy Name, and keep up the Reputation of 
Worth 
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* Worth and Integrity, which our Family has 
© been diſtinguiſhed by, for many Generations. 
< You may imagine, This made no light Impref- 
_ © fion upon me: And the Deſire, I had to an- 
© {wer the Expectations of my Father, raiſed 
ein me an Ambition to imitate the beſt Ex- 
© amples amongſt ſo great a Concourſe of 
© Gentlemen. Therefore my Heart bounded 
within me, as often as I heard (in almoſt 
© every. Company): ſo much Talk of Perſons 
© of Conſequence. I immediately fancyed, I 
* had nothing to do, but to get my ſelf in⸗ 
© troduced into their Acquaintance, in order to 
© learn every Thing, requilite to accomplllh 4 a 
© worthy Gentleman. 
© But upon a little Obſervation and En- 
© quiry, to my great Surprize, I found, that 
© the Town-Language was the very Reverſe | 
* to mine; and that my Countrey Notions of 
© a Perſon of Conſequence were mere Romance, 
© in London. This, it ſeems, is a Character 
« aſſumed Here by ſuch only, as have the 
c Modiſh Pretentions to it; a Glaring Equi- 
© page, a Singularity in Dreſs, a Taſte for 
< the very refined Diverſions of the Park, 
© the Gardens, the Aſſemblies, the Opera's, 
© and the Maſquerades; and, with all this, 
© a . Stock of Vanity, to laugh at 
, and 
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* and deſpiſe the Men of Real Merit. I 
* ſoon began to reflect with my ſelf, that 
© the Women might indeed be allowed to 
« pleaſe. themſelves à little with Trifling 
Amuſements; but, that it is unpardonable 
in a Man to portion out his whole Time 
© ſo inſignificantly, and value himſelf upon 
© his Idleneſs. If therefore, you, Sir, would 
© be ſo kind as to let us young Gentlemen 
© know, what it is to be truly a Perſon of 
« Conſequence, you would do a Service to the 
© Preſent Age, and, at the lame _ holy * 
* ſtruct and Oblige Fg 

* pn 114A. TIT $. 


Tuts Letter ſhews ian diferently a Youth 
4 in the Countrey thinks, from One 
bred within the Air of St. James S or the 
City. How ingenious and manly is the Re- 
flection made by Philaretes.! This Town is 
indeed a meer Wilderneſs of Men; and not 
a Regular Plantation: Which they, who have 
never lived out. of It, cannot ſo well diſcern. 
It is like a vaſt Thicket, choaked up with 
Thorns and Briars, Shrubs and Underwood ; 
but ſcanty in Good en and Trees of Con- 
ſequence. 1 | 

There 
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There is an elegant Deſcription in Job of 4 
Man of Conſequence ; which I recommend to 
the Conſideration of the Youth of Quality 
and Faſhion, to inſpire them with S 


* in the Street : The Toung 
Men — — and the Aged 
aroſe and ſtood up : The Princes refrained talking, 
and laid their Hand on their Mouth. When the 
Ear beard me, then it bleſſed me ; and when tho 
Eye ſaw me, it gave Witneſs to me, &c. With. 
out this Perſonal Worth and Inherent Sub- 
limity of Character, notwithſtanding the Gilt 
Chariot, and the Group of Footmen behind, 
the ſpruce Figure within is but an Idol; He 
is not to be named amongſt the Perſons of 
Conſequence : He is One of the numerous 
Tribe of The Infignificams; and, if he ſhould 
happen to be indiſpoſed, his Valet or his But- 
ler may ſupply his Place at the Ring in Hyde- 
Part, during the whole Seaſon. © 

The Infignificants, properly ſpeaking, are 
the Multitude of Fine Gentlemen, who are 
of no uſe to Society, nor of the leaſt Aſſiſ- 
tance to their Friends and Acquaintance. It 
is the ſame Thing to the Nation, whether 


They be Aſleep or Awake; Alive or Dead; 
ſince 
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ſince they are never ſo much as mentioned 
by the ſenſible mo Mankind, except it be 
with Contem He, on the other Hand, 
is properly a of Conſequence, whoſe Ver- 
tue and Wiſdom render him conſpicuous ; 
who is in every Reſpect equal to his Rank, 
and fills the- PoR allotted to him with Dig- 
nity, and fuch Abilities, as make his Life 
a Bleſſing, and his Death a Misfortune to his 
Countrey. No Man is a Perſon of Conſe- 
quence, whoſe Place can be ſupplied as well 
by the Firſt Man, that comes to Hand : Thus, 
if Trinobantus were to be removed; the In- 
tereſts of Religion would not ſuffer any more, 
than the State is prejudiced by the diſplacing 
of Count Clinquant. Theſe are Men of no 
Energy; and may be compared to Synony- 
mous Words, in which there is no Choice, 
as when one n 
ling up the Periol. 

A Compleat Lift of the Men of Conſe- 
quence, now inhabiting This Iſland, would 

make but a very ſcanty Muſter-Roll; notwith- 
ſtanding the Number of High Stations and 
Preferments, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, is ſo 
ample : So that, if the young Men do not - 
qualify themſelves apace, the Infignificants ' 


will, in a few Years more, grow conſiderable 
enough 
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enough to overthrow, not only the ſmall 
Remnant. of Wiſe Men, but even Them- 
ſelves. The Weekly-Bills furniſh out their 
uſual Quota of Mortality ; and yet the Name 
of a Man of Conſequence. is hardly to be 
found in them, in the Space of Five Years, 
The Race of the Giants in Underſtanding 
and Vertue is almoſt extin& ; and the Dwarfs 
in Knowledge multiply : the Growth of theſe 
Pigmy-Wits amongſt the Learned Profeſſions, 
may be attributed chiefly to the great Neg- 
le& of ſolid, laborious Studies; while they 
feed upon the Muſhroom Diet of Pamphlets. 

About Three Years ago the Nation ſuffered 
a heavy Loſs in the Death of ſome Perſons of 
more than ordinary Conſequence ; which has 
very much thinned the ſmall ſurviving Band 
of Patriots. The following Verſes were the 
ſoddain Overflowings of a Gentleman's Heart, 
who was no Stranger to the ſhining Vertues of 
One of thoſe Worthies, whoſe Memories are 
ſtill dear to ſuch as know the ineſtimable uu | 
e of a Free Government, 


5 
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To the Memory of the Rt. Hon. the 
late Earl of HALIFAX, 8 


* 


Wy Ecing o'er thy Sacred Um, 
Ever ſhall the Muſes mourn t 
Sadly ſrl their Numbers flow, 
Ever elegant in Noe. 

* Thouſands, nobly born, ſhall die; 
Thouſands in Oblivion lie : 

Names, that leave no "Trace behind ; 
Like the Clouds before the Wind, 
den the ducky Shadows paſs, 
Lightly fleeting o'er the Graſs. 

But, O HAT ITA Thy Nane 
Shall through Ages riſe in Fame. 
Sweet Remembrance ſhalt Thou find 
Sweet in every noble Mind, 
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Beware what Spirit rages in your Breaſt: 
For Ten Injpir'd, Ten Thouſand are poſſeſt. 
Roscom. 


_— — TY 4 1 kd 4 —_ is. the 
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HE Free-Thinker has, upon his ſet- 
= & ting out, declared hinaſelf to be 
| 8 diſengaged from Party- Prejudices: 


no Occaſion to the Lovers of Truth to ſuſ- 


pect the Impartiality of his Conduct. He is 
very ſenſible, that the Generality of his more 


ſerious Lectures will be tacitly difapproved 
by Many; and can only regret, that there 


are Men ſo Diſingenuous, as to diſlike what 
they cannot, with Reaſon, contradict. Not- 
withſtanding the Diviſions and Subdiviſions, 
by which my Countreymen have agreed to 


Canton out themſelves, I ſhall always induſ- 


trioully avoid the Common Names of Con- 
tention, and chooſe to conſider my Compa- 
triots (nd all n under Two very 2 

nera 


And he hopes, he has hitherto given 


. 
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neral Heads, which imply no nartow Views, 
nor any Mark of Diſtinction inconſiſtent with 
Equity and Good Nature. Not to keep my 
Reader in ſuſpenſe, my Diviſion of Men is 
into The Reaſonable, and The Unreaſonable : 
And when I blame, or commend, any parti- 
cular Perſons; when I approve, or diſapprove . 
of, any Set or Combination of People; it will 
be, only ſo far as they fall under the One or 
the Other of theſe Two Comprehenſive Dif- 
tinctions. This main Diviſion ſettled, I fhall 
take a particular Care, never to rank any of 
my Fellow Subjects in the wrong Claſs; but 
to ſort them according to their Merits, and 
the Deciſion of Common Senſe, 
I enter this Preface upo = tie Boche ef 
the Free-Thinker, as his Proteftarlon againft all 
fuch as may be apt to calumniate him for 4 
Party-Writer, while he contends only for 
Truth and Sound Senſe in Topicks of Re- 
ligion and Government. And I haye done 
it more particularly upon This Day, becauſe 
the Subject, I am going upon, will un⸗ 
doubtedly offend a great Number of The Un. 
reaſonable ; whoſe Teal (like a glowing Plate 
of Iron thrown into Water) is never more 
outrageous, than when any one attempts to 
quench it with the Sobriety of Reaſon. 

0 2 AMONGST 
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_ AMoNssrT the notorious Abuſes of Rea- 
ſon, and Religion, Fanaticiſm is perhaps the 
moſt flagrant of any, as well as the moſt per- 
.nicious to Society. It is a Compoſition of 
.Superſtition and "Enthuſiaſm ; and, when ſuf- 
.fered to gather Strength, by ſpreading its 
.Contagion through a Multitude, it makes 
Havock in a Nation, like a Fire, drove by 
.the Wind through a rich Harveſt of Corn. 
It overbears all Order and Government, all 
Vertue and Sound Religion : Since they, who 
are thoroughly poſſeſt with it, act with the 
{ame Intrepidity, and with much greater Fury, 
than the moſt Heroick Spirits exert, when 
they call up all their Reſolution and Man- 
hood in Defence of what is moſt Dear and 
Sacred to the ſober Part of Mankind, 

. Fanaticiſm is an Evil of as early a Date 
as any other Miſchief of a Publick Concern; 
and the Hiſtorians, in all Ages, give ſome re- 
| markable Inſtances of its fatal Conſequen- 
ces. To go no farther back than the Times 
of the Roman Common- Wealth; Florus, in 
his Third Book, gives a ſhort Account of 
Eunus, a Fanatic, who excited above Sixty 
Thouſand Men (moſt of them Slaves) to take 
up Arms; and, by the Spirit of Deluſion put 
the Roman People to the Trouble and Ex- 


pence 


ure an 
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pence of a Bloody War. It would be end- 
leſs, as well as needleſs, to produce Exam 
ples of this Wickedneſs after the Eſtabliſh-" 
ment of Chriſtianity in the World; fince moſt- 
of my Diſciples will be able to recollect for 
themſelves ſome memorable Diſorders, occa- 
ſioned by the Fanaticks, both Abroad and at 
Home. Therefore, inſtead of enumerating 
the various Egormities tranſacted by Viſiona- 
ries, I ſhall point out their diſtinguiſhing 
Marks, in order to prevent future Miſappli- 
cations of the ee Name of Fanati- 
ciſm, and to ſet Honeſt Minds upon their- 

Guard againſt ſo ſpecious a Miſchief. 
Fanaticiſm, to a Man of an extenſive, un- 
prejudiced Thought, implies an uncommon 
Pretence to Religion and Sanctity, and ſome- 
times Inſpiration it ſelf, together with an evi- 
dent Mixture of Madneſs or Infatuation, ac- 
companied for the moſt part with a Reſtleſ- 
neſs and Turbulency of Spirit, which is incon- 
ſiſtent with the Peace of Society, and any 
ſettled Form of Government.” The True 
Fanatick is always moſt earneſt about ſome 
palpable Superſtition, which is not only no 
Part of Sound Religion, but even deſtructive 
of it: He contends with Vehemence for Opi- 
nions 1 abſurd; and cannot live 
1 in 
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in any Degree of Charity with fuch as differ 
from him: His Religious - Syſtem is chequer- 
ed with Contradictions: He is hurried on by 
the Impetuoſity of his Zeal to break through 
all Regards of the moſt ſacred Importance, 
that ſeem to thwart his extravagant Schemes; 
never conſidering the Lawfulneſs, the Expe- 
diency, nor the Wiſdom, of the Means he 
wins ; nor attending to the Miſchiefs or fatal 
ces, that manifeſtly threaten either 
Himſelf, or Numbers of People, or even 
whole States and Kingdoms. 7 
Having ſpecified the Principal Tokens of 
Fanaticiſm; I muſt obſerve, that It is a very 
catching Evil, and ſpreads its Infection apace 
through weak Minds ; more eſpecially amongſt 
the Inferiour People, who are eager to lay 
hold of any Opportunity to make Them- 
ſelves Conſiderable, and to treat their Supe- 
riours with Contempt. Another Peculiarity ' 
of this Deluſion is, that the moſt Impious, 
as well as the moſt Ridiculous, Notions will 
be received with Veneration by Perſons of a 
Fanatical Diſpoſition. There was a Sect of 
Fanaticks (for Inſtance) called Adamitet, who 
took a Fancy to be Godly and Naked, in 
Imitation of our Firſt Parents in their State 
of Innocency, * Congregations were 
held 
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held in a warm Stove; they put off their 


Clothes at the Door; and 652 Men and Wo- 


men, the Prieſt not excepted, ſate promiſ- 
cuouſly upon Benches raiſed one above ano- 
ther, without the leaſt Covering: When their 
| Devotions were ended, ap dreſſed, and 
went to their Houſes in the Sinfulneſs of 
worldly Garments. 

How ſiniple and woche ſoever the 
Phrenzy of ſome Fanaticks may be in the 
Infancy of their Religion; yet when their 
Perſwaſion begins to prevail amongſt the Mul- 
titude, and Proſelytes flock in daily to them; 
it generally happens, that cunning and am- 
bitious Men mix in their Aſſemblies, and lead 
the Poor Ignorants, by Degrees, into Projects 
for modelling the Laws and the Government, 
according to their awn wild Fancies; the 
firſt Step to which is by teaching them to 
queſtion the Authority of the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate. So that, notwithſtanding their out- 


ward Pretentions to Grace, their concealed 


Intention is Dominion, in the End. 

From what has been ſaid, a Free- Thinker 
will conclude, that the Denomination of 
Fanaticiſm (though the Vulgar have been 
taught otherwiſe) is by no means applicable 
to People of any Communion, who live ſo- 


O4 _ 


OED 
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berly within an orderly Regulation, and in 
a due Obedience to the Laws of their Coun- 
trey. Men may degenerate into Fanaticks un- 
der any Form of Church-Diſcipline, as well 
as they may become Slaves under the ſhew 
of any Conſtitution of Civil Government : 

As well under the Appearance of a Common 
wealth, as under Monarchy. In as much as 
the Members of any Church approach the 
Religious Phrenzy particularized above, in ſo 
much do they. diſcolour their Devotion with 
Fanaticiſm. For this Reaſon, every Honeſt 
Man ſhould take good heed, not to engage 
himſelf and others more warmly in propa- 
gating any Opinion or Practice, than its real 
Worth and its plain Conſequences will juſti- 
fy. It will likewiſe be proper to remark here, 
that a well-meaning Perſon may often ſet out 
very innocently with an Ardour for Somewhat 
no way to be condemned; and yet by ſuffer- 
ing his Zeal to be worked up beyond the De- 
of Moderatian, he may be heated into 


grees 

Fanaticiſm, and made the Tool of IIl- de- 
ſigning, Factious People. Therefore, as the ſa- 
feſt General Cautiog I can give, let me adviſe 
all my Fellow-Subje&s to conſult the Statute- 
Book, together with their Bible ; for, whoſoever 


reads the Scriptures, and overlooks the Acts 
of 
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of Parliament, will be apt to make but mad 
Work in the State. 

The Truths, I have delivered" upon this 
Subject, are chiefly intended to bring a Con- 
ſiderable Number of Britons to a right Senſe 
of their Condition; Men, who are in the 
Depth of Fanaticiſm, and yet ſeem ſo little 
apprized of their Errour, that they loudly 
Reproach their innocent Neighbours with an 
Extravagance, which in Juſtice is applicable 
to Themſelves alone: And of This I hope 

to convince my Readers of common Capacity 
and common Ingenuity, in the ai 
Pap 
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A E Foregoing Paper aid he cal 
1 dered as the Mirrour of Fanati- 
TEK 


ciſm : And I have endeavoured to 
make this Looking-Glaſs ſo Large 
for the Uſe of the Publick, that every One 
may view himſelf in it, in his full Proporti- 
ons; and ſo True, that the Reflection it 
caſts, may neither flatter, nor aggravate, the 
Deformities of thoſe, who ſhall Be Philoſo- 
phers enough to conſult it. There are ſome 
Perſons in every Communion of Chriſtians, 
who, if they approach it nearly in the full 
Light of Reaſon, may perhaps diſcover ſome 
little Blemiſhes of Fanaticiſm in the Com- 
plexion of their Religion; which may be eaſily 
worn out by the Gentle Application of a few 
cool Thoughts. But the Perſons I more ear- 
* exhort, for their own Good and the 
Quiet 


As when "tis in a * i Hub. 


* 
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Quiet of their Neighbours, to look into it 
with Attention, are a conſiderable Number 
of the King's Subjects, who have ſet Them- 
ſelves up againſt the Eſtabliſhed Church, and 
the Legal Conſtitution of the Nation. And, 
notwithſtanding we know them to be ſurroun- 
ded by a Thick Miſt of Prejudices, yet I am - 
in hopes the Mirrour will bear fo ſtrongly up- 
on them, that they will ſee themſelves, as 
they are; in a quite different Shape and Figure 
to what they imagine. They will be apt 
from hence, at firſt, to take it for a Magical 
Glaſs; while it only repreſents the Truth of 
Things, to the Aſtoniſhment of ſuch as are 
not accuſtomed to Truth. Nevertheleſs, leſt 
they ſhould wilfully ſhut their Eyes, and una- 
nimouſiy reſolve not to know themſelves, 
I ſhall paint them out to others for Compleat 
Fanaticks; in which Light (though it be their 
proper Repreſentation) they have not yet 

been ſhewn. | % fect | 
Before I apply what has been laid down in 
Friday's Paper to this Se& of Viſionaries, I 
beg leave to obſerve ; That Fanaticks of moſt 
Kinds have uſually taken the Advantage of 
ſome great Convulſion or Diviſion in the State 
to broach their Extravagancies; well know- 
ing, that while the Minds of the * 
uniet- 
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unſettled, they will the more readily embrace 
any New Opinions; and that the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate is in ſuch a Juncture diverted, by more 
weighty Conſiderations, from attending to 
their Irregularities. The Revolution there- 
fore, under King William, (from which Time. 
we Date the Firſt Folly of theſe Men) was 
very favourable to their Deſigns ; | and they 
accordingly found their Account in it. This 
premiſed, I proceed to make my Applica- 
tions; in order to which, I ſhall be obliged 
to recapitulate the Princi pal Marks and 
Tokens of Fanaticim. | 

I have. ſaid, Fanaticiſm implies i an uncommon 
Pretence to Religion and Sanity, and ſometimes 
Inſpiration itſelf, together with an evident Mix- 
ture of Madneſs or Infatuation, accompanied for 
the moſt part with a Reſtleſneſt and Turbulency 
of Spirit, which is inconſiſtent with the Peace of 
Society, and any ſettled Form of Government. 

The Unhappy Men, I am ſpeaking of, will 
not (I believe) refuſe to own, that They 
pretend to a more than ordinary Share of Re- 
ligion, of Sanctity, and of Grace: At leaſt 
we, who read their Writings, and hear their 
Diſcourſes, can witneſs to the Truth of This 
Imputation. They Alone are the ſmall Rem- 


nant of Britons, who are the Favourites of 
the 
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the Supreme Being; They Alone are His 
Choſen People ; They Alone are the True 
Chriſtians ;* They Alone are in the High-Road 
to Eternal Happineſs. - And indeed, with- 
out this Preſumption, it were impoſſible for 
them to ſubliſt: It is by vertue of 'this Pre- 
tence to a Sublimated Godlineſs, that all 
| Fanaticks recommend Themſelves to the Ig- 
norant and the Credulous, and multiply the 
Number of their Proſelytes. In this Im- 
poſture they do but imitate the Common 
Quacks and Mountebanks, who thrive,” not 
in Proportion to their Skill, but according 
to their Extraordinary Talent of Boaſting. 
I cannot charge Them with laying Claim 
dir ectly to Inſpiration, which is often a main 
Ingredient in Fanaticifm. But, though They 
may think this Mark of Divine Favour not 
ſo proper for their Purpoſe; yet their Prieſts 
aſſume Another, which is of a higher Nature, 
and operates more powerfully upon Believers, 
We read, throughout the Scriptures, of in- 
ired Men, who at the ſame. time did not 
arrogate to Themſelves the abſolute Diſpo- 
ſal of God's Mercies and Judgments: ' Where- 
as the Doctors of this New Church tell us 
loudly, There is no coming at Salvation, but 
. their Permiſſion. © Beware of Cun- 


terfeits, 
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terfeiu, is (in effect) their Cry to the People: 
We have a Patent for the Monopoly of 
Grace; and it is not to be had Pure within 
this Nation, but from our Hands; unleſs you 
Purchaſe it clandeftinely from ſome of the 
Pope's Emiſſaries. 

That there is a Mixture of Madneſs or 
Infatuation in the Schemes of theſe miſguided 
Wretches is evident, if we only conſider, how 
their Certain Hopes have been fruſtrated theſe 
Thirty Years ; and how they have been led 
out of one Folly into another, Month after 
Month, for ſo long a Time, by a continual 
Succeſſion of falſe Hopes: And yet, they have 
neyer had the Wit ſo much as once to ſuſpect 
the Deceit. Solomon ſays, Hope deferred ma- 
keth the Heart fiek': But theſe Nonjuring Fa- 
naticks are of ſo ſanguine a Complexion, that 
repeated Diſappointments are a Cordial to 
their Spirits; and they grow, through Delays, 
more confident of Succeſs. They never ſo 

much as reflect upon the Medley of concur- 
ring Incidents, both Abroad and at Home, 
which are to combine in their Favour; any 
of which failing, their Chimerical Project (in 
all Probability) vaniſhes into Smoak. Beſides, 
their Madneſs overlooks the Bloodſhed and 
2 it muſt. coſt to accompliſh their 
wicked 
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wicked Intentions : And after all, in the Ups 
ſhot, it is not likely they can be Gainerss 
but highly reaſonable to imagine, they Them- 
| ſelves would fall the foremoſt Sacrifice ta 
their own Inſatuation. 

That theſe Tealots are of a Refileſ and 
Turbulent Spirit will appear to any By-Stan- 
der, who recollects their whole Conduct from 
the Beginning; though This, indeed, has been 
more Remarkable ſince his Majeſty's Acceſ- 
ſion to the Throne: As may be ſeen by the 
late Unnatural Rebellion, in which they were 
ſo active; by the frequent Riots and Tu- 
mults, they have excited through the Na- 
tion; by the ſeditious and treaſonable Books, 
Pamphlets, Sermons and Papers, they and 
their Friends have publiſhed; by their viru- 
lent and reviling Speeches - againſt the King, 
and his Government; and, laſtly, by the no- 
torious Evidence of their unwearied Endea- 
vours to engage Forreign Powers to afliſt their 
cruel Projects for embroiling their Native 
Countrey in a Civil War. 

I have likewiſe faid; That the Thus Fang- 
tick is aleays moſt earneſt about ſome palpable 
Superſtition, which is not only'n0 Part of found 
Religion, but even deſtructive of It: He con- 
tends with Vehemence for Opinion notoriouſly 

abſurd ; 


a 
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| abſurd ;" and cannot live in any Degree of Cha- 
„ ri with ſuch as differ from him. 


Do not the Doctors of theſe deluded Peo- 
ple teach the abſolute Neceſſity of Confeſſion 


| ad Sacerdotal Abſolution; the uncontroul- 


able Validity of Humane Benedictions and 


Denunciations; and (not to be tedious in 
Particulars) even the Uſe of Prayers for the 
Dead e And all theſe manifeſt Superſtitions 


are (to the Deſtruction of ſound Religion) 
— upon their Diſciples for the mote re- 
fined Doctrines of the Church of England! 
Do they not vehemently contend for abſurd 
Opinions, when they Write, and Preach, and 
Talk, ſo warmly for the Exalting of their par- 
ticular Scheme of Church- Authority, to not 
only the Over-ruling, but the Subverſion, of 
the Civil Power? As likewiſe, when they 


make the Salvation of Mankind, as well as 


their whole Title to Chriſtianity, depend 
upon. ſuch a Succeſſion of Prieſts as cannot 


be proved; and if they had a skillful Church- 


Herald able to make out the Sacerdotal Pe- 
digree, we ſhould again'be at a Loſs to know, 

whether it was the Work of meer Chance, ot 
the Deſign of Providence. 


As to their want of Charity and Common 


Benevolence towards all their Countreymen, 


who 


* 
We 
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who differ from them; It is an lmputaton, 
which - manifeſts - it ſelf daily, - both. in- thei, 
Clergy and their Laity. The Writings an, 
Sermons of the one, and the Bitter Lan- 
guage ard tumultuary Proceedings of the 
other, upon all Occaſions, give every ſober. 


Engliſhman Cauſe to lament the Phrenzy of 


their exaſperated Tempers. Nay, ſo exceeding-. 
ly void of Chriſtian Charity are their Cham 
pion- Doctors, that they not only Un-Church 
all of us, who are not of their Communion; 
but refuſe Quarter even to their old Friends, 
when they happen to. boggle at any of dag 
Extravagancies. My Reader may: ſte In 

ces of This, in the Colledfion of Dr. Hicker's $ 
| pers, where Mr, Hodel, Biſhop Ken, and 
others, meet with no Kind Treatment. 


' Though I have handled this Subje& under 


very General Heads, and with as much Con. 
ciſene[s as is conſiſtent with Perſpicuity et 
1 find, I ſhall be obliged: to run it out into 
another Paper, to compleat the Obſervations, 
I at firſt propoſed to make upon theſe Fands 


ticks : For which Reaſon I requite the Pati- 


Ence * my Readers till next fa 


AN 4 Hi, 


ö 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


226 The FREE-TRINK ER. N*32 


-#1)\\ WC => 4d 5x85) Dis. 2.9 2M f 
—». _ _ | 7 =) a —- 1 N 6 — 52 > Ul \- = 


No 32. Friday, July 11. 1718. 


l 0 4 


of his Zeal to break through all Regards of the 


Vo fo fit for Reign, as Aaton's Rave, 
If once Dominion they could found in Grace ? 
Theſe led the Pact; though not of ſureſt Scent, 
Ter deepeſt mouth'd againſt the Government. 
A numerons Hoſt of dreaming Saints ſucceed, 
Of the True, Old Enthuſiaſtick Breed; 
"Gainſt Form and Order they their Power employ, 
Nothing to Build, and All Things to Deſtroy, 

| Davpen's Abſal. and Achit. 


AM, this Day, to purſue the Im- 
PTY putation, charged upon Many of 
the King's Subjects, through the re- 
maining Principal Tokens of Fa- 


ut 


42 


7 — 
2 


ndticiſin. The Reader is, therefore, deſired to 


recollect, That I have cloſed the Paragraph, 
upon which I argue, by ſaying ;* That the 
Fanatick's Religious Syſtem is chequered with Con- 
tradiffions : He is hurried on by the Impeturfity 


maſt 
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moſt ſacred Jmportance, that ſeem to thwart his 
extravagant Schemes ; never conſidering the Laws 


fulneſs, the Expediency, nor the Wiſdom, of the 
Means he uſes ; nor attending to the Miſchiefs 
or fatal Conſequentes, that manifeſtly threaten 
either Himfelf, or Numbers of People, or even 
tobole Stater and Kingdoms, | - 
Is it not a Contradiction to Common Senſe, 
to pretend to Enſure the [Eſtabliſhed Prote- 
ſtant Church of England, by endeavouring 
to ſet a Declared Papiſt on the Throne ? [Is 


it not likewiſe a Notorious Contradiction, 


to preach up the Imminent Danger of This 


Church from a Proteſtant Succeſſion, which 


is the only Human Security She can have 
Nor is it leſs à Contradiction in Theſe Men, 
to ſet themſelves up for the.only True Mem- 
bers of the Reformed Church of England, 
while they not only depart from ſome of her 
ſettled Doctrines, but likewiſe embrace Ney 
joined by her, ſince the Oompleating of [the 
Reformation. H ait K 
L -aſtly, it ſeems needleſs to uſe Argument 
to prove, That the Zeal of theſe Frantick 
Deſperates is wholly Inconſiderate; and that 
They would not ſcruple, at any. rate, to re- 
move every Obſtacle to their Uyrighteous 
5 P 2 Purpoſes. 
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Purpoſes. What has been ſaid (in Mondays 
Paper) of their Madneſs and Turbulency, will 
in a great Meaſure juſtify this Imputation. 
Sooner than quit their Mad Project, They will 
lay aſide all Regard to the Laws of their 
Countrey, to Religion, and to every Social 
and Moral Vertue. The Hazard of their own 
Lives and Fortunes, as well as the Ruining 
of Others, nay the Deſolation of the whole 
Illand, and even of Mankind, would proba- 
bly not give the leaſt Check to their Fanati- 
cal Phrenzy, could they find a favourable Op- 
portunity to exert it, in its full Vigour. I 
might here expatiate upon the wild — black 
Deſign of their Martyr '* Shepheard, whoſe 
Guilt may juſtly be charged upon the Sect; 
fince none of their' Prieſts, nor any of their 
Leading Men, (not to mention the general and 
open Approbation of their Populace) have 
yet in their Writings, or even in Converſa- 
tion, publickly teſtified their Abhorrence of 
That intended Aſſaſſination, not to be men- 
tioned without Horrour. 

Tu us, have I run through all the Parti- 
culars, that enter more or leſs into the Compo- 
ſition of True Fanaticiſm, according to the 
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proper Acceptatian of the Term in all Ages, 


and in every Countrey, amongſt reaſonable 
Men. And I queſtion not, but every impar- 


tial Reader will be convinced, from what . 
has been ſaid, that the Members of This Diſ- | 


affected Communion (whom I ſhould be glad 
tq reſtore to their Senſes) are Downright Fana- 
ticks, in the full Import of the Word. I muſt 

add, that I could have been much more Ample, 
though not more Clear, in my Proofs : And, if 
any one ſhould ſuſpect my charging Them 
with Opinions and Tenets, not belonging to 
Them, I muſt refer him for his Satisfaction 
to the Writings of Leſley, Hickes, Horpcl, and 
Others. I muſt likewiſe declare, that I pub- 
liſh theſe Three Diſcourſes with all the Can- 
dour of a Free-Thinker, whoſe Heart is bent 
upon Truth, more eſpecially in Matters im- 
mediately relating to the Welfare of Society, 
and the Proſperity of the Britiſh Nation. 
The Perſons therefore, who are in the Depths 


of this Unparallelled Fanaticiſm (conſidered 


in all its Circumſtances) will very much 


wrong me, if they imagine, T have any other 


Intention in This Labour, but to reclaim 
Them to Reaſon, and to fortify Others againſt 
the Contagion of their catching Phrenzy. 


At the ſame time; I hope, 1 need 1 not admo- 


P 3 ; niſh 
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nifh my Diſciples, whoſe Intereſt, and Ver- 
tue, and Good Senſe, ſecure them from . 
into the Extravagancies of theſe Delu 
People, to make 2 proper Uſe of Theſe Ar- 
guments (without Paſſion) for the Service of 
their Conntrey. 

I cannot quit this Subject, before I makes 
Two Obſervations more (gtounded ſtill on 
the Firſt Diſcourſe) with Revetenee to theſe 
Fanaticks. How ſimple and inoffenfive ſorver = 
the Intentions of the Founders of their Sect 
may have been, in the Beginning ; it is too 
evident, That, as their Perſwaſton prevailed 
amongſt the Multitude, and Proſelytes flocked in 
daily to them; cunning and ambitious Men have 
mixed in thei Aſſemblies, and led the poor Igno- 
rants, by Degrees, into Projetts for modelling the 
Law: and the Government, acccording to their 
own wild Fancits ; the firſt Step to which was 
by teaching them to queſtion the e of the 
vil Magiſtrate, To bring about this Maſter- 
whe of Iniquity, their Machiavellian Doctors 
et their Heads to work to ſpin Sophiſtry, 
and weave a mining Tiſſue of Falſe Argu- 
ments, unfairty drawn from the 3 
the Fathers, our Lays, and our Hiſtory ; more 


plauſibly to found an Eccleſiaſtical Schiſm 


upon a Secular Controverſy : And, _— 
they 
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they have fo well 2 That they have 
made a Treafonable Allegiance to a Popiſh 
Pretender, in all appearance, a main Article 
ol Faith in their Church. So that, according 
to their Fanatical Doctrine, even Poor Me- 
chanicks (the Majority of the Faithful) muſt 
be able to determine of the Laws' of the 
Land, of the Privileges of a People, and of 
the Rights of Princes, helpre they can be Or- 
thodox Chriſtiahs. 

My ſecond Obſeryation i is, that a Thing, uo 
way to le condemned in it ſelf, may be perverted, 
and made uſe of, to ven pernicious Purpoſes, ly 
Fanaticks. Thus, is the Book of Commons 
Prayer abuſed, which our Firſt Reformers 
introduced to "prevent Enthuſiaſm ; and our 
| Liturgy employed by theſe Fanaticks to de- 
ſtroy that Church, for whoſe Service and 
Preſervation it was compiled. Thus, likewiſe, 
is the Inſtitution of Biſhops in our National 
Church lifted off its ſolid Foundations, and 


propped (like 3 Saſte in the Air) upon the 
Chimerical of a Reval, Rectilineal 
Prieſthood, independent of ehe State. | 
To conclude this whole Argument; 
Though the Free-Tbinker is a Friend to Liber. 
ty of Conſcience in Matters purely Religious ; 
yet, by vertue of his Character, he muſt de- 
P 4 clare, 
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clare, that every Government is, in Duty and 
Prudence, obliged to uſe all effectual Methods 
to diſcountenance, and even to ſuppreſs a Set 
of Fanaticks, who make Diſaffection to the 
Government they live under, an Eſſential 
Doctrine of their Religion; and who, under 
the Pretence of a more Refined Sanity, 
are perpetually endeavouring to diſturb the 
Publick Peace, and to preach up Rebellion, 
by profanely miſapplying the Language, and 
perverting the Doctrine, of the Goſpels. The 


moſt Friendly Advice therefore, which can 
be given theſe Seditious Viſionaries, is to en- 


treat them to lay aſide their fatal Obſtinacy, 
with all convenient Speed, of themſelves ; 
before, they urge the Civil Power to treat 
them with that Severity, which they have long 
ſince deſerved. 


8 


N bow karg-Tuunx Ex. yy 


l N 


Ke) 


Ne. Males eh oy "_ 


— 4 11 1 


Ouil agas, niſi ut te redimat TY quam auen 
Minimo? Si nequeas paxlulo, at S queas : 
Et ne te Micke. ee ae e TIE. 
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RU 2 HE Fre-Thinker is grown into 4 
* 7, mighty Repute amongſt the Un- 
5 W© fortunate Lovers; and receives a 
ereat many elegant Sighs and Com- 
plaints, in Proſe and in Verſe. This ſhews, 
that Mankind are more apt to communicate 
their Diſappointments, than their Succeſſes : 
And indeed, moſt Men are Philoſophers 
enough to ſupport the whole Tide of their 
Joys ſingly ; but there are very few, who would 
not ſink under their Griefs, did they not ſhare 
them amongſt their Friends. 


* 
; * 


N. W. conjures me to lend him a helping | 


Hand to baniſh out of his Mind the Foll 


loying E. W. above Ten Years, in vain, Phi- 
lander complains of the Inconſtancy of Bella- 


mira, one of my Diſciples ; and deſires me 
to 
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to chide her back to her Faith. An Under- 
gn of Cambridge, who cannot Study, 

to qualify himſelf for his Degree, without 
the Fumes of a Pipe, and at the ſame time 
deſperately loves a Virgin, who has a mortal 
Averſion to Tobacco; deſires to know how 
to conduct himſelf with Prudence under this 
Dilemma. Iufelix lives oppalite to a fair De- 
ceiver in a certain Yard, who has malici- 
ouſly enſnared him with her Looks and Geſ- 
tures, and refuſes to receive his Letters. | 
am ſorry 1 have not Leiſure to take into my 
Conſideration Theſe and ſeveral other Love- 
Caſes, which lie before me. However, in 
hopes to adminiſter ſome Relief to -moſt of 
the Complainants, I ſhall beſtaw a few Re- 
flections upon one af their Fellow-Sufferers, 
who ſeems to be in the greateſt Diſtreſs ; 
which he expreſſes in the following Letter, 


*. Faze-Trinx3Rs June 2. 1778. 


W. ENI tell you, that I highly 
eſteem all Attempts for recovering 
© the Rights of Mankind, you will eaſily imas 

< gine what a. pleaſing Train of Reflections the 
« Firſt Appearance of your Paper raiſed in my 


* Mind. No ſooner had you cleared that 
© Gene- 


* 
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© Generous Character, you heve ventured to 
e ſuſtain, from the unfair Imputations it has 
* ſo long been branded with, than I began to 
© regard you as a kind of Oracle, to be con- 
© fulted in every Cafe of Doubt or Diſtreſs. 
© The beautiful Idea, 1 have of à Perſan 
© equally free from Levity and Severity, puts 
© me upon applying to you for Aſſiſtance in an 
Affair, to me the moſt Diſtracting. 
© Be not ſurprized, Sir, to hear One, who 
« ſtands up for your Free Principle, at the 
© ame time own himſelf a Slave. Alaſs, Tis 
© no uncommon Calamity (eſpecially in Youth) 
to find ſome Darling Paſſion Lord it over 
© Reaſon and Philoſophy. Therefore, Dear 
© Mr. Free-Thinker, put on all your Humani- 
© ty. and Compaſſion, while I open 3o you the 
© Weakneſs of my Hul; wy Love for Sylvia! _. 
©] had by an unwearied Study ( yned to 
© an Love of Truth) happily ac. 
© quired that peaceful State of Mind, which 
e is the pleaſing 5 of the Houeſt Free- 
© dom, you recommend, My Liberty 1 
0 thought Entire: and I had learnt to conſider 
© Things of the moſt Solew:n Appearance, wit h- 
bout the leaſt Solemnity, The Purſuits of 
© Ambition or Avarice, the Vanity of Pomp 
© and Pride, the Tranſports of Anger, with 


" - eee 
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6 every other Irregularity, I knew to be Ve 
ation of - Spirit, Even Beauty it ſelf I ad- 
© mired no otherwiſe, than as a Wile Man 
S ought. 
This was my Condition, when Moi 
Heavens! What Diſorders, what Ravage, 
© has That tender Creature wrought in a 
Mind ever, till now, ſecure of all its Paſſions ! 
© Oh, Mr. Free-Thinker | I bluſh to tell you 
All. When the Dear Object is preſent, how 
far am I from ſtriving againſt the Unreaſon- 
© ableneſs of her Power! Alas, I abandon 
© my Soul to Fondneſs, and am pleaſed with 
© the Ruin, which (I foreſee) muſt enſue! 
© One gentle Smile diſables all my Reaſon, 
© and over-pays my Loſs of Liberty. If I fly 
from her, and take my wild Imaginations 
© to task; I ſee my Folly. I Reſolve: But 1 
Return: — When the Firſt kind Look melts 
© all my Reſolutions ; and I am again undone ! 
© How inſupportable is my Slavery! How bit- 
© ter the Reflection, that I ruſh headlong to 
«© Deſtrucion, againſt my Better Knowledge. 
© Let me therſore, Sir, intreat your Di- 
© retion, how to regain my former Quiet 
© and Steadineſs of Temper: Ranſome me 
© from the Slavery, I am. fold to; that I 


_ _ be able to read your Lectures once 
© again 
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© again with due Attention; and I ſhall return 

© you my Thanks in a Language leſs con- 
« fuſed, than can be expected n the ones 
* Diſorder, of, 1 b todd. 5 , 


1 
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mY I "ey a erke 5 Love, ie would 
probably turn to a better Account, than any 
Remedy in the whole Compaſs of Phyfick-: 
I queſtion not, but my Chambers would be 
crowded every: Day with fine Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen, who all of them, in one uneaſy Mo- 
ment or other, would give the World to be 
freed from the Anguiſh of their Hearts. This 
likewiſe would put the Coquetter upon their 
good Behaviour, as often as an abuſed Lover 
threatened to go to the Free-Thinker for Ads 
vice. But, it is neceſſary this ſingle Weakneſs a 
ſhould be blended into our very Nature, as 
inſeparably as Thought it ſelf: and we muſt 
all be contented: to ſuffer” in our Turns un- 
der the Tyranny of this Paſſion (which ſets 
Reaſon at Defiance) for the ſake of Poſterity. 
Happy is the Man, who eſcapes without any 
| Blemiſh to his Honour, or the Ruin of his 
Fortunes. i 
'7 The, 
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The Cafe of Melintws is indeed very deſpe- 
rate, and full of dengerous Symptoms : And, 
if 1 could prove Succeſsful in compleating his 
Cure; I fear I ſhould drawa heavy Complaint 
upon me from via, who in all likelihood . 
would not be appeaſed, till Lhad brought back 
her Captive again. Therefore, I ſhall only 
venture to ſend my Patient a few gentle Pre- 
ſctiptions, which may be of Advantage to 
Them Both. In the firſt Place then, I muſt 
refer Melintus to my Letter in anſwer to Mi- 
ferabilis ; and to my Reflegians upon a Letter 
from + 4. J. Aſter this, when he finds him- 
ſelf moſt in Temper, let him coolly ſtate the 
Accompts of his Love, by computing the 
Pleaſures and the Pains, the Advantages and 
the Inconveniencies, the Profits and the Lofles, 
ariſing from it; to which he muſt likewiſe 
adi his future Hopes, and his future Fears: 
And if the Ballance at the Foot of the Ac- 
compt proves conſiderable againſt his Puſſion, 
he muſt either quit the Traffick, or reſign 
himſelf to become a Bankrupt in the End. 
In the mean time, let me adviſe via to 
have a little Patience, and remain Conſtant, 


while 
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while Melintus is employed in adjuſting theſe- 
Accompts, and removing all Obſtacles, which: 
would embitter, if not occaſion a dh 
in, a Ratified Treaty of Marriage 
. If theſe Counſels ſhould be rejected 4 
Both Parties; the next I have to 
propoſe to Melintus, is to endeavour to raiſe 
up one ſtrong Paſſion to combat another: Let 
him engage in the Purſuit of ſome glorious 
Enterprize; or divert the Stream of his Gallan- 
try, by turning it upon ſome ſublime and labo- 
rious Study; for which Mankind ſhall applaud 
him, white Sia frowhs and ralls him infipid 
Creature! If his Soul has not Strength to 
riſe to theſe noble Reſolutions, nor Hivia 
- Diſcretion to give her Lover time to be hap- 
py ; I adviſe him to travel, and viſit Forreign 
Parts, and Fortelgn Beauties; let him drink 
any Waters in a Diſtant Countrey, and abſtain 
from Pen and Ink, If note of thefe Pre- 

ſcriptions take Effect, let him not blame the | 
Fre Tune, but his Stars. 10 | 
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Norms N my. Tyenty ſecond Paper 1 
& endeavoured. to reſcue Religion 
from its Three great Adverſaries, 
$6 VS . Atheiſm, Superſtition, and Enthuſiaſm, 
by ſhewing . the. Firſt to be Nonſenſe ; the 
Second, Folly ; and the Third, Madneſs. 
But as the Bounds of a Half- ſheet would not 
allow me to extend my Thoughts on theſe 
ſeveral Heads; I intend to conſider each of 
them ditnaly, and at large, in ſeparate 
Diſcourſes. I ſhall begin with Superſtition 
and Enthuſiaſm ; becauſe, as they are gene- 
rally confounded with Religion, t ey give it 
a vaſt Diſadyantage, when it comes to be com- 
pared with Atheiſm, or Irreligion (its proper 
Oppolite) by dſolourin it with all the Ab- 

ſurdi- 
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ſurdities, which belong only to Them. But, 


Superſtition: being the more ptevailing Extra- 


vagance of the Two, I ſhall firſt take that 
Folly to task, and enquire into its principal 
Quauſes and ec. 
Tux Cauſes of Supesſtition are as various, 
as the Weakneſſes and Fancies of Men are; 


for, they are, indeed, thoſe very Weakneſſes 
and Fancies therhſbivks; Men have no Rule, 


whereby to judge of any Excellency or Per- 


fection, but what they find in their own Com- 
poſition. We have no Ideas, but thoſe which 


ariſe either from our Senſes, or from Reflec- 
tion. The Ideas of Perfection and Excel- 
lency being the Reſult of Reflection, they 
muſt ariſe out of ſuch Qualities; as we 
feel within our ſelves: And, by augmen- 
ting and multiplying theſe , we arrive at 
ſome Notion of the Supreme Deity. And, 


though we know by Reaſoning, that. this 


Notion is but very Faint and Imperſect; yet, 
it is All, we can attain to in this Life. We 
can have no Conception of any Perfection in 
God, which we feel in no Degree within our 
ſelves, And, though He may have many Per- 
fections, of which we ih no wiſe pattake 5 
yet, we muſt neceſſarily be wholly. ignotant 
of * On the other Hand, whatſoever 
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we - perceive in our ſelves, and eſteem a Per- 
tection, That we naturally aſcribe to any one, 
whom we would mightily extoll and honour. 


From this Reaſoning it follows, that accor- 


ding to the Good or III Qualities of Men, 
their Apprehenſions of a Deity will differ. 
The Wiſe and Good Man will naturally be 
led to attribute Infinite Wiſdom and Perfe& 
Goodneſs to his God: While the Ill- natured, 
the Fooliſh, or the Vain, Man will faſhion in 
dis Thoughts a Deity, reſembling himſelf, 
The IIl-natur d Man will be apt to make Him 
a peeviſn, croſs-grain'd Being, that takes Plea- 
ſure in the — and Uneaſineſs of 
his Dependents, and places his Glory in doing 
what He wills, and not in willing what is 
Good and Right; requiring the moſt unrea- 
ſonable Service, and diſdaining to let his Sub- 
jects enquire, why he demands it : A Being, 
who is a Maſter over Slaves, rather than a 
Governour of Subjects. The Fooliſh, Vain 
Man will be apt to fancy, that his Deity takes 
pleaſure in what he finds himſelf to be moſt 
delighted with. He is raviſhed with Flattery. 
and fawning Addreſſes; and therefore, he 
reckons the ſureſt way to. pleaſe his God is 
by Ceremonious Compliments and Cringes. 
| He hopes, by ſuch idle Adorations, to ſoften 
Him 
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Him towards his Diſobedience, and to make 
them paſs upon Him in the ſtead of a real 
and ſubſtantial Care to perform the Duties 
commanded by Him. He thinks to impoſe 
upon Him, as he finds himſelf often impoſed 
upon by Paraſites and Sycophants, eyen at the 
time he knows they intend: to deceive him, 
As his own Vanity makes him delight in coſt» 
ly Apparel, with a glaring Equipage, plea+ 
ſed to fee himſelf ſurraunded with Pomp 
and Pageantry; ſo, he thinks to gain the Fa- 
your of his Deity by the like Trifles. He 
builds him ſtately Palaces, makes ſhini 
Images of Him, and ſets Him off with all 
the Luſtre, that dazzles the Eyes of the Vulgar: 
He provides him numerous Attendants, and 
Miniſters, more for ſhew, than any real Uſe. 
But then, in Order to make theſe ill Qua. 
lities and Diſpoſitions in Men à ſufficient 
| Cauſe to produce all the Idolatries of Su- 
perſtition, they muſt be accompanied with 
an uncommon Stupidity and Inattention of 
the Mind. For, without the Aſſiſtance of this 
Degeneracy, the other Conſiderations will 
not account for all the Follies of Superſtition. 
Few Men (how wicked or vain ſoever they 
may. be) are ſo yoid of Underſtanding, as 
not to diſcern. the Deformity of the vicious 
7s Q 2 Actions 
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Actions they indulge themſelves in, if they 
make uſe of the leaſt Degree of Reflection. 
And, therefore, they would never aſcribe their 
own Defects to the Object of their Adora- 
tion, unleſs they. were firſt ſo weakened in 
their Intellects, as not to perceive them to 
be Infamous. This Weakneſs and Inſuffi- 
ciency of Mind, (though without it no ill 
Diſpoſition can bring forth Superſtition) yet 
may alone produce it, without the Aſſiſtance 
of any other Irregularity. | 
The Stupidity and Inattention, which ſoon 
prevailed in the World, depraved the Minds 
of Men to ſuch a Degree, that they forgot not 
only all the true Notions of the Divinity, but 
even of every Thing, that is Good and Ex- 
cellent; by which means they became ob- 
noxious to any Abſurdities, that came in 
their way. When they had loſt. all the na- 
tural Notions of an Infinite, Immenſe Being, 
which belongs only to the One ſupreme God, 
they deviſed Innumerable Crowds of Deities, 
confined like themſelves, and moving from 
Place to Place, Theſe Gods they ſuppoſed 
to be in all things like Men; Luſtful and 
Quarrelſome; Falſe and Deceitful; full of 
Revenge, and Inexorable to their Enemies; 
in a Word, to be Powerful in every Wicked- 
neſs, 
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neſs, that. could be attriButed to the worſt of 
Mortals. They believed them, not only to be 
Themſelves guilty of thoſe Vices, but even to 
preſide over them, and to protect and aſſiſt their 
Votaries, in the Purſuit of Wickedneſſes. 
The Cunning and the Artful Part of Man- 
kind, taking Advantage of this Corruption, 

which the Stupidity and Inadvertency of the 
Multitude had introduced, improved mightily 
upon it, and impoſed on the World all 
the wildeſt Inconſiſtencies, which the Brain 
of Man could invent; and, by that means; 
moulded the Underſtandings of the Generality 
as they pleaſed; making them believe, that 
the Gods approved of every thing, they 
thought fit to dictate. They forced many 
ſimple and good-natured Souls to imbibe 
ſuch Notions of the Deity, as were moſt 


contrary to their natural Diſpoſitions. They 


found the Way to terrify Men into every 
Compliance they thought proper, by a kind 
of ſacred Horrour and Dread, which quite 
oppreſt their Spirits, and entirely ſubdued 
every Thought, that might rebell on the ſide 
of Reaſon. Wherever the Magus, the Augar, 
or the Druid, thought fit to point, there they 
fell proſtrate, and paid Divine Honours. Theſe 
Tyrants brought their flaviſh Followers to 
"7 _  worlhip 
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worſhip not only the loweſt and moſt con- 
temptible Animals, but even the Inanimate 
Parts of the Creation ; to have all the Paſſions 
of Hope and Fear, all the Sentiments of Re- 
verence and Submiſſion, towards Things, 
which had neither Feeling nor Sentiment of 
any kind. Nay, to ſuch Exceſs did theſe 
folemn Cheats proceed in triumphing over 
the Underſtandings of their Fellow-Creatures, 
that they have ſometimes made Abſtracted 
Ideas (which had not 'even the Shadow of 
Exiſtence out of their. own Brains) paſs upon 
the Credulous for Objects of Worſhip; and 
perſwaded them to adore and ſacrifice to their 
Chimerical Inventions, as to Divinities. 

MAN KIND is remarkably ſubject to Two 
prevalent Frailties, which give an advanta- 
geous Handle to thoſe, who govern them in 
their Religious Concerns, to hold them faſt 
under the Power of Superſtition. The Firſt 
I ſhall obſerve, is a vehement Deſire to be 
indulged in their Vices and Irregularities. 
This blinds them to ſuch a Degree, that they 
are ready to believe, and to do,-any thing, 
which they think will ſtand them in the ſtead 
of Vertue, and fave them the Expence of a 


good Life. They will acquieſce in the greateſt 
Abfurdity, and ſubdue their Reaſon to any 
| Contra- 
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Contradictions; They will perform the moſt 5 


Difficult Actions, a Thouſand times more 
Difficult than any thing which Vertue re- 
quires; upon Condition They may be excuſed 
from the Practice of Vertue. By this Weak- 

neſs They are powerfully governed: Their 
Maſters indulge them in every kind of Vice 
and Diſorder, and oblige them fo vaſtly by 
theſe endearing Favours, that they may im- 
75 upon them any 

aties and Penances. . A | 

The other Frailty is a ſtrong Propenſity 
of Mind towards every Thing, that is My- 
ſterious, Dark and Incomprehenſible ; as well 


as to what is Marvellous and full of Surprize. 


This makes ſo many Men deſpiſe plain good 
Senſe, and run after every thing, which they 
do not underſtand. A Religion, that is in- 
telligible, is to them no Religion at all; nei- 
ther do they admire any thing, they can 

comprehend. And, their Leaders are not 
| backward to give them full Satisfaction in 
this Point: They are never for ſtinting Man- 
kind in pretended Myſteries and Miracles, 
ſuitable to every Age and Complexion : which, 
though they would be of Weight ſufficient 
to ſink a Good Cauſe with People of Com- 
mon Senſe ; yet with Minds duly prepared; 


Q 4 they 


. 


painful or ridiculous 
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they paſs for undeniable Arguments in Fa- 
vour of the Superſtitions, they are forged 
to ſupport. The ſacred Horrour and Awe, 
which theſe Forgeries raiſe in weak Minds, 
conduce much to their blind Obedience ; and 
this implicite Obedience improves that fan- 
taſtical Awe and Reverence : So that, when 
once they are ſet on Foot, they mutually 
firengthen each other, 

There is one Thing more I would Remark 
upon this Subject, which is; That wherever 
Superſtition has prevailed, the Managers have 
always taken Care to give the very Out-ſide 
of it a Dark and Myſterious Appearance, 
to anſwer to the Inward Gloomineſs, which 
it caſts oyer the Underſtandings of true Vo- 
taries. Their Oracles are delivered from Hor- 
rid and Obſcure Receſſes: Their Gods lie 
hid in the thick Shades of Groves, or in Tem- 
ples where the Cheerfulneſs of the Light is 
not permitted to enter. And indeed, ſuch 
obſcure Places are moſt proper for the Ado- 
ration of what is not to be underſtood. Some 
Perſons have fancied, that without theſe 
gloomy Structures, Religion would ſoon De- 
cay; the Truth X the Matter is, that with- 
out Them, Superſtition would ſpeedily de. 
cline: * the Minds of Men would not be 

long 


» 
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long awed by ſuch an Empty Phantom, with- 
out ſome viſible Images of it to ſtrike upon 
their Senſes, and terrify their Souls. 
Having run through the Principal Cauſes of 
Superſtition, I ſhall refer the Conſideration 
of the various Effect of this Evil upon the 


different Communities of Men to another 


Paper; and diſmiſs my Reader with this ſum- 
mary Remark upon what has been ſaid; That 
as the Chriſtian Religion is the beſt of all 
Religions ; ſo Chriſtian Superſtition, which 
is the Corruption of that Religion, is the 
worſt of all Supetſtitions. - 
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1 r SHALL this Day entertain my 
+ 11 Diſciples with the Subſtance of 
25 BY a Converſation, which I minuted 

(aL a .down, while it was yet entire in 
my Memory. That, which recommends it, 
is the Novelty of the Subject, and the Mix- 
ture of Good Senſe and Pleaſantry, riſing 
out of a Topick of no great Moment. The 


Diſcourſe began by remarking, That the Care 
of the Streets, and the Execution of the 


Laws relating to them, was much better at- 
tended to within the City of London, than in 


the Liberties of Weſtminſter. This Point ſet- 


tled, Polutropus, a polite Merchant, made 
a natural Tranſition to the following Speech. 


© AMONGST 
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© AMonesr the feveral Regulations, du- 
* ring the Reign of the late King of Hunte, 
* for embellifhing Puri, the reducing of the 
* Sign-Poſts to an Unifortnity and a moderate 
© Size, Was a very elegant Thought; and 
* the Ezecution of it Had a very remarkable 
Effect towards beautifying that City, It 
© were to be wiſhed, the great Irrepularity, 
© ſo viſible in this Particular through the Streets 
© of London, were in the like manner re- 
© gulated by Publick Authority. Neither does 
_ © it ſeem to me unbecoming the Wiſdom of 
© the Nation to enact a Law for the Ott. 
© ment of fo flouriſhing a Capital; that its 
© Beauty may riſe in Proportion to its 
1 would not be thought to recommend 
© this Conſideration to the next Meeting of 
© the Parliament, as a Matter of any vaſt Im- 
© portance ; but, ſince it would upon ſeveral 
Actounts be very Convenient, as well as 
Ornamental; and, fitice it can bring no Detri- 
ment nor Grievance upon any Subject; and 
< laſtly, can raiſe no Party-Debates; methinks, 
© it would be worth while to belts a Day up- 
© on it. To enforce this Propolat a little more, 
« it might be obſerved, thiat If the Exceſs of en- 
«£ larging Signs to an extravagant A 
. 
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© be ſuffered ſome Tears longer, without a 
© Check; the Shops will be more darkened, 
© than at preſent, and the free Paſſage of the 
© Air. be in ſome Meaſure obſtructed, in the 
© wideſt Streets. In the next place, the 
* faſtening of ſuch a Load of Wood and Iron 
to flight Walls, does manifeſtly. weaken 
© and decay the Buildings; which is yet more 
© evident, if we reflect upon the Power High 
© Winds have upon theſe Timber-ſtandards. 
< Laſtly, it ought to be conſidered, that theſe 
* exorbitant Shop-Enſigns, in Accidents of 
© Fire, do very much facilitate the Convey- 
* ance of the Flames, in narow Streets, from 
© one Side to the other. / 

The Company aſſented to the Reaſonable- 
neſs of the Regulation propoſed : when Cri- 
tander, a. Perſon of a regular Imagination, 
ſpoke to this Effect: What Polutropus has 
* obſerved leads me to ſay ſomething upon 
© the Subject; though my Remarks, I con- 
© feſs, can be of no Benefit at all to the Pub- 
* lick; and I am well pleaſed they ſhould 
< pals for a {light Piece of Criticiſm, perhaps 
rather Nice, than Juſt, 

<©I SELpoM walk along the Streets, when 
I am in no great Haſte, without making 
* Obſervations to my ſelf of one Kind or 

| _ _*T other 
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© other: And; I believe, were I to write 
© them from time to time into a Book, they 
would be moſt of them new to the oldeſt 
© Citizens. Monday laſt, when the Buſineſs 
© of the Day was over, I had Occaſion to go 
from the Exchange to meet a Friend at 
« White's. Upon ſetting out, I took it into 
© my Head to obſerve the Sign-Poſts in my 
© Journey, and conſidered the Range of Buil- 
„dings on either Hand as a long Gallery, 
_ © furniſhed: with a great Variety of 157 
, tings, 2%: 
©] was very ad ſurprized to find my 
Eyes dazzled with Gold, at every three or 
« four Steps I took,” As I proceeded, ſtill 
the gilded Signs prevailed over thoſe of any 
© other Colour. Being a Lover of Elegance 
© and Propriety, more than of Pomp and 
© Oſtentation, in all the Arts, that adorn 
Life; I was offended to ſee our City- 
© Painters ſo laviſh of Lacker and Leaf Gold 
© upon all Occaſions, without having the leaſt 
* Regard to the Nature of Things. I cannot 
© bear to ſee the Trees, the Fruits, the Flowers, 
© and the Plants, all undergo a Tranſmuta- 
tion: It is bringing the Curſe of Midas 
* amongſt us. The Eye requires Verdure 
in the Laurel; a 2 or a fainter Bluſh: 
in 
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© in the Roſe; a Harmony of Colours in the 
© Tulip, Sc. My Reaſon is fhocked, when 1 
© moet with Knives, Razors, Lancets, Axes, 
© and Saws, repreſented . in a Metal, which 
© can. never be brought to take an Edge. 
© How many Full-bottom Periwigs of Gold 
© bave. we in the Town? What a Shoal of 
3 Nay, I have ſeen à golden 
ther Bottle, a golden Cheeſe, 2 
| © Blackamore's-Head, 2. golden, inſtead of a 
© Silver, Half-maon ;. à golden Sugar-Loaf, a 

© golden Weſtphalia-Ham ; and a Tun of 

© hanging over a Man's Door, who had not 
© Credit for an Qunce of Silyer, 

© On the other Hand, I am pleaſed with 
« the. golden Chalices, the golden Ring, the 

© Ingot, the Crown and 3 er do 
I diſapprove of the Golden-Fleece : 75 for 
© the Sake of the Proverb, I will ot explode 

8 of Gald. But, to pj every. Obs 

, without. Diſtinction, is to imitate 

the Ablurdity of. a had Poet, who is fur- 
© niſhed with one or two flaming Epithets, 
© which he, couples with every thing indiffe- 
© rently, when he would exert his Imagina- 


© tion · 
ingenious Gentleman doſed his 


Here, this | 
Speech. After 4 ſhort Silence, his Fans 
: | olu- 


den 


No 35 The FREETHINK Ex. 255 
Palutropus renewed the Converſatiag, .i in the 
following Manger. 

2 8 yon ſor 1 
. — ccount Evening s Ta 

* and a Fe 1 5 Obſervations you have. | 
made, in thoſe Streets, will hold 
© through all the Liberties of London and Weſt- 
; mr, Every Body muſt own E. Cri-. 

© ticiſmas, to be juſt, conſidering the Sign-Foſts 


« only as ſo many Pieces of Painting, ſeparate- 
*ly from any other View: But, if we look 
© upon 


| them in another Light, and have re- 
 gard chiefly to the End and Purpoſe for 
© which they are ſet up; I am of Opinion, 
* that gilded Signs of every Kind are nt ſo 
© improper, * 
© Trade and Commerce is the only true 
© Chymical Stone. It changes not only: Me- 
© tals, but every Product of Nature and Art, 
© into Gold. When a Citizen goes to his 
Seat for a little freſh Air, he does not con- 
< fider the Countrey either like a Philoſopher; 
© or a Poet. The Flocks, the Herds, the 
© Paſtures, the. Corn-Fields and the Foreſts, 
© raiſe no other Image in his Mind, but that 


© of Gold: And if you mention the Golden 
A. to bing he underſtands. it in 4 
< Senſe ; 
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< Senſe ; and regrets his not living in the glo- 
© rious Days of Univerſal Traffic. | 

In the Books, which give us an Account 
© of the early Diſcoveries in the Weſt-Indies, 
© we read, that the golden Mines of Peru and 
© Mexico were firſt found out by ſome faint 
© Glimmerings of the Ore upon the Surface of 
© the Earth. Thus we may imagine every 
© Shop and Ware-Houſe to be a little Mine, 
and . glittering Figure, which hangs out, 
© to be the natural Token of the Treaſure 
© within. I am ſenſible All is not Gold that 

© litters; but then, at the ſame time I think, 
© there can never be too great an Appearance 
© of Gold in the City. 

When 'Polutropus had made an End; Creſt, | 
a ſolid Stock. Jobber, ſaid: * You Bae Both 
© ſpoken with ſo much Reaſon upon the Em- 
© belliſhments of the Streets, that I cannot 
© well ſay who is in the right: But I am fo far 
© prejudiced- in Favour of him who ſpoke laſt, 
© as to advance this one general Maxim con- 
* cerning the Queſtion in Debate ; That Gold 
© is always a Good Sign. © 
This Pun ſet us all into a ba ner It 

was uttered with ſo much ſimplicity of Heart, 
that I could perceive the Authour of it (wlio 
wondered at our Mirth) was one of thoſe In- 
nocent 
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nocent Jokers, who are not conſcious of their 
own Wit. Upon the Cloſe of our Mirth, ad- 
dreſſing my ſelf to Oitander, I ſaid; © There 
is a Sign, which the Silk-Dyers frequently 
t hang out, that ſeems to me to exceed all 
© others in Delicacy and Propriety of Inven- 
tion: I mean, a Rain-bow, and a Peacock 
© ſtanding under it, with his Train ſpread.” 
To this Critander ſubjoined } © That n6 Trades. 
* ſeemed to give ſo much Encouragement to 
© the Improvement of Sign-Painting, as the 
© Undertakers for Funerals, and the Petti- 
© coat and Ridingbood Ware-houſes; more 
© eſpecially (faid he) the Latter; whoſe Emu- 
| © lation to out-vie each other will ſoon carry 
© the Art to Perfection. A great Painter will 

probably, in a little Time, not think it be- 
© neath him to employ his Pencil in their Ser- 
vice: So that Sir Godfrey is not to wonder; 
if Knapp or Dickens ſhould deſire his Aſſiſ- 
© tance to ſet a Lady on Horſe-back, with a 
© good Air, in her Riding-Habit j neither is 
Mr. Tborubill to be ſurprized, if he ſhould 
be entreated by Long, to paint the Our-ſide 
© of a Female Oupolo. | 


. , 
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27 PETER the * Rules of Controverſy, 
Fa I have one plain Motive ſtill in re- 
eee, to incline the Heart yet 
more to the Love of Truth; with 


which I ſhall cloſe my Leſſons upon this im- 
portant Vertue. This ſingle Motive will 


have ſo powerful an Influence upon all ſe- 
rious Minds, that I am perſuaded, my Diſ- 
ciples will feel the full Force of it, when 
they have given themſelves Leiſure to peruſe 
This Paper with Attention. The Plain and 
Powerful Motive I mean, is Sncerity in our 

1 the Commendablcneſs and the Ad- 
vantages of which Qualification I fſhal) en- 
deavour to explain, not by ſubtil Refinements ; 
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but by ſuch Reflections, as are the Rae of 
Common Senſe. | 

By Sincerity in Opinions, Hh mean the Re- 5 
ceiving or Rejecting of a Notion, ſo far as it 
thall ſeem to be True or Falſe, Reaſonable or 
Unreaſonable ; without being in the leaſt in- 
fluenced, in our Determination, by any other 
Conſideration whatſoever. This is true Free- 
Thinking; This is Philoſophick Equity; This 
is the Integrity of the Soul, and the Up- 
rightneſs of Reaſon, ſo far as it relates to 
Man; who will always ſtand juſtified, ſo long 
as his Thoughts are conducted by this righ« 
teous Principle. 

The Commendableneſs of this Sinceiop 
will appear in the ſtrongeſt Light, by repre- 
ſenting to our ſelves the Degeneracy of thoſe . 
Men, who lay aſide all regard to It; who 
can Talk, and Write, and Act, in Defiance 
to their own Conviction; who can ſtrenuouſly 
contend for ſome Opinions, which they know 
to be Falſe; and dogmatically impoſe Others 
upon the Ignorant for Evident Truths, which 
at the ſame time they know to be very Diſ- 
putable, not to ſay Incapable of being Af 
certained. This is ſo great a Corruption of 
the whole Reaſoning Faculty, that it may, 
with Candour, be accounted an entire Defec- 
R 2 tion 
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tion of the Mind from Wiſdom, Vertue, and 
Religion; And, though It be a State of Wick- 
edneſs, which comes not under the Cogni- 
zance of Human Laws; yet, It manifeſts a 
cool, ſettled Diſpoſition to confound All 
Things, Vertue and Vice, Right and Wrong, 
Truth and Falſehood : So that, were not the 
Effects of this Engrained Depravity (as they 
relate to Society) checked by the Fear of 
Penalties, and an Apprehenſion of the juſt 
Reſentments of Mankind ; there is ſufficient 
Reaſon to believe, a Perſon of this profli- 
gate Character would break through all Order 
and Decency, and ſet at Naught the Sacred- 
neſs of every Social Obligation, when his 
Intereſt and his Paſſions were to be gratified. 
On the other Hand; we may naturally ſup- 
poſe, the Man, who will upon no Account 
violate the Sincerity of his Soul, is well - diſ- 
poſed towards every Thing, that is Good, 

and Right, and worthy of Commendation. 
The Advantages of preſerving our Since- 
rity in all our Opinions, are very conſidera- 
ble; Which will be obvious, upon a little 
Recollection. Firſt then; If Truth is De- 
ſirable, a Sincere Mind is, by its Situation, 
advantageouſly placed, and prepared, as it 
were, to Diſcern It; as a Good-natured Man 
: is 
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is in a great Forwardneſs, by his Diſpoſition, 
to become a Well bred, obliging Perſon, in 
all his Behaviour. Happy likewiſe is the 
Man of Sincerity, if we conſider, that an 
Honeſt Inclination is a more Uncommon Qua- 
lity, than a Competent Apprehenſion: And 
it is much eaſier to inform a Slow Under- 
ſtanding, than to rectify a Diſingenuous Tem- 
per. From theſe Conſiderations, have I thought 
it neceſſary to throw out ſo many Lectures, 
purely to turn the Hearts of my Readers 
towards Truth and Sincerity, before J at- 
tempt to lead them into the Paths of Rea- 
ſon; which will not prove Difficult to a M 
ling Mint. 

Another great Advantage of this Integriry 
of Heart is, that It ſets the Mind at Eaſe, 
and makes it reflect upon its own'Proceedings 
and Concluſions, with Complacency. This 
Vertue, indeed, will not keep a Man inevi- 
tably out of Errour; but it will abſolutely 
ſecure him from any Imputation of Guilt. 
A modeſt, ſober Reaſoner cannat be Poſitive, 
that he never Errs: But, he may be fully 
Conſcious, that he is never Inſincere. The 
ſincere Perſon, therefore, has the Beneſit of 
being N to himſelf of his Miſtakes; 
5 R1 1+ 1 whereas 
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whereas the inſincere Man reaps no Inward 
Satisfaction from the Truths, he knows. 
Laſtly; As the greateſt Advantage of All, 1 
muſt obſerve, That the Sincerity I am ſpeaking 
of will juſtify every Man in the Sight of the 
e Being; and That the Want of it (to 

uſe the Words of Archbiſhop Tillotſon) will 
quite ſpoil the Vertue and Acceptance of all our 
Piety and Obedience, and oertainly deprive ut of 
the Reward of it. There have, I know, been 
innumerable Treatiſes and Diſputations upon 
this Subject, and the Argument (plain and 
ſimple as it ſeems) has been embarraſſed with 

a great deal of elaborate, uſeleſs Learning, 
and pernicious Sophiſtry. In treating of this 
Particular, ſeveral Chriſtian Writers have not 
ſcrupled to deny, in Effect, the Juſtice, and 
Equity, and Mercy of the Deity: Whereas 
the Heathen Philoſophers never doubted, That 
every Man was acceptable to the Divinity, 
from the Sincerity of his Heart, and the Up- 
rightneſs of his Intentions. Not to perplex 
my Diſciples with Nice Diſtinctions and a 
Long Chain of Deductions, I ſhall ſet this 
Matter in a fair Light, by a familiar Illuſtra- 
tion. Let us ſuppoſe a Wiſe and a Good 


Maſter has a very Simple, but a very Honeſt, 


AﬀeRionate Servant; one, who at the ſame 
time 
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time is Diligent, and ſpares no Pains to knoxy 
and to execute his Lord's Pleaſure: Let us 


likewiſe ſuppoſe, he may ſometimes miſappre- - 


hend an Injunction, of his Maſter, ſo as-in the 
Simplicity of his Heart to be diligent i in per- 


forming it, in a Manner quite different fro 

the Intentions of his Lord. Can this Wiſe | 
and Good Maſter (fully ſatisfied of his De- 
pendent's Innocency) puniſh this Simple, Ho- 
_ neſt, Affectionate, Diligent Servant; and not 
bring his Wiſdom, his Goodneſs, and his Juſ- 
. tice, into Queſtion? Shame then befall the 


Narrow-minded, Impious Sophiſter, who-ſhall 


preſume to imagine, the Goodneſs of God In- 


feriour to the Candour of Man! Upon this 
Occaſion therefore it may juſtly be laid; He 
that wa lketh uprightly, walketh ſurely. 

To apply this Diſcourſe to my Pitthoſe; 
Without this Sincerity in Opinions, and a 
Diſintereſted Love of Truth, no Man can 
make a Direc Progrefs in the Knowledge of 
Politicks, of Morality, nor of Religion: Be- 
cauſe the Prejudices of Paſſion, and Intereſt, 
and Education, (which are more eſpecially 
apt to fall in with theſe Studies) will, in Pro- 
portion as They prevail, weaken'the Influence 
of Reaſon, and darken the cleareſt Apprehen- 
fron. It was therefore from a ee In- 

Fe R 4 * fight 
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fight into Human Nature, that the moſt Emi- 
nent Ancient Philoſophers proceeded by this 
Method in their ls, who always requi- 
red a Teachable Ditpoti tion in their Hearers, 
before they thought it proper to entruſt Them 
with their Doctrines. 


No * e 2 25 e 
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op prius faciles movebat 
_ Cardines, . - | Hor, 


_ 7 _ * — 2 8 


MI 80 Y Readers haye ſeen, by the Paper 
MM TAS of laſt Friday, that I have finiſhed 
(6 25 my Freparatory Lectures. So that, 

ht NE allowing them the Leiſure of a 

few Days to digeſt them thoroughly, I ſhall 

pauſe a little, and give my Scholars and my 
ſelf a ſhort Reſpite fram Philoſophy. During 

theſe Holidays 4 I can recommend a 

very Ingenious Epiſtle to them, which I have 


received 
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received (about fix Weeks ago) from an Un- 
known Correſpondent, whoſe Wit and Hu- 
mour Tam the better pleaſed with, becauſe 
his Pleaſantry carries a Moral along with it, 
and tends to Reform an Abuſe in a Place, 
where I would have Vertue and Learning flou- 
riſh above Alt other Conliderations, 3 15 


S442] + 
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0 ning may, N not * 1 to | 


« you. It has been a Cuſtom, theſe Two 
« Years, for the Beau-Students and the Co- 
© quette-Beayties of Oxford to aſſemble on 
« Sunday-Evenings in Merton Garden; which 
goes by the Name of Little Kenſington Car- 
© den, and Vanity-Fair. The learned Society 
© of that College have, as I hear, upon ma- 
« ture Deliberation, reſolved to put an end to 
© Theſe Meetings; and their Orders to ſhut 
© up the Garden-Gate on Sunday next, are al- 
c — known, and received with Indignation 
© by the Fair of Both Sexes. Thaleſtris, who 
© pleaſed her ſelf with the Thoughts of ap- 


< pearing 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


8 
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* pearing, at the next Rendezvous, in a new 
Head dreſs, is loudeſt. in the Out- cry; and 

< has laid her Commands on a Dozen of her 
© talleſt Admirers to bring the Gate, Bars; 
© Poſts ada to her Lodgings, Helore Can. 
9 — wiſh Thalefvis Succeſß in her Fay 
junctions; and am perſuaded, you will agree 
© with me, when I lay before you my Obſer- 
« yations on this Affair. Ever ſince the foreſaid 
© Walks have been haunted by ſo many Beau- 


c tiful Apparitions, the Youth of This Univer- 


< fity have ſtudied nothing, but Love, and 
« Gallantry, and Dreſs. I remember to have 
© met ſomewhere with the Complaint of a 
© Great Metaphyfician, who lamented the Miſ- 
© fortune of having the Web of his Brain of- 
© ten broken, and his Thin Speculations ruffled, 

© by the Buzzing of a Fly in his Study. i 
© this Philoſopher's Attention was diſcompg- 
* ſed by ſo flight a Vibration of the Air ; 
© how is it poſſible a young Fellow ſhould be 
able to maintain a ſerious Thought agairiſt 
« the Flutter of Belinda's Fan, or the Loud 
© Laughter of Meliſa ? What Application to 


© dry Learning can be expected from him, 


© while the gay Ideas of Vanity-Fair ſwim on 


* his R Are you not of Opinion, 
he - 
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© he will be apt to lay aſide his Syſtem of 

Logick for a Volume of Miſcellany- Poems; 
and to think there is more ſine Reaſoning in a 
Couplet of Waller, than in Twenty Syllo- 
* giſms? All the Works, which have been 

© produced, ſince this Aſſembly flouriſhed, are 
« a few Sonnets and Love-Qdes; A Lear ago, 
© Naſo publiſhed a Poem on Merton Walks; 
wherein he gave us the Portraiture of every 
Beauty, that made her Appearance there. 
The Authour never appears in the Aſſembly, 
but he is received with a particular Regard 
by all the Females: They conſider him as 
© One, who (for aught they know) may be 
c taking a Lineament, or tracing a Feature, at 
© every Turn, as he paſles: It is pleaſant to ob- 
* ſerve with what Exactneſs they put them- 
« ſelves on a ſudden into their ſeveral Attitudes, 
as they come near him. Roſetta, Who is 
< apprehenſive of being drawn with more Co- 
© Jour in her Face, than is convenient, com- 
© plained aloud, as he paſſed by, That this 
Walking had ftrangely fluſhed her. Zelindu 
< did not deſerve to be left out of his Poem: 
©T can Witneſs, the has Walked for her Pic- 
© ture with an unweatied Gn n 
+ ſince. | | 


WAYNE „ Thers 
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„There is another Evil, Mr. Free-Thinker, 
ariſing out of the Former; which is inſup- 
c portable. The Ladies, ſince they have had 
an Opportunity of viewing their whole col- 
© lective Strength, are grown ſo Ambitious, 
as even to enter into a Deſign of ſubverting 
the Ancient Privileges of the Univerſity, 
and of taking the Government into their 
Hands. They have projected an Hebdomadal 
Meeting; where the Conferring of Degrees, 
and the Diſpoſal of Places, is to be canvaſſed. 
© They have already nominated a Poetry-Lec- 
© turer; and threaten to lay the Whole Body 
of Maſters of Arts under an Interdict of Bo- 
© hea and Bread and Butter, if they refuſe to 
© confirm their Choice. Belinda, who is cho- 
c ſen' Preſident, has been to adviſe with the 
© Recorder (upon a Scruple of her Mother's) 
© whether their Meeting would come within 
© the Riot - Act. As I am a Member of the 
© Ughy-faced Club (who ſtill meet at St. John's, 
and were formerly Patronized by the Spec- 
© tator) I cannot but have terrible Apprehen- 
< fions for the Intereſt of the Society. It is 
© eaſy to foreſee, all our Worthieſt Members, 
< who, have not their Degrees already, are like 
© to continue Undergraduates for ever, if ance 
$ this New Authority be well eſtabliſhed. 


.. 


Ne 37 The FREE-THINKER. 269 
ef the Ladies made uſe of the Influence, 
© they have over our Sex, to animate us in 
our Purſuits of Learning, I ſhould not com- 
© plain, But, Alas, their Conduct is quite 
the Reverſe ! Enbulus, who is noted for his 
Erudition, was put out of Countenance for 
© making an awkward Bow; while Frankair 
* {an Outſide Fellow) who tripped out of the 
Garden laſt Sunday, repeating a Diſtich in 
aller, is the Delight and Admiration of 
© the whole Walks. Amongſt all the char- 
© ming Peripatcticks, Pohglotta is the Perſon, 
© whoſe Power I ſee encreaſe without Regret. 
Polyglotta is Well- read; and cheriſhes that 
Accompliſhment in Others. When ſhe was 
© canvaſſed for the Poetry- Lecture, ſhe declared 
© for no Body, till the had examined into the 
© Merits of the Candidates. I am told, the 
Gentleman, whoſe Intereſt ſhe eſpouſes, has 

© promiſed (if he ſucceeds) to read his Firſt 
© Lecture upon the Fourth Book of Virgil, 

© Nevertheleſs, while Polyglotta Nands alone, 
© and unaſſiſted in her Singularity to diſtin- 
* euiſh Merit, I deſpair of ſeeing a true 
© Reliſh for the Sciences revive ; or the 
© Faſhionable Aﬀectation removed (which en- 
© creaſes daily amongſt us) of being aſhamed 
< of the. Character of a Scholar, in a Place 
| © dedi- 
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dedicated to the Muſes. Cynthio has Parts, 
6 Vivacity, and Learning: But, the Dread of 
< the Imputation of Pedantry, forces him to 
<, ſeveral Shifts, to conceal what he has acqui- 
© red by Reading. It is owing to This, that 
< one never ſees the leaſt Blemiſh of Ink upon 
© his Nails. He ſtudies hard; but never leaves 
© his Chamber, till he has ſmoothed every 
© Trace of Thought in his Countenance, by 
© a Tune on the Flute. He ſuffers himſelf to 
© be confated frequently in his Diſputes, when 
the has many weighty Reaſons in Reſerve ; 
© which he dares not urge, for fear of being 
thought too knowing. Ohio has many 
© Admirers Here, who imitate his Gayety 
© and ſeeming Contempt of Books: But, not 
< ſeeing into the Cheat, They act a Part in 
© Earneſt, which is only Feigned in Him. I 
© aſſure Cynthio, if he goes on to delude ſo ma- 
© ny hopeful Youths, I will diſcover his Hypo- 
© criſy. 1 ſhall not ſeruple to publiſh to the 
Female World, that I bave ſeen a Large Fo- 
© lio Common-Place-Book in his Study, with 
© a Greek Motto in the Firſt Page, writ with 
c his own Hand: Nor, ſhall it any longer re- 
© main a Secret, that he hires one Vr to 

© py on the Flute in his outward Room, 


I white he is fo deep in his Studies, that he 
„ 
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© does not hear a Note; and thinks to enjoy 
© the Credit of being a very Idle Fine Gen- 
© tleman, and an excellent Fluteniſt. Cynthio 

© gives out, that he will force open the Door 
« of Merton Garden: But, if he moves a Finger 
in the Quarrel of the Ladies, I thalt take 
Care to let them know, that he riſes. by: 
Three in the n to pore over Mathe- 


© maticks. 
© Dear Sir, I do noe know, whether you 


© are Ugly; We hope for the beſt: If you 
© are, I am ſure you will pity the Poor Club; 
c and think of ſome way to keep down Vanity- 
« Fair, for the future. Hugh Goblin, our ir Pre- 
5 lere gives his Service to you. 


1 am, 81 R, 
Tour moſt Aﬀettionate, 


Tissrrrs Purcobnncos, 


ee On 
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Prima cite Teucris ponam certamina claſſic - 
Ouique pedum curſu valet ; & qui viribus audax, 
Aut jaculo incedit melior, levibuſque ſagittis ; 
Su. crudo fidit pugnam committere ceftu: 
Cuncti adſint, meriteque expettent premia palm. 
Bun Ane 1 VII. 
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EXT to the Care of Enacting 
1's N wholeſome Laws for the Ordering 
N * of a Society, and for Securing the 
228 Liberty and Property of its Mem- 
bers; the Inſtituting of Publick Games and 
Spectacles for the Pesple, is highly becoming 
the Wiſdom of the Magiſtrate; and has al- 
ways been eſteemed, in the beſt regulated 
Governments, a very material Branch of Po- 
liticks. And, indeed the Former, without 
the Relief of the Latter, will appear too 
ſevere, to reduce the Populace to a cheer- 
ful Obedience. Even the Wiſeſt Men require 


ſome 


No 38 The Fax8-THINKER. 273 
ſome Relaxation from their ſerious Applica- 
tions; much more do the Vulgar, from their 
Labours. Therefore, ſince Mankind muſt | 
have Vacations from Buſineſs, Seaſons to re- 
liſh Life in ; it is the Height of political, Pru- 
dence to contriye, that Men may be diverted 
without Loſs of Time; and be N as n | 
were, to ſome Purpoſe. 05 
Neither is it 4 difficult Matter 60 Woods 
ſuch Recreations amongſt the People, as may 
either allure their Minds to Vertue, or form 
their Bodies for Exploits. Theſe Recreations 
are of Two Sorts; Publick Games and Pub- 
lick Sherws: the One more immediately af. 
fect the Body; the Other, the Mind. Fot 


this Reaſon the moſt Vertuous and Flouriſnu- 


ing States have always had a particular Re. 
gard to Both theſe Diverſions, to compleat the 
Good Citizen, and render him Entire to his 
Countrey. I ſhall confine my preſent Diſs 
courſe. tv Publick Games or Exerciſes; and 
take another Opportunity to conlider ee 
or Spectacles. i 
It is well known, that the Games of eren 
ſo much celebrated by the Poets and Hiſ- 
torians, were inſtituted by Great and Wiſe 
Men, in Honour of ſome God or Heroe; and 
hoy , the Exerciſes, — in thoſe Games, 


Were 
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were ſuch as were moſt proper to train up their 
Youth for the Service of the State, in Times 
of Danger, The moſt remarkable of Sporty 
in this kind, amongſt the Moderns, is the 
Bull Fraſt (an old Moorifo Game) ſtill cele- 
brated upon certain Feſtivals | in Hain and 
Portugal; which makes their Gentry. excell, 

in Horſemanſhip, the other Nations of Europe. : 
Our Ludicrous Patriots, when they reflect 
upon theſe Things, will, I 77 "or the fu- 
ture, learn to be Mery and Wiſe ; that we 
may have no more Whiſtling nor Grinning 
Matches: Let them not call the Countrey- 
People together, upon Holydays, to be Witneſ- 
ſes to their Puerile Genius; except they are 
Ambitious of being Chronicled for Deciding 
Prizes in the Games of Fully. _ 

As, on the one Hand, Care ſhould be taken 
to avoid all-ſhameful-Levity ; ſo on the other, 
It is not fitting to introduce any Thing into 
the Sports of a People, which offends true 
and inſpires a Savageneſs of Tem- 
per. Let our Publick Exerciſes therefore 
(ſuitable to every Rank and Condition) be 
ſuch only as naturally form the Limbs to 
Agility and Strength; . eſpecially in ſuch a 
manner as may be ſerviceable, to the Commu- 
. Upon this Account, the Propriety of 

Nati- 
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National Games conſiſts in adapting them to 

the Age and the place; and, in fu 5 

Thoſe, that grow obſolete. and N 
New Ones. 


Juſts and Tournaments, and Shooting i in 5 | 


Long-Bow, were . very manly Re- 
creations, and worthy to be encouraged: But, 
an univerſal Change in Maria Diſcipline has 
rendered them now asIn nfignificant, as Chariot- 
Races, or the Practice of the Sl ng. Accor- 
ding to the Caſt of our Tins, (ng the 

War-Horſe ; ſhooting. with th e arquebuls 


as in Switzirland ; the Exerciſe of Arms; 


Mock-Fights and Sieges, (directed by Men of 
Skill) would turn our Holiday s and Feſtivals 
to Account: Theſe would | prove Games « 

Dignity, not only becoming the Patronage © 
Great Men, but even worthy the Conſi dera- 
tion of a Briti Parliament: And flex were to 
be wiſhed, that every Gentleman of an Ellate, 


would allot Rewards within his Rural Domi- 


nions, to improve the Inferiour nhabitants ir 

Cudg gel-Playing and Wreſtling; and raz 8 

the Cock-Pits in his Juriſdictin. 
We are celebrated through the World fo 


718 


the Swiftneſs of our Horles: an empty Praiſe, 


without the Addition of other Qualities, King 
* lam, who. was ſenſible of this Extraya- 
S 2 -* * "gance, 
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gance, did endeavour to improve our Racers 
into a Serviceable Breed, by obliging the Hor- 
ſes, that ran for His Plates, to carry a more 
than ordinary Weight. It is Pity (methinks) 
the Legiſlative Authority has never purſued 
ſo proper a Hint, to make the Diverſions of 
New-Market, a Publick Benefit. The pre- 
ſent Generation of Race-Horſes is of ſo flight 
a Make, as to become uſeleſs in all the Exi- 
gencies of Life ; unleſs I may be allowed 
to recommend one of the Fleeteſt to the 
Pretender, for a Charging-Horſe, upon his next 
Landing. 

But, of -all Games, thoſe which deſerve 
moſt to be advanced, in Great Britain, are 
Naval Sports and Exerciſes; ſuch as Swim- 
ming, Diving, Rowing, Sailing, Gc. To be 
able to manage a Boat with Dexterity, is of 
as great Conſequence in this Iſland, as it was 
to be an expert Charioteer in Ancient Greece, 
In this Particular, I cannot omit giving Mr. 
Dogget (who has been ſo eminent on our 
Theatre) his due Praiſe upon this memorable 
Day, and recommending his Example to my 
Countreymen, who deſire to diſtinguiſh Them- 
ſelves by a Publick Spirit. By inſtituting an 
Annual Prize to be rowed for, he has raiſed 


up a laudable Ambition in the Youth of the 


Thames : 
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Thames: He has put them upon ſtudying the 

Knowledge of the River, and carrying the 
Skill of the Oar to Perfection. This may 
animate Perſons of ample Fortunes and Su- 
periour Quality to inſtitute Naval Exerciſes, 
and carry the Games from the River into the 
Ocean; whereby the Britons may be taught 
to enlarge their Commerce, and maintain the 
Sovereignty of the Seas. As Mr. Dogger 
has the Glory of being the Firſt Founder of 
theſe Water-Games, which may in Time riſe 
to a greater Pomp and Solemnity ; ſo has he, 
with equal Prudence and Loyalty, appointed 
them to be exerciſed in Commemoration of 
his Majeſty's happy Acceſſion ; without which, 

our Free Conſtitution * in all A ppearance, 


expired. 
This Day Twelvemonth, I was a privats 


Spectatour of this River-Game : But, now I 
have determined to attend It in a Barge, 
rowed by Six Fre- Suibrr and True Proteſtants, 
From what I obſerved laſt Year, the following 
Verſes of Virgil, tranſlated by Dryden, give 
a lively Image of the Publick Diverſion of 


the Day. 


- 
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once the brigſhinig Oars and brazen Prow 
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For. Gallies 7 7 which equal Rowers bear, 
Advanc ing, in i} be Watry Liſts « appear. | 


They grife their Oars and every panting Breaft | 


17 raid by Tum with Hope, by * with 
Far depreſt. - 

The Clangor of the Trumpet giver the Sign ; 

At once they fart, adroancing in a Line: 

With Shouts the Sailors rend the ſtamy Skies ; 


Laſo d with their Oars, the ſmoaky Billows riſe; 


Exatt in Time, with equal Strokes they r; 


Daſh up the ſandy Wares, and ope the Depths 
below. 
Not fiery Courſers, in à Chariot Race, 


hroade the feld with balf ſo ſwift Pace. 


N*39 The Fure-Taivrtk 7 | 


i ( 


2 s) N S ; Ware | * FIR i Wk oy Ce 


NaH Monday, Aug + vil. 


. Enn "F: 


omen, in coeuteſt Bodies, ſtrongeſt works. 
SHAKSP, Flatnlet, 


SIP A xx1%xD attend ſo little to the 

MIS latent Sptings, by which they are 
moved, that the far greater Num- 

ber, when they leaſt ſuſpect it, act 
by Pattion, _ not by Reaſon, even in the 
moſt ſetious Conterns of Life, We are ſel- 
dom aware of the ſecret Workings of our In- 
clinations ; and often, when we imagine we 
proceed moſt upon princi ple, the Heart im- 

poſes upon the Underſtanding. © 
Thete- is likewiſe another great lntricacy 
in Human Nature, which eſcapes the Obſer- 
vation of the Generality. It frequently hap- 
pens, that 'a remarkable Excellency is in 2 
great Meaſure, if not wholly, owing to ſome 
predominant Failing: So that, in rooting out 

a Complexional Vice, we may endanger 4 

Vertu, that grows up with It, and twines, 
8 4 as 
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as it were, about It. The Soul has its 


| Lights and Shades, which mutually heighten 
each other: And it requires a very maſterly 


Hand to ſoften the Shadowings, and not 
deaden the brighter Colours, in proportion. 
In the Applications therefore of Philoſophy 


(as in Preſcriptions for the Body) great Skill 
is required, by attempting to Strengthen the 


Mind on one ſide, not to Weaken It as much, 


or more, in another Part. 

I Cnooss to explain my Second Obſervation 
by a Weakneſs, very Common amongſt Wo- 
men. Their rn Fears and Appre- 
henſions, the ſuddain Terrours of their Imagi- 
nation, and their Propenſity to Frights upon 
every little Accident, is a heavy Tax not 
only upon their own Quiet, but likewiſe 
upon the Tranquillity of the Men, whoſe 
Affections are intereſted in their Happineſs : 


For, a Perſon, whoſe Spirit is ſeldom or never 


allarmed with any Fears for Himſelf, is capa- 
ble of being terrify'd beyond Meaſure at the 
unexpected Shriek of a beloved Female. And 
yet, this uncontroulable Timidity in the Fair 
Sex does, no doubt, very much contribute to 
heighten and ſecure thoſe Vertues, which are 
peculiarly eminent in Them. This Feminine 
Frailty is a Fence to their Modeſty, and a 

ſtrong 


* | 
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ſtrong Guard to their Honour. It likewiſe 
improves that ſoft Diſpoſition, that engageing 
Tenderneſs, which is ſo commendable in a 
Wife and a Mother: And, were young Ladies 
to be reaſoned into a Hardineſs of Temper, 
or a Manly Reſolution; it is very much to 
be queſtioned, whether They would remain 
ſo ſcrupulous of their Reputation; and whe- 
ther they would be ſo unwearied and vigilant 
in their tender Offices over an Infant, whoſe 
Death they imagined themſelves able to ſup- 
port. In correcting the Mind therefore, with 
reference to Imperfections of this and the like 
Nature, the ſafeſt Conduct is to have regard 
to the true State of Humanity, and the main 
Exigencies of Society: Not to be too rigid 
and critical in rectifying ſmall Irregularities, 
like an over-judicious Authour, who poliſhes 
away the Strength and Energy of his Thoughts; 
but to ſuffer a Pardonable (I might perhaps 
ſay, Providential) Failing, for the ſake of pre- 
ſerving a great and neceſſary Vertue. To il» 
luſtrate this Notion yet farther ; the moſt pru- 
dent Management is, to endeavour, as near 
as poſſible, to ſettle ſuch a Ballance of Power 
between Reaſon and the Social Paſſions, that 
neither may grow abſolute, and prevail over- 


much, to the Prejudice of the Other: Since a 
Heart 


« 3 
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Heart chilled with Philoſophy, will hardly feel 
the warm Emotions of Tenderneſs and Ge- 
neroſity; and a Breaſt, glowing with Paſſions, 
will as little be tempered by the Admomi- 
tions of Reaſon, as 2 Refiner's Furnace will 
be cooled by Sprinklings of Water: 

It is very much to be regtetted, that a 
tolerable Degree of this happy Temperature 
is hardly to be found amongſt Women ; mote 
eſpecially with Regard to the Weakneſs al- 
ready mentioned. Their Imaginations ate 
without Controul ; and their Apprehenſions too 
violent : Their 2 exceeds all Bounds; 
their Surprizes are extravagant; and they live 
in a World of Terrours. They may, in this 
Particular, be compared to Aſpin- Trees, which 
tremble with the ſlighteſt Breath of Air, 
while all the other Trees of the Foreſt ſtand 
unmoved. A great many Inconveniencies, and 
even Diſaſters, riſe. out of this Single Infir- 
mity; which imbitter our Lives, as well as 
Theirs, and render our-mutual Felicity very 
Precarious. From this Unhappineſs proceed 
ſo many ſuddain Diſorders of various Kinds; 
ſo many Indiſpoſitions and fatal Sickneſſes in 
full Health; ſo many Dejections, and even 
Diſtractions, of Spirit in ſound Underſtandings : 
And, to This, alone it is to be attributed, that 


ſeve- 


* 


« 
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ſeveral Families are deprived of Heirs, WH&& 
as a moderate Firmneſs of Soul, and 1 little 


37 by 


ers, by 


* 
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which the more. Accompliſhed only Act. 


 Timidula fancies this Humour improves her 
Charms; and thinks, ſhe ſhould not be thought 


more Beautiful than her Companions, if the 


did not appear more Fearful. 


I admire the Character of Sophronia, who 
does not aſpire to Maſculine Vertues, and at 
the ſame time is above the capricious Ter- 
rours of Women. She is not accuſtomed to 


ſtartle at every common Accident; and yet, 


a paſſionate Tale ſhall make her weep. She 


can hear it Thunder with a Compoſure of 


Mind; but, if her Lord is in the leaſt indiſ- 
ſed, ſhe cannot cloſe her Eyes. She can 
ear the Cry of the Night-Raven, and look 
at a falling Meteor or an Eclipſe, without 
being alarmed : And yet, ſhe never could have 


the Courage to venture to a Maſquerade. 


1 have been led into this Subject, in pure 
Compaſſion to the Ladies, by the Relation 
of an unfortunate Accident, which happened, 
laſt Whitſun-Week, in Hertfordſhire. Two Coun- 
trey Virgins ſet out on Horſeback, to ſee 
the Diverſions of a neighbouring Fair. The 
One (whom I ſhall call Lucia) rode Single ; 
the other (whoſe Name was Phebe) Double. 
They had a River to paſs over: When they 
were on the Bridge, Lucia's Horſe ftarted ; 

l 
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and leaped, over the Rail, into the River: 
The Rider however was taken ſafe out of 
the Water, without any other Detriment, 
but being Wet. They put into a Farm-Houſe, 

to dry her Clothes: Where Phebe complained, 
that the Fright ſhe felt upon Lucia's Account 
had much difordered her, and given her a 
violent Pain in her Head. She continued 
very penſive, notwithſtanding all they could 
ſay or do; and did not find her ſelf in any 
Diſpoſition to partake of the Amuſements of 
the Fair. This Melancholy, which had ſeized 
her Spirits, occaſioned the Company to re- 
turn homewards much earlier, than they in- 
tended. When they came near the Bridge 
again, the Impreſſion of her Friend's Danger 
renewed itſelf ſo powerfully in Phebe's Ima- 
gination, that ſhe fell off the Horſe (from 
Behind her Brother) into Convulſions; and, 
being carried into a Houſe hard by, ſhe died 
within a few Minutes. | 


| : 
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vous | 2 8 N ws Twenty-Third paſt, 1 re- 
f ceived a conciſe Epiſtle in a moſt 
OI Feminine Character, without any | 
x,” » Name or Date. | Gare. yenture to 


To Mr. - FREETHINKER. 


2 f 


Obſery d, in one of your Papers, a Friend 
of yours was in great Care to know 
F . Party you ed to. If he will 
© but take the Pains go" read ſome of your 
© Late fooliſh Scribling, it will put him out 


6 of Pain about that Matter. I can ſee no- 
© thing 
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« thing in any of them, which deſerves ſo 
much Applauſe; but only to make Laughter 
« for Foals: For, I think no Man of Senſe, 

but may beſtow his Time far better, than 
© to mind any ſuch Stuff. Neither does it ſo 
© well become you to meddle ſo much about 
Religion; but only a Body may think you 
* have none, or elſe ſo ſmall a Share of it, 
that it can hardly be — without a 

© Long Pair of Spectacles. And if the Go- 
_ © vernment think ſo well of it, as to let every 

© one. have their Liberty, I cannot ſee what 
* ſuch Hgt-brain'd Fellows has to do to vili- 
« fy any one about it. 

I NIE not acquaint my Readers, that 
this Letter comes from a Female Fanatick: 
I find, {he has been looking in my * Glaſs; 
which has put her ont of Conceit at once 
with the Free-Thinker, and Her ſelf. per- 
haps (ſaid a young Member of the Royal-So- 
ciety) it has had the Effect of i Bufning. 
Glaſs upon her; and the Focus of it may have 


ſo vitrify'd her Heart in Errours, that it is 15 


become too hard and brittle to receive any 
Impreſſions from Reaſon. However, as ſhe 


ſeems reſolved not to part with her Opini- 


— dd. * * * "XY 
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ons, 
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ons, I adviſe her at the ſame time to keep 
her Temper ; ſince Anger is thrown away 
upon a Philoſopher. I muſt obſerve, that 
ſhe is gailty of one very willful Overſight, 
when ſhe inſinuates, that her Se& is tolerated 
by the Government. They are not puniſhed 
indeed, as their Diſobedience deſerves, and 
the Laws require; which, in the Opinion of 
moſt Good Subjects, is now more properly a 
Negligence, than Lenity, in the Magiſtrates. 
This voluntary Miſtake concerning Toleration, 
(which they would fain impoſe upon us) 
obliges me to produce an Obſervation, which 
a Gentleman, whoſe Buſineſs it was to talk 
with a great many of them, made upon theſe 
Fanaticks : They will not Swear, (ſaid he,) but 
they will Lye and Prevaricate moſt notoriouſly. + 
When I publiſhed my Three Diſcourſes; 
from the Fourth to the Eleventh of Juh, 1 
had in Reſerve ſome farther Conſiderations 
relating to the Fanaticks ; which did not pro- 
perly fall in with my Deſign, at that Time: I 
{hall therefore take the Opportunity of throw... 
ing them into This Paper ; that my Countrey- 
men may, in the Compaſs of Four Lectures, 


„Ne 30. Gr. | 
| have 
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have a full Account of the Deluſion of theſe 
People, and the Wickedneſs of their Leaders. 


Ir has ever been the Cunning of Fanaticks | 
(and indeed there is a Neceſſity for it) to ſet) 
up ſome New abſurd Opinions and Practices, 


or to revive Old Ones, that have been explo- 


ded, I believe it is an Opinion and Practice 


intirely New (very Extraordinary at leaſt, I 


am ſure) that Numbers of People ſhould, 


aſſemble Themſelves (contrary to Law) un- 
der a Pretence of Religious Worſhip; to Pray 
for the Confuſion of their Countrey, and the 
Deſtruction of an Eſtabliſhed Government; 
under which they may enjoy all the Rights 
and Privileges of their Fellow - Subjects. Such, 
in Effect, has been the Perſwaſion and Practice 
of the Fanaticks; ever ſince they have had the 
Audaciouſneſs to open their Congregations, in 


ſo Publick a Manner, in ſeveral Places throughs: 


out the Cities of London and Weſtminſter : : 


Since, all thoſe Petitions, which ate inſerted 


in the Liturgy of the Church of England 
for the Preſervation of the King, the Royal 
Family, and the State, are by Them pervers 
ted, and put up to Heaven, with great Fer- 
vour, for their Overthrow. I ſhall leave 
their Doctors to anſwer for the Impiety of this 
Mock-Worſhip to their own Conſciences 1 

T But, 
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But, as to the Abſurdity of it, I muſt obſerve; 
That it is inconſiſtent with common Senſe, 
and the plaineſt Maxims of Society, for any 
Communion to renounce the Authority of 
the Civil Magiſtrate. Allegiance and Pro- 
tection are Reciprocal in all Countries; and 
every Man does indiſpenſibly owe an Alle- 
giance to the Prince, from whom he re- 

ceives Protection. 
As to the Abſurd Exploded Doctrines, 
which the Fanaticks have Revived, They are 
for the moſt Part (if not all) ſuch as would 
in a little time make us looſe Sight of the 
Reformation, and run us quite back into 
Popery : And yet, they have the Aſſurance 
to call Themſelves Proteſtants; and pretend 
to be the only Legitimate Sons of the 
Church of England. Do not their Prieſts, 
and ſeveral of their Writers, contend for 
the Uſe of Chriſm in the Baptiſmal Wa- 
ter; for the Oblation of the Elements in 
the Euchariſt; for the Mixture of Water 
with the Sacramental Wine; for Auricu- 
lar Confeſſion; Prayers for the Dead; and 
for the Authority of Tradition ? Let their 
Diſciples be once throughly convinced, that 
theſe Obſolete Superſtitions are Orthodox, 
and they will ſoon be perſwaded, that the 
Refor- 
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Reformation was Inipious and Heretical: Nei- 
ther will they reſt ſatisfy'd, till the Royal Prieſt- 
hood is Reinthroned in Great Britain, and reſto- 
red to their ancient Pomp and Grandeur. 
If we conſider the Diſtinguiſhing Sanctity 
of the Fanaticks, we ſhall find, it does not 
conſiſt in a punctual Adherente to the ex- 
preſs Doctrines and Precepts of the Goſpels 


nor in a Purity of Morals exceeding That 


of their Neighbours ; the Eſſentials of the 
Chriſtian Religion: But, in ſuch Extravagan- 
cies as their ſeditious Teachers impoſe up- 
on them for Eſſentials. The Super- Excel- 


leney of their Religion (as Proteſtants) is 


founded upon its Singularity: They place it 
in adhering to a Perſon, they are Taught to 
believe the Right Heir to the Crown; and 
in purſuing Salvation under the Guidance, 
and through the Means, of a truly Righe 


Prieſt, whom, at this Diſtance, it is impoſ- 


ſible to find out; and (by the By) no Many 


according to them, can be a Right Prieſt; 


who is not determined to be a Rebel. Mr. 
Dodwell (an eminent Authour of their Sect) 


has pre ſumptuouſſy carried the Powers of 


this Diſaffected Prieſthood to ſuch a Height, 
as to make even the Immortality of the 
on to depend upon their Baptiſm.. 2 

| fo Ido 
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- I do not-recolle&, that I have omitted 
any material Obſervation relating. to the Fa- 
naticks; nor, that I have wronged them in 
any Circumſtance. As for the treacherous 
Guides of theſe Abuſed People, it is to be 
feared, they are not to be wrought upon 
by Reaſon. They have Underſtandings to 
apprehend the Unjuſtifiableneſs of their Prac- 
tices; but, they have not Hearts diſpoſed to 
own it. Nevertheleſs, my Labours, joined 
to the Writings of others, may contribute 
to weaken the Power of their Witchcraft, 
and to thin their Aſſemblies. Let their Hear- 
ers reflect ſedately with themſelves ; and 
from the manifeſt Advances, which their 
Teachers make towards the Church of Rome, 
they will have ſufficient Reaſons to believe, 
that it is not the vain Rights of the Pretender, 
but the Cauſe of Popery, they ſo induſtriouſly 
promote under a ſpecious Diſguiſe. 

Laſtly; to apply to the Intereſts of thoſe 
weak Men, who ſeem to be engaged like . 
Perſons in Purſuit of the Philoſophers Stone: 
Let them conſider, their long Succeflion of 
Hopes, and the repeated Promiſes of their 
Wiſe Men, are vaniſhed like a Dream: And 
now, the very Foundations of their Deluſion 
link apace, by the Publick Tranſactions of 

Europe, 
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Europe. I forewarn them therefore not to re-. 
ly upon Cardinal Alberoni; but to remember, 
that their great Confidence in the King of Sicily, 
the Czar of Muſcovy, and the King of Sweden, 
has turned to no manner of enn 
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Speraroi mother quia me ara putavi: 
Nuocunſue ex nerito „ venit, £qua' venit. 
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* e Us T make it my gene to 
5 mn 4 the Ladies, to be leſs Cruel to 
bl IS their Lovers; or, it will be uttet- 
N ly impoſſible for me to proceed 
in | my Lectures, without frequent Interrupti- 
ons; unleſs I could learn of them, to laugh 
at the greateſt Sufferings in Life. Philothan- 
der, (a collateral Branch, I ſuppoſe, of the 
Philandrian Family) on the Tenth of Juh, 
complains to me, that Emilia's Siſter, diſag- 
pointed in her own Gallant, has ſet her 
| 1 Wits 
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*Wits at work to fruſſrate his Love to 
"Emilia. I adviſe him to divert her Malice, 
by faſtening a new Spark upon her. The 
ſame Day, Hippolytus . - pil me to aſſure the 
Idol of his Soul, that he is reſolved to 
ut in Practice the Reſolution he came to, 
when he ſaw her laſt; if he does not re- 
ceive her Commands to the contrary. I do 
not like the Meſſage, this Hot Summer; 
and I deſire the Lady not to cut off his 
Hopes, at leaſt, before the End of Septem- 
ber. I have received Two Letters from 
Philander ; The Second may be of uſe to 
him, and is worthy the ſerious Peruſal of 
my Female Diſciples ; for which reaſon I 
ſhall comply with his Requeſt, in giving it 
à Place here. 


M.. Fare-THINKER, Jul 18. 1718. 


1 Find but one Fault with your Paper; 

which is, that it comes out too ſeldom. 
© Your impartial Reaſoning renders it ac- 
« Ceptable, as well as uſeful to Ingenuous 
Minds. But, though your Thoughts are 

© chiefly __—_—_ on the moſt ſerious. Sub- 
© jets ; yet, I can aſſure you, not a Few are 
© pleaſed to find you do not wholly neg- 
ect the — of Love. I have a par- 
© ticular 
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© ticular Intereſt obliges me to with this Paſ- 
c ſion were ſo diſciplined, as to be brought, 
* in ſome meaſure at leaſt, under the Con- 
duct of Reaſon and Equity, in Both Sexes. 
FI will not preſume to undertake this Task; 
* though I ſhall think my ſelf very Fortunate, 
© if any of my Reflections (who am not with- 
out Experience) may prove of ſome Uſe 
to you in this Attempt. 
© Notwithſtanding I am a Sufferer in a {> 
© vere Degree, I muſt ingenuouſly own, that 
«© the Baſeneſs, the Hypocriſy, and the In- 
© conſtancy, of our Sex, are undoubtedly the 
© principal Cauſes of the Misfortunes of ma- 
« ny Faithful Lovers. Vows and Proteſtati- 
© ons, and even Sighs and Tears, are ſo art- 
© fully counterfeited, and perverted to ſuch 
© unmanly Purpoſes, that they have quite 
© loſt their Efficacy ; and Virgins cannot; in 
© the main, be too much cautioned againſt 
© Credulity. If therefore you can perſwade 
© the Men to be more Sincere, the Women 
© will become leſs Cruel. But while I ex- 
© cuſe the prudential Rigour of the Fair Sex, 
J muſt charge them with two prevailing 
© Iniquities; which are the Bane of True 
© Love, and have proved the Ruin of many 
58 en Spirit. | | 
Gp * © Beauty 
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© Beauty is the Portion of Females ; with 
© which Nature has endowed them, to ſub- 
due the Fierce, and to attract the Gentle: 
But, the Charms of a Coquette are like 
© Inſtruments of Death in the Hands of a 
Tyrant: She is al ways pleaſed with the An- 

* guiſh of her Admirers. The fair Mirabella 
makes no ſcruple of declaring, that he 
| © delights in the Torment of her Lovers; 
| © and that a dying Groan has more Muſick in 
© it, than a whole Opera. I threatned to ac- 

© quaint you with her Inſolence; which keeps 
© her a little in Awe at preſent : For, we know 
© the dreads your Diſpleaſure. 

© The Second heinous Crime of the Sex 
© is Fickleneſs; a natural Levity of Mind, 
© which proceeds from a Love of Novelty. An 
cold Lover is apt to pall upon their Fancy; 
© and then, the firſt new Servant, that offers, 
© js received; without any Regard to the long 
© and faithful Services of the Former. Thus 
* Bellander, when he might reaſonably have 
expected the Reward of a Three-Years 
Conſtancy, found his Miſtreſs had feloniouſ- 
© ly withdrawn her Heart from him; and be- 
4 8 it on a Neighboufing gay Thing, 
* who was come. freſh into the Countrey 
: : om | his Trayels; and had imported no ather 
| * Accom- 
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« Accompliſhment, but a handſome Cravat- 
Toſſel of French Beads; which, he ſaid, 


F had accompanied him ogy the politeſ 
© Courts of Europe. 


© But I, Mr, Bus That, labour under 
Fan uncommon Inſtance of Female Incon- 
* ſtancy. I gave you, above a Month fince, 
© a ſhort Account of my Paſſion for Billa- 
y . and the Alteration I then perceived 
in her. Though ſhe is a Lady of Senſe 
and Wit, equal to her Beauty, yet ſhe 
will not Vouchſafe to give me the leaſt 
© Reaſon for her Defection. You were fo 
* kind, as to give her à Hint of her Crime 
in “ a late Paper; which (as I am told) 
© made her Bluſh. I fear a malicious Per- 
e ſon, in whom ſhe places too great a'Con- 
© fdence, has abuſed: me to her. If fo, dear 
« Sir, make her ſenſible, that ſhe ought in 
« Juſtice to give me a Hearing, and to let 
me have the common Right of anſwering 
for my ſelf. If ſhe reſolves to perſiſt in 
© her Perfidy; I hope, ſo great a Blemiſh in 
© her Character will come as a Cloud be- 
© twixt me and her Charms, and favour my 
«< Attempts towards regaining my Freedom; 


* Ne 2 3 ; 


© which 
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which I had much rather give up to her 
© for eyer, upon any tolerable Conditions, 1 
© deſire you to indulge an unhappy Man ſo 
© far, as to inſert his juſt Complaint in your 
paper: Your generous Eſpouſal of his Cauſe 
s will (I am confident) reduce Bellamira to 
a Senſe of my Wrongs, and reſtore to Hap- 


c 

1 Vor Admirer, and 

obliged humble Servant, 
PHILANDER, 


Tunis Gentleman, by his Letter, ſhould be 
2 very Honeſt, and a very Pretty Fellow, in 

the worthieſt Senſe of the Phraſe. 
can be more reaſonable, than his Requeſt : 
and if Bellamira does not give him a fair 
Hearing, the World will be apt to condemn 
her to perpetual Virginity. On the other 
Hand, if Philander does not prove the Man 
he pretends to be; I ſhall be proud of an 
Opportunity to juſtify the Conduct of Bel- 
lamira, and clear her from the heavy Impu- 
tation of Perfidiouſneſs. In the mean time, 
I ſhall warn all the Fair Barbarians, not to 
inſult over the Sufferings of a ſincere Lover, by 

a Paſtoral Tale, which I received laſt _ 
he 
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The INHUMAN FAIR. 
HEAR my Complaint, unkind Alcimadure! 
FRelicue the Wretch, at leaſt, you will not 
a: : 
Let my lang Sufferingy your Compaſſion mou 
Vouchſafe me Pity, while I merit Lane. 
Thur in the Fair One's Porch poor Daphnis 
E vain, Alaſe ! — All Entrance is dem d. 
Inbuman -Maid; ſaid He ; before your Er, 
I hoped, I might expire your Sacrifice: :- 
Then, with Deſpair oppreſt, He call'd on Death ; 
And on the Tbreſbold ſigbd away his Breath, 


In Peace, at laſt, ill fated Daphnis /leep ! 
The Sepherdt o er het manrn;; the Virgins weep 
Alcimadure along walk banden by ; 

Nor ſtreus thy Tomb, wor dews it with her Eye. 

Now, through the Monthly Signs the fiery Sun, 
By Nights and Days, his Annual Courſe had run; 

| When 
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W hen the relentleſs Nymph went out to brave 
Her Lover's Shade, and triumph o'er his Grave. | 


The Moon beheld ber to the Mufick bound, 
Tread dot the Flow'rs, and ſpoil the ſacred 


When, lo! a Burſt of Thunder rends the Air! 
And the cleft Earth receives the blaſted Fair. 
Her frighted Ghoſt to Plato's Realms deſcends ; 
And now, too late, her Pride to Daphnis ends. 
Doom'd to'a fruitleſs Love, the injur'd Swain 
Repays her Paſſion with a juſt Diſdain. 
In ain, Alas ! like bim before, ſhe burns ; 
And not in vain, like her, he Scorn return. 
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Nunc patimur long pacis mala: ſavior armis 
Luxuria incubuit; victumque ulciſcitur orbem. 
Nullum crimen abeſt, facinuſque libidinit, ex quo 
Paupertas Romana perit. Jovxx. 


l Nineteenth, Twenty-fourth and 
Twenty- fifth Lectures were inten- 
died for the more immediate Ser- 

vice of my Countrey; by obſer- 
ving how much it is Changed and Poliſhed for 
the Worſe. To theſe I ſhall ſubjoin another 
Diſcourſe, as requiſite as any of the Former; 
ſince, the reducing of it into Practice will very 
much contribute to preſerve, not only the 
Liberties, but likewiſe the Peace of the 
Nation, Entire. I wiſh there did appear, to 
an unprejudiced Obſerver, no Signs of De- 
cay in the One, or of Inſtability in the 
Other, in the preſent Age : And yet, the Sym- 
* that look ſo ſuſpicious, do not ariſe 
from 


Leu, which prev 
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from a Fault in the Government; but from 
a Degetieracy in the People: Inſoruch, that 
were not the Vertue of the Prince too ſub- 
lime to take any Advantage of the Corrup- 
tion of the Subject, I fear we might be 
brought, without much Difficulty, to com- 

ply with any State of Servitude. / 
We are, by our Laws and Conſtitation, 
the 'moſt Free People in the World; by our 
Situation and Naval Strength, the 72 3 
cure from a Forreign Enemy; by a 
Diſtribution of Power, and the - Pros of 
our Cities, the leaſt capable of maintaining 
an Inteftine War: And yet, by a National 
Vice, which has gained the Credit of a Ver- 
tue with the Generality, We are in a for- 
ward Diſpoſition to forfeit (in the Proceſs 
of a few Years) ſome, if not every one, of 
theſe fingular Bleſſings. I mean the Exceſs of 
ails through every Order 
of Men, and is equally viſible in Both Sexes. 
This Change in our Manners (as well as 
Thoſe mentioned in my former Lectures) 
is not of Britiſh Growth; but tranſplanted 
into the Iſland, by Perſons refined in {laviſh 
Courts, under the flattering Appearance of 
Improvi _ So that a Sober Engliſhman 
has Reaſon to wiſh, that your Exotick Fine 
Gentle- 


N®42 The FEREE-TRHIV EEA. 303 


Gentlemen were Counterband by Law, with 
a Permiffion only to import Plain Artizans 
and Labourers; who, while they earn their 
Bread, enlurge our Commerce, and at the 
ſame time teach us Induſtry and Frugallty; 
the ſureſt Pledges for the Verne and the 
Wealth of a Community. 

What avails it, that we ate nad 
Bondage; that Liberty is the Birth-Right of 
every Briton, if, as we grow up into Man- 
hood, we become Slaves (for the moſt part) 
from the Courtier to the Peaſant? Is there 
a Free-Hokder who can call his Voice his 
own? A Repreſentative of a Corporation, or 
County, who never conceals the Motive of 
his Vote? A Lawyer, who delivers his 
Opinion without Partiality 2 A Divine, who 
preaches only the plain Goſpel ? Or a Stateſ- 
man, wedded to the Publick Good ? There 
produced in theſe ſeveral Stations; but, they 
are fo very Singular, that I queſtion, whe- 
ther it would not be to their Diſſervice to 
point them out. The Multitude of every 
Order move by Direction; and every Dri- 
ver is driven in his Turn. What is it then, 
that ſo univerſally deprives my Countreymen 

of their Native Privilege of being Free 
| | Agents? 
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Agents e Their Luxury. Let the Perſons of 
Rank and Fortune contract their Deſires, and 
portion their Expences to their Income; 
and let the Middling and inferiour Rank of 
Men rely upon their Induſtry and Parſimony; 
ſo that there may be no Neceſſity of a ſer- 
vile Dependency from One Slave to Ano- 
ther; and we ſhall ſoon find our ſelves put 
into the full Poſſeſſion of that perfect Free- 
dom, which is warranted to us by Law. 
Without this Reſolution, we boaſt as vainly 
of the Liberty of our. Conſtitution, as the 
Man, enthralled by Prejudices, vaunts the 
Freedom of his Reaſon. 
The Childiſh Ambition of endeayouring 
to vie, one againſt another, in the -Baubles 
and Play-Things of Life, will by Degrees 
make us an eaſy Prey to any bold Invader; 
or ſet us up to Auction for the Higheſt Bid- 
der. The Benefit of the Ocean will but 
haſten our Deſtruction; while by our Traf- - 
fick we barter our valuable Commodities, 
and our Money, for Outlandiſh Trinkets : 
The Conſequence of which muſt be, that 
our Neighbours will grow Rich and Pow- 
erful, as we become Poor and Splendid. 
When the Men of Family and Figure are at 
once Vain and Indigent, through their Faſhion- 
able 
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able Exceſſes, it will not be in their Choice 
to remain Uncorrupted ; Their Vaſſals like-. 
wiſe (imitating, in their Condition, the Fol- 
lies of their Superiours) will readily com- 
ply with ſpecious Arguments, and compli- 
ment the Great Ones with their deareſt Pri- 
vileges, for a vain Promiſe, or a deceitful 
Smile. To ſumm up this Conſideration; It 
is not in the Power of the wiſeſt Princes 
nor in the utmoſt Forte of Human Policy, 
long to Protect a Luxurious People. It is 
not my Purpoſe to recommend the Practice 
of Auſterities to my Fellow · Subjects: On the 
contrary, I would have them All (in their 
different Fortunes) enjoy, the moderate In- 
dulgencies, whick, our Nature requires, and 
which are the proper Rewards of Induſtry, 
This may be done, to our mutual Advan- 
tage, by confining our ſelyes to a Conſump» 
tion of ſuch Manufactures and Productions 
as the Britiſh, Dominions afford. Wine ex- 
cepted, we want nothing of much Value to 
— Life Elegant, as well as Convenient. 
How can we then anſwer it to our Coun- 
trey, when we laviſh out our Wealth to 
keep up Forreign Looms, to maintain the La- 
bour of the wide World, while the Inge- 
n of our own People lies diſcouraged ? 

* This 
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This Abuſe of Trade is not utilike the Ex- 
pence we are at to propagate . Chriftiahity 
amongſt the Indians, while it is a Religion 
very much unknown in Great-Britain. 

The Luxury of a Nation 'does likewiſe 
unhinge the Publick Peace and Trariquillity ; 
and frequently ends in the total Subverſion 
of it. Poverty and Avarice ate the reſtlefs 
Companions of Prodigality. Want makes 
Men deſperate, and gives them Boldnefs 
equal to their Neceſſities. This gives Birth 
to Seditions, and Vigour to Conf piracies: 
For, no ſettled Government is conveni- 
ent to Perſons, whoſe Fortunes cannot 
be worſe, and may prove better, by a 
Change. So that Luxury may be called 
the Parent of Civil Diſcord: And Bands of 
Highway-Men, and Factious Combinations, 
are cemented and animated by the ſame 
Principle. It is this Vice chiefly, that ſplits 
the Nation into Parties in Politicks; and 
makes many learned Doctors ſo very appre- 
henſive of the Danger of the Church. Let a 
Fund be eſtabliſhed to ſupply 'e every Man 


in his favourite Extravagancies, and we ſhall 
never quarrel about the Terms of our Obe- 
dience, nor the Divine Rights of any King or 
Prieſt, But, ſince this Project is impracti- 

cable, 
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cable, becauſe the Fund will always prove 

Deficient; I exhort my Diſciples (as they 

tender the Proſperity, the Laws, the Liber- 

ty, and the Peace of Old En land) to dif- | 
countenance this growing Evil; to diſtin- 

guiſh Themſelves by an Honeſt- 'Parfi imony; 

and to look upon the Luxurious Man as 

the moſt ſordi Creature, and 2 Traitor to 

his Countrey. 

Wurz my Reſentments are warm againſt 
this Enormity, let me endeavour to com- 
municate the ſame Spirit of Indignation tp 
my Readers. The Papiſt, the Fanatick, the 
Rebell, is not half ſo pernicious as the Luxu- 
rious Man. Beware of the Spendthrift Pa- 
triot: He will redeem his mortgaged Eſtate 
at any Price: His Wants increaſe with his 
Deſires; and his Integrity is departed. from 
him. 

1 ſhall not here obſerve, how the moſt 
flouriſhing States and Empires have periſhed, 


through an Infatuation after forreign Elegan- 
cies. Let their Fate warn us from natura - 


lizing the Expenfive Refinements and Di- 
verſions of effeminate Countties. Let us con- 
tinue unelegant Clowns, in the Roughneſs 
of Vertue, and Hardineſs of Liberty, rather 


than dwindle into the Polite Accompliſh- 
n ments 
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ments of Slaves. The Conveniencies of Life 
are few; the Exigencies of Voluptuouſneſs 
Infinite. If our Luxury riſes in Proportion 
to our Commerce; we trade to no Advantage: 
If it exceeds our Trafſick, we muſt become 
a Bankrupt Nation. ; 325 
In Arbitrary Governments there is ſome 
Excuſe for Luxury: It is not only counte- 
nanced, but required, by the Prince. It ſup- 
ports his exorbitant Power, by keeping the 
Nobility Poor and Humble. The exceſſive 
Splendour of ſome Courts, and the gilded 
Poverty of ſuch as glitter in them, ſerve 
to ſtrike the inferiour Subjects with a ſuper- 
ſtitious Reverence for Tyranny; and have the 
ſame Effect in the Abuſe of Government 
as the Pomp of the Romiſh Worſhip has, in the 
Abuſe of Religion; which is to maintain the 
Uſurpation of the Prieſthood, But, an Engliſb- 
man has no Temptation, beſide his Vanity, to 
draw him into unneceſſary and inconvenient Ex- 
pences. Inſiſt upon thy Birth-Right; be a Man; 
and thou mayſt preſerve thy Dignity without an 
Equipage. The Gentleman, who walks through 
the Streets, and the Gentleman who rides in 
his gilt Chariot, are not diſtinguiſhed by any 
Privileges in our Conſtitution; nor, amongſt 
Men of Senſe, are any common Reſpects and 
Civi- 
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Civilities, which are payed to the One, re- 

fuſed to the Other. The Embroidered Coat 

does not take Place of the Plain Dreſs: Nei- 

ther is a King of England accuſtomed to 

—_ on a a more than yur a Brown 
ap &. 3 


iv vat qui metuit ie ahn, 


Rex eſt, quique cupit nihil : bracts 
"Hoc regions fibs WY 263 07- Sing: 
Sveurc. "Mp 


2 * * R Condition ef l Life has its 
bf © Ry Circle of Prejudices; and there is 
= as little Free- Thinking ' amongſt 
kings and Princes, as amongſt 
their Subjects. Did they know the Happi- 
neſs there is in Privacy and Leifure, and 
conſider their High Station as Philoſophers, 
they would repine at their Lot; like the 
Pilot yu envies the Paſſengers, that ſleep 

U 3 ſupine- 
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fupinely, while be ſits watchful at the Helm, 


_ Adminiſtration of Government is, at 
„ a glorious, unthankful Office: A 10 


hy coveted by a Wiſe Man; an 
hardly to be ſupported, with an Equality 
Mind, by a Brave Man. The Monarch, who 
ſtudies only the Good of his People, can- 
not be wholly free from Inquietude : And 
the Tyrant reigns in perpetual Anxiety. 
Nevertheleſs, ſo prevalent has been the 
Ambition of mary private Men, (ſome of 
whom have failed in their Attempt) that 
without any Regard to Right and Wrong, 
they have ſacrificed. their Honour and their 
Quiet to the Love of Dominion; refuſing no 
Fatigues to become Miſerable. There have 
been ſome likewiſe, born to Rule, ſo averſe 
to the Cares of Empire, that they have been 
impatient to be diſmiſſed from them: But, 
the Number of the Former exceeds the La- 
ter. For the Credit of Humane Nature, I 
would fain perſwade my ſelf, that theſe Sin- 
gular Inſtances of Retirement are not to be 
attributed to a Weakneſs or Inconſtancy of 
Mind; but rather to a Sublimity of Temper, 
which conſiders Humane Power as Kh 25 
but not Deſireable, 


Amick 
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Amongſt the. rare Examples in, this Kigd, 
it is yet more extraordinary to find this 
biloſophick Spirit in a Woman. Chriſting, 
= of Sweden, is the lateſt Inſtance to be 
found in the Hiſtories of Europe. In the Year 
1654, the. religned her Crown in a Publick 
Manner at Upſal to Charles Guſtavus, on the 
ſixth of Juh. With what Deliberation and 
Conſtancy, the came to this Reſolution, will 
appear by a Letter the wrote, Four Months 
before; which, as a Curioſity not much known, 
1 haye tranſlated out of the Memoirs of Li- 
terature, printed at the Hague. 


A Letter from CunisTiNA; Outen of 
Sweden, to Monſieur Cu anvur, the French 


1 Ambaſſagdour at the Hague. 
SIR, . Varus, Marth 5. 1654: 


£F HAVE formerly communicated to you 
1 the Reaſons, which have prevailed up- 
on me to perſevere in my Deſign of Ab- 
« dicating. You know, I have continued long 
© in this Humour; and that I had conſide- 
© red of it Seven Years, before I came to a 
< Reſolution of putting it in Practice. There 
care Five Years, at leaſt, ſince I acquainted 
you with my Determination; and I then 

U 4 © ſaw, 
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e ſaw, that it was your Affection, and the 
© diſintereſted Concern you had for my For- 
© tune, which influenced you to oppoſe me, 
at the ſame time that you could not ob- 
©jeR to my Reaſons; ſince there appeared 
Nothing in my Purpoſe, unworthy of me. 
Tou may remember what I ſaid to you 
© upon this Subject, the laſt time I had the 
Satisfaction of diſcourſing with you: All 
s the N N which have intervened in ſo 


long a ſpace of time, have never wrought 
c the leaſt Change in me. I have directed 


call my Actions to this Point; and I have 
* conducted them to a Period, without Wa- 
© yering. I am now ready to finiſh my Part, 
© and to retire behind the Curtain. As for 
© the Applauſe at going off, I am in no 
Trouble about it. I know that the Com- 
© poſition of the Scene, which I have repre- 
© ſented, is not conformable to the common 
© Laws of the Theatre. It is not to be 
c expected, that what is very ſublime and 
full of Spirit in it ſhould pleaſe the whole 
World. I allow every one to judge ac- 
* cording to his Capacity : I cannot deprive 
« Mankind of their Liberty : And had I the 
© Power, I ſhould. not have the Will to do 
Fit, I know there are ſome, who will judge 

_ © fayour- 
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c favourably of me; and I am perſwaded, you 
© are of the Number. The reſt of the World 
know neither my Reaſons, nor my Tem- 
c * per; for, I never declared my ſelf, but to 
© you, and one other Friend, who 5 his 
Candour and Greatneſs of Mind is quali- 
5 fied to think of my Conduct, as you think. 
* Satis eſt Unus ; ſatis eſt Nullus : I deſpiſe 
« the Reſt; and I ſhould do. an Honour to any 
© one of the Herd, whom I ſhould eſteem Ri- 
© diculous enough to n. to . Di- 

© verſion. 
_ <T thall never" Be ac the ba e be 
« my Apology to them; neither ſhall 1 in 
© this entire Leiſure, which 1 am preparing 
* for my ſelf, find any vacant time ſo much 
6 as once to think of Them. I ſhall em- 
© ploy it to examine my Paſt Life, and to 
correct my Errours ; without either won« 
© dring at, or repenting of, my Reſolution. 
© What Pleafure ſhall I receive from the Re- 
© fletion of having done Good to Men with 
© Joy, and cauſing thoſe to be puniſhed with- 
© out Remorſe, who deſerved it! I ſhall have 
© the Conſolation of never having rendered 
any Perſon a Criminal, who was not guil- 
© ty; and of ſparing even Criminals. . I have 
4 the Safety of the State to every 
6 © other 


© reproach. my ſelf with, in the Adminiſtra- 
* tiog of it, I have poſſeſſed without Pride; 


© to my own- Guidance; I will employ all 
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* other Conſideration: I have ſacriſiced eyery 
« thing to its Intereſt; and I have nothing to 


© and 1 have quitted without Relugancy. 
© Aﬀter this, never fear for me: I am in 
c Safety; and my Felicity is not in the Reach of 
© Fortune. I am Happy, whatever befalls me: 


Sum felix tamen, O Huperi; mndligqut potgfhas 
Hoc auferre Deo. 


© Yes; I am Happy beyond Mortals; and 
© ſhall remain ſo to the End. I have no Ap- 
prehenſions from that Providence, you men- 
tion; Omnia ſunt propitia : Be it, that Pro- 


© vidence ſhall take upon it ſelf the or- 
© dering of my Affairs; 1 ſubmit, with that 


* ReſpeRt and Reſignation, which I oe to 
its Will: Be it, that Providence leaves me 


© the Faculties, with which it has endowed 
my Soul and my. Underſtanding, to make 
my ſelf happy: and I {hall be Happy, ſo 
long as I am perſwaded, that I have nothing 
to fear from Men, nor yet from God. It 
© ſhall be the Buſineſs of my remaining Por- 
© tion of Life, to familiarize theſe Thoughts 
* to my Mind, te” 


lam 
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© I am below Envy, in my preſent Con- 

e dition: But, were my Felicity known, I 
c hould be ervied more than ever. You, 
however, love me ſo, as not to repine at 
my Good Fortune: And I deſerve it at your 
; Hands; ; {ince I have the Ingenuity to own, 
© that I am indebted to you, for no ſmall 
« Share of theſe Sentiments. I learned them 
from your Converſation; and 1 hope, one 
Pay, to improve them with you, in my 
Retirement. I am ſatisfy d, you cannot for- 
4 * felt our Word; and that you will continue 
* my Friend, in this Change of my Cireum- 
f fanees; mme 1 quit nothing, worthy ; your 
© Eſteeth, In every Condition, 1 ſhall pre- 
« ſerve my Friendihip' for you; and you uin 
c ſee, that no Alteration tan happen to me, 
„a of varying the Sentiments, I am 
proud of. You know all This; and :I am 

6 - you believe, that the greateſt 
© Affuratice; I can give you of 0 2 i is 
to tell you, 3 n 
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HAVE a little 1 of Secret 

Hiſtory to communicate. to my 
49817 Female Readers. The Singulari- 
iy of it may recommend it; and, 
if they are not the Better for it, the Blame 
will not be mine. In the mean time, they 
are at Liberty to give what O. they 

pleaſe to the Relation. 

In a full Aſſembly of Ladies chere 
was a Mixture of ſeveral Ages, the Conve- 
niencies and Inconveniencies of the Hoop- 
Petticoat happened to be canvaſſed, with great 
Freedom of Converſation. There were on- 
ly Four Gentlemen preſent; Two of which 
| ſpoke earneſtly in the Debate, One againſt 


the Other. Florio, a metled Spark, of great 
Volu- 
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Volubility of Speech, employed his Wit in 
Defence of the Mode. Sophronio, of riper 
Vears, and fewer Words, reaſoned againſt 
the Extravagancy of the Faſhion. The Opi- 
nions of the Aſſembly were much divided. 
In order therefore to come to a fair Deter - 
mination, the Ladies laid their Injunctions 
upon the two Champions, to conſider the Sub- 
ject maturely; and to be ready by that Day 
Sennight to deliver their Sentiments upon 
the Merits of the Cauſe; at which time 
they engaged Themſelves to give them a 
Hearing, at Nine in the Evening. The ap- 
pointed Hour being come, the Company ran- 
ged Themſelves on either Hand, accor- 
ding to their different Inclinations. On the 
Right fate the Grave Matrons; and on the 
Left ſhone the blooming Virgins ; Both Par- 
ties equally aſſured of Succeſs, and equal- . 
ly confiding in the Abilities of their Oratour. 
The Damask Settee was placed in the Cen- 
ter, at a convenient Diſtance from the Au- 
_. dience; when Florio, obſerving a profound Si- 
lence, and an Impatience in the Looks of 
his ſprightly. Patroneſſes, made his Reveren- 
.ces; and, mounting the Silken Roſtrum, ha- 
rangued the Aſſembly in the following Man- 
LADIES 


Pa 
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tongratulate my good Fortune, in that 
I have the Honour to ſpeak before ſo 
© polite an Audience upon a Theme, whoſe 
Diameter and Circumference affords ſo large 
© a Scope to Eloquence. Were I to handle it 
Inch dy Inch, my Speech would ſwell in 
© Proportion -to the Amplitude of my Sub- 
<jet; and 1 ſhould find my ſelf encompaſ- 
e ſed with a huxuriant Circle of Tropes and 
Figures, round and magnificent as the Hoop, 
I attempt to praiſe. 

1 have enquired at the moſt flouriſhing 
c Ware-houſes, a and confulted the moſt know - 
<©ing Coopers of the Female Sex; but 1 
© cannot diſtinctly learn to whoſe extenſive 
© Genius, the Ladies are indebted for this 
© Invention of the Hoop- Petticoat. The lear- 
ned Writers of Antiquity are ſilent upon 
the Occaſion; which makes me conjecture, 


« that the Glory of this Pompous Piece of 
© Elegancy is due to the Moderns. Mon- 


©fieur Toumefort, in his Voyage through the 
Levan, gives the Deſcription and Figure 
© of a very magnificent Petticoat, worn by 
© the Ladies of 'Myconia (Fair Hlanders like 


© your ſelves) which may probaby have been 
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« the Original of yours: That, indeed, is full 
« of Plaits, and quilled from Top to Bottom; 
* whereas yours are plain, which is after the 
Grun Cuſto in Structures of every kind. 
When I confider the Clinging Drapery 
of ont Grundmothers, and compare it with 
the ſpreading Coats of this Aﬀembly; I 
do not ſo much wonder at the Rudeneſs 
< of the Former, as 1 am #ſtoniſhed at the 
* * Politeiiets 'of the Preſent, Age. They 
© ctept along as it were in Fetters: And 
©2 Woman with her Head Peeping out 


© of a Sack, could thatdly be more confined, © 


cor make à mote *Grotteſ que Figure. On 
the other hand, the Cupolo- Coat allows 
call the Freedom of Motion, the graceful 

c Walk and the Majeſtick Step; not to 
mention the Beauty and the Splendour of 
the Foot, which plays viſibly within the 
Circle, and raviſhes the watchful * —”_ 'of 


©the Behokder. 
When I ſurvey the Structure of this Sil- 


ken Dome, and contemplate the Convex, or 
the Concave, of the Building; I am ſtruck 
© with Admiration at the Ingenuity of Man- 
kind: A Fabrick ſo ample, and withal ſo 

© portable, is Stupendous ! And Aſter-Ages, 
© who yu may ſee this Contrivance only 


© in 


l * 
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© in the Paintings of ' ſome great Maſters, ſhall 
with Pain believe what the Juſtneſs of the 
© Pencil repreſents. 
© Were I to enumerate the Conreniencies 
< and the Ornaments; which accrue to the 
© Sex from the uſe of the Hoop, the 
« Tapers would require ſnuffing , before my 
© Speech could draw towards an End. There- 
© fore,. I ſhall only touch upon Two Ob- 
c ſervations. The firſt" is, That the Com- 
« paſs of the Coat ſerves to keep the Men at 
e a decent Diſtance ; and appropriates to every 
Lady a ſpacious Verge, ſacred to her ſelf. 
© In the next place, the Compliment, al- 
© lowed in all Times, of comparing a Beau- 
© ty. to. 4 Star, will now . quadrate in every 


« Reſpe&,; when it may properly be ſaid _ 


© of every Fair Female, that ſhe moves in 
© her Orb, and ſhines in her Sphere, in Pro- 
© portion to a Star of the Firſt Magnitude. 

© I might here mention the vaſt Benefit 


the Publick reaps from this Dreſs, and take 


© Notice of the great Number of Hands em- 
« ploy'd in building and repairing theſe beau- 
© tiful 'Edifices; were it not too well known 
©to my Hearers. I cannot, however, pals 
© over in Silence the particular Encourage- 


L : ment: this Mode has given to Whale- 


Fiſhing 


Neue The Faze:THINKER. 321 


e Fiſhing ; no inconſiderable Branch of the Bri- 
© ti} Commerce. | 
© Go on then, Adorable Creatures, to che- 
© riſh and improve an Ornament, every way 
© Praiſe-worthy. Suffer not your ſelves to 
© be perſwaded to your Downfal, by thoſe 
© who would. undermihe. your Main Sup- 
© port; Suſpect the Artifices bf ſuch as would 
© narrow your Foundation; and reſolve to 
© maintain the Eſtabliſhment of your Charms 
© upon a eur W Bottom , to the 
2 Laſt. 


As ſoon as Florio bd finiſhed his De: 
| clamation, a young Damſel of Fifteen made 
Two exorbitant Steps (meaſuring at. each 
the Compaſs of her Hoop) quite a croſs 
the Room; and with her ſlender Fingers ti- 
ed a Gold Cord with two large Toflels of 
Gold to his Sword; a Preſent, it ſeems, 
which the youthful Part of the Aſſembly 
had beſpoke for their Oratour. This Gallans 

performed; Sophronio ſtood up, and mo- 


deſtly bowing, went to the Settee; where; 
ſtanding upon the Floor, he took his Turn 


to d ſpeak, over it 8 as follows. 


a : : G NTLE5 
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-Envrumees and PE, 


Perceive, by the applauding Smiles and 
triumphant Diſplay of the Fans from 

C = gay Side of this Bright Circle , that 
© the Prejudices of Youth will weaken the 
© Force of any Arguments, I may draw from 
© Reaſon to combat the flattering Eloquence 
© of my Antagoniſt, But, when I tura to 
the unbiaſſed Part of my Audience, I doubt 
©not of a favourable Hearing from Them: 
© And I am perſwaded, their Approbation 
(which ever way it Points) will have its 
© proper Influence over the Virgins ; ſince 
© their Modeſty will not ſuffer them to diſ- 
*regard the Judgment of Perſons, whoſe 
« Wiſdom and Experience entitles them to 


© Reſpect. 


© I have always been of Opinion, that the 
Two Principal Articles to be conſulted in 
Dreſs are Conveniency and Ornament; and 
that, in Both, there ſhould be ſome regard 
© had: to Frugality, and an inviolable Adhe- 


© rence to Modeſty ; more eſpecially in the 


Fair Sex. Now, if you will be pleaſed to 
« conſider the Hoop-Petticoat impartially, in 
its moſt Faſhionable. Dimenſions, I fear you 
will 
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« will not find it anſwer to any of theſe 
© Conliderations. . 
Il believe it would puzzle the quickeſt 
a Invention to find out one tolerable Con- 
ͤveniency in theſe Machines. I appeal to 
© the Sincerity of the Ladies, whether they 
* are not a great Incumbrance upon all Oc- 
- caſions (Vanity apart) both at Home and 
Abroad. What 'Skill and Management is 
2 required to reduce one of theſe Circles 
e within the Limits of a Chair, or to find 
« Space for Two in a Chariot? And what 
« Precautions muſt a Modiſh Female take 
even to enter at the Door of a Private 
© Family, without Obſtruction £ Then, a viva- 
cious Damſel cannot turn her ſelf round 
in a Room, a little inconſiderately, with« 
© out overſetting every Thing, like a Whitls 
© wind. Stands and Tea-Tables, Flower- 
© Pots, China Jars and Baſins, innumerable; 
© periſh daily, by this ſpreading Miſchief 5 
* which (like a Comet) ſpares nothing, that 
© comes within its Sweep. 

Neither is this Faſhion more Ornametital, 
© than Conyenient . Nothing can be imagi- 
© ned more unnatural, and conſequently lefs 
© agreeable. When a flender Virgin ftands 
© upon a Baſis ſo exorbitantly wide; ſhe re 

-— A © ſembleg 


' 
| 
| 
| 
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E ſembles a Tunnel; a Figure of no great 
* Elegancy. And I have ſeen many Fine La- 
© dies of a Low Stature, who when they 
© fail in their Hoops about an Apartment, 
© look like little Children in Go-Carts. 
The - manifeſt Profuſeneſs of the Dreſs, 
© makes it needleſs for me to obſerve how 
c little it is calculated to anſwer the Pur- 
« poſes of Frugality ; eſpecially if we conſi- 


© der, that the Luxuries of a Lady generally 
c bear a Proportion to this Circumference 


c of her Garment. Upon this Account the 
« Maſter of a Family, who has Three or Four 
© Hoops to maintain, muſt be a very good 
Husband in other more neceſſary. Articles, 
© or he will be apt to turn a MalecAtent, 
c and think the Additional Burden of Pub- 
© lick Taxes inſup portable. 

II come, in the laſt Place, to ſpeak to the 
£ Modeſty of this Cumberſome, Inelegant, 
« Expenſive Mode. I could eaſily enlarge 
upon this Topick, were it not too delicate 
© a Point before ſuch an Audience. It will 
© be ſufficient only to remind the Aſſembly 


of what the Gentleman, who ſpoke before 


* me, intimated concerning the Viſible Play 
© of the Foot: And I wiſh it could be faid, 
that the watchful — of the Men 


Py © was 


Ne 44 The FREE-THINKER. 325 
© was never gratifyed farther upon certain 
© Occaſions; ſince the modern Petticoat is 
© byt a treacherous Covering to the Unwary. 
© 1 ſee, on my Left Hand, Bluſhes begin to 
* riſe, which are more eloquent, than any 
thing I can ſay, againſt this Abuſe of Cloa- 
thing. From theſe Fair Omens I hope for 
© Succels, 

I have only hinted (without the Var- 
© niſh of Rhetorick) at ſuch plain Argu- 
ments as your own Reflection will readily 
improve to a full Conviction. The Conſe- 
F quence of which will be, the introducing 
* of a more reaſonable Faſhion of Coats; or, 
c atleaſt, the reducing of the Extravagance 

« ofthe Hoop, within the Bounds of De- 
© cency and Moderation. 
No ſooner had Sophronio retired from the 
Settee to his Chair, than a Grave Lady took, 
out of a Corner Cupboard behind her, 'a 
Large, Maſſy Caudle-Cup ; a . . 
Piece of Plate, after the old Engliſh Faſhion : 
and ſhe preſented it in the Name of the 
Matrons to him, as their Acknowledgment 
for the ſignal Services of his Speech. The 
Wit and Vivacity of Florio; and the Good 
. Senſe and Modeſty of Spbronio, Were com- 


mended on both ſides. But when the Two 
X 3 © Gentle- 
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Gentlemen, who did not ſpeak, were de- 
ſired to gather the Votes of the Company, 
the Hoop - Petticoats were approved of, by 
above Two Thirds of the Voices. 


No 45. Monday, Aung. 25. 1718. 


Hoc autem liberioret & ſolutiores ſumns, quod 
integra nobis eſt judicandi poteſtas ; neque, nt 
omnia, que præſcripta & quaſi imperata ſunt, 
defendamus, neceſſitate ulla cogimur. 

Cickx. Ackdem. 


HIS Paper will be a proper Sup- 

= plement to my Firſt, by explain- 
C * bY ing farther the Commendable- 
| EY neſs and: the Neceſſity of Free. 
Thinking. It will conſiſt of a Letter, which 
came to my Hands from the Countrey, above 
Two Months ago. It has paſſed over as 
much Ground as the Poſt-Office can afford 
for Threepence; and, as I gueſs from the 
borrowed Name Icenus at the Bottom, may 
come 
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come out of Suffolk, It is agreed, that this 
County was the Firſt of thoſe formerly 
poſſeſſed by the ſceni: Though Mr. Camden 
includes under that Denomination Swffolk, 
Norfolk, Cambridge and Humingtonſhire. Tu- 
citus ſays, They were a Brave People. Boa- 
dicia, Wife to Praſutagus King of the Iceni, 
ſlew in Fight Eighty Thouſand of the Ro- 
mans and their Allies. My Correſpondent 
ſeems to be a true Deſcendent from theſe 
ancient, ſtout-hearted Britons, He writes with 
a hardy Spirit, and a Freedom of Style, 
equal to his Thought. He is not my Diſ- 
ciple ; but my Fellow-Labourer in the Cauſe 
of Truth; and I am proud of his Aſſiſtance. 


M. FKEE-TRINXXE R, June 14. 1718. 


Ommendation is ever leaſt acceptable, 
c when it is moſt deſerved: I will not 
therefore diſapprove my ſelf to you, by 
* ſaying any thing in Praiſe of your paſt La- 
© bours: Though at the ſame time I can- 
© not forbear, as a Briton and a Man, diſ- 

© charging my Heart of the Approbation, 

© which is due to the Generous Task yeu 
© have undertaken. What can be Nobler, 
© than to vindicate the Liberty of the Mind, 
and to exhort your Countreymen to ſtrike 

p & PR. - 
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© off thoſe Shackles of the Underſtanding, 
© which Intereſt, Authority, Example and Pre- 
© ſcription, have clapped upon it? Truth has 
© long been kept under Hatches by theſę 
: « Tyrants, and dares not ſhew her Hea 
* without the Protection of a Reſolute Phi- 
* loſopher: Or rather, ſhe has been obliged 
to ſeek for Refuge in the Bottom of a 
© deep Well, from whence we hope you will 
© be able to force her up, into the Light, by 
proper Engines. 
Every Perſon, who ſcorns to wear the 
< * Livery of another's Underſtanding, ought 
to come in to you, to make up a Poſſe in 
© Defence of a Liberty, which concerns us 
© moſt nearly, and to which we have afl in- 
© diſputable Right, as Men. Freedom of 
. Thought is our diſtinguiſhing Prerogative ; 
© and when by Reſtraints of any kind, which are 
© not warranted by Reafon, our Thoughts are 
© compelled to move in a limited, preſcribed 
Tract, They degenerate into Inſtinct; by ſo 
© much below that of Brutes, as the Impoſi - 
« tions of Men are inferiour to the Determina- 
© tions of Nature. Free-thinking breaks no 
© Bones, and Private Opinions deſtroy no Pro- 
© perty, ſo long as the Magiſtrate is watch- 


© ful over our Actions. If every Man's Houſe 
1 
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© be eſteemed his Caſtle, and a Place of 
© Safety for his Perſon; much more ought 
© his Boſom to be-accounted inviolable, and his 
private Reaſonings uncontroulable by any 
Authority, except his own Judgment. And, 
© though the blind Man ſhould chooſe one, 
* who ſees, to lead him; yet, no Man ſhould 
© ſhut his Eyes, out of a Wilfulneſs to 
© be led: Neither ſhould any one impoſe 
© himſelf for a Guide upon Another, who 
from common Experience finds his Eye- 
« {i ght anſwerable to the neceſſary Purpoſes 
© of Life; ; though perhaps he cannot ſee fo 
e far into a Refinement, as his Neighbour. 
Knowledge is the Food of the Mind; 
7 and when its Growth is not free and na- 
etural, the Nouriſhment it affords will be 
« little better than Poiſon ; the Soul, that is 
« dieted with it, will prove a meagre Starve- 
c ling: If we are not allowed to have it 
pure and unadulterated, we ſhall dwindle 
into 3 Race of mean Spirits, Dwarkiſh Ca- 
c pacities, unequal to any great Undertaking, 
© and incapable of a generous Intention. When 
© Men are ſtinted in their Notions, and tyed 
© down to à Set of Opinions, let them turn 
© their Heads to what they will, their Sen- 


* timents will be Iifcoloured with their Fa- 
© yourite 


„ 
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_ vourite Schemes; let their Thoughts flow 
c never ſo abundantly, they will be tinctured 
e with the Mineral they paſs through; and let 
© them fatigue themſelves never ſo much, 
© and keep in a continual Motion, they can- 
© not get out of the Wheel of their Preju- 
© dicess Whether they fit down to reaſon, 
© or to invent, they treat every Thought in 
© its Birth, as the mercileſs Tyrant did the 
Bodies of ſuch as he could get into his 
© Power: He was for reducing every Man to 
© a Standard, by ſtretching the Joynts of thoſe 
© he found ſhorter than his Iron Bed, and 
© chopping off the Feet or Legs of thoſe, 
© whoſe Stature exceeded his Meafure. Thus 
© the Schemes and Hypotheſes, which Peo- 
© ple are ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed with, are as 
© it were a Bed of Iron, upon which they 
© torture every Thought, till by disjoynting 
© one, and mutilating another, they bring their 
* Conceptions to paſs Muſter; after which 
© they turn them out into the World ; and 
© (to carry on the Alluſion) they are admi- 
© red by the Favourers of the Prevailing Hy- 
© potheſis, for the Beauty, the Strength and 
* Proportion of their Parts. 
© Every Man of a Liberal Education ſhould 
be aſhamed to live without Knowledge of 


© him- 
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* himſelf. He ought to enquire into what 

© paſſes within his own Breaſt, and examine 
© with what Degrees of Ailent he entertains 
© his ſeveral Opinions; and if his Convic- 
tion be more or leſs than the Evidence 
© of the Propoſition, it is a certain Sign he 
© does not reaſon freely: Some Prejudice 
* puts down one, or lifes up the other Scale; 
and the Ballance is not ſuffered to play 
c of it ſelf. Implicit Aſſent, and Abſolute 
Authority from Man to Man, in the Search 
© after Truth, is as abſurd, as it would be for 
© a Prince to ſend out a Mariner to make 
© Diſcoveries round the World, with ſtrict 
Orders to fail full North; never to turn 
© towards the Eaſt or the Weſt; and to be- 
c ware of the Danger of conſulting the Com- 
© paſs. 

© The Reſigning of our Judgment to others, 
© either voluntarily or upon unwarrantable 
© Grounds, is not .only a Diſhonour to our 
© Nature, but a Diſſervice to the Publick. 
© Every Community muſt ſuffer, that autho- 
© rizes or encourages Reſtraints upon the 
Opinions of Men. When the Authority of 
the Magiſtrate, or the Influence. of any Bo- 
dy of Men, ſhall make it requiſite for Peo- 
c ple to Aſſent OT to Facts or * 

0 


——œ D — — — 


332 The FxEe-THiNKER. Ne 45 
© of which they have no thorough Convic- 
© tion, and without the Belief of which they 
© may be not only good Subjects, but Chriſ- 
© tians; Ignorance and Slavery muſt be the 
© Portion of thoſe People, and the Inheri- 
© tance of their Poſterity. We had 'not to 
© this Day known any thing of the Indies, 
© if every Prince had made it a capital Crime, 
© as a Pope made it a damnable Sin, to ſay 
© the Earth was Round. Therefore to eſta- 
© bliſh uſeleſs Speculations by Law, whether 
* True or Falſe, and to annex either Hang- 
©ing or Damnation to them, is not only a 
© Weakneſs, but an Impiety, in a Govern- 
© ment. It is aſſuming a Power to Coin and 
© Stamp Truths for the World. Whereas 
© Truth is invariable by its Nature, and 
© placed from Eternity out of the Power of 
Man; It is unalterable ; like the Law of 
© the Medes and Perſians, not to be reverſed 
© by Human Authority ; neither does it ſtand 
© in Need of being defended by It. 


IcENUS. 
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N*46. Friday, Aug. 29. 118 


Felices animos, quibus hæc cognoſcere ind, 
Inque domos ſuperas ſcandere cura fuit ! 
Ov. Faſt. 


— 


SL > HERE is an Entertainment pre- 
Qs pared, againſt Night, for the Whole 
109 Town: And I ſend this Paper 
about to the Ladies, in particu- 
= to invite Them to it. I leave it to 
Them to lay their Commands upon their 
ſeveral Admirers to attend them by Six in 
the Evening, to explain the Repreſentation 
to them; and I adviſe them to diſcard every 
Lover, who cannot anſwer their Queſtions. 

I hope None of my Fair ' Diſciples will 
let ſlip the Opportunity of ſeeing a Specta- 
cle, which will put them to neither Trou- 
ble nor Expence, and (if the Air proves fa- 
vourable) will be infinitely beyond any of 
the Amuſements, they ſubſcribe to, ſo libe- 
rally. 
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tally. Alas, what is a Play, an Opera, a 
Maſquerade, an Ambaſladour's Entry, when 
any of them ſtand in Competition with a 
Comet, an Eclipſe, or any other Extraordi- 
nay Piece of Sky-Scenary, which from time 
to time ſhall be preſented to our Admi- 
ration ! 

In the mean While, it ſhall be my Bu- 
ſineſs this Morning, to free the Sex from the 
idle Fears and Apprehend ions, They are lia- 
ble to, upon uncommon Occurrences in the 
Worlds above us; that they may look with 
Satisfaction and Boldneſs, to Night, upon a 
Total Eclipſe of the Moon; as likewiſe upon 

every future Variation, that ſhall happe 
amongſt the Stars and Planets. A little Pe. 
paration of Philoſophy, drawn from Com- 
mon Senſe, will fortify their Spirits, more 
than any Cordial, they can have Recourſe 
to, in their Cloſets. 

Firſt then; I think it proper to inform the 
Ladies, that the Moon is a Dark Body, much 
like the Earth; but not half fo Big: That 
the Increaſing and Decreaſing Light ſhe gives 
us at ſtated Times, is only a Reflection of 
the Light of the Sun: And that ſometimes 
the Earth happens to intercept the Sun-ſhine 
from the Moon for a ſhort Space, either Whol- 


ly 
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ly or in Part; during which Time we ſay, 
that the Moon is Totally or Partly Eclip- 
ſed, or in other Words, ſhadowed by the 
Farth. This Conjuncture, whenever it falls 
out, is no more contrary to the Courſe of 
Nature, than if a thick Cloud hid the Moon- 
ſhine from us; neither does it in any wiſe 
prognoſticate either Good or Evil to Nati- 
ons, to Princes, or to private Perſons. The 
Darkneſs proceeding from an Eclipſe is leſs 
Frequent, but not more Ominous than a 
Darkneſs occaſioned by a Cloud. 

In the next Place, I ſhall obſerve, That 
the Fears of Women (as likewiſe of Men 
wholly unacquainted with Aſtronomy) upon 
theſe Occaſions, proceed intirely from their 
Ignorance: And the Men of Skill look up- 
on theſe Events with Abſolute Unconcer- 
nedneſs of Mind, not from their Courage, 
but from their Knowledge. Whereas, were 
there any Danger, their Studies would ren- 
der them more Conſcious, and conſequently 
more Apprehenſive, of the Miſchief. 

Laſtly ; We have ſeen, within theſe Three 
Years, ſeveral remarkable Lights in the Air; 
One very Extraordinary and Total Eclipſe 
of the Sun; and are this Night to ſee he 


Silver Li gt of the Moon ſtained as it were 
with 
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with Blood, and wholly overſhadowed by 
the Earth: And yet the Courſe of Nature 
and our Political Concerns go on, as they 
went Before: the Seaſons of the Year con- 
tinue their uſual Viciſſitude; the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion remains in full Force; and Great- 
Britain maintains her Ancient Dominion over 
the Sea. | 
It is the Prerogative of Great Philoſophers 
to be exempted from the Fears and Sur- 
miſes of the Vulgar. They can behold the 
uncommon Operations of Nature, unmoved 
by any other Paſſion but Admiration. To 
the common Herd of Mankind, evety Part 
of the Creation is full of Terrours. Whole 
Nations have been alarmed by the Over- 
flowing of a River, the Flight of Birds, or 
the Appearance of a Whale. The Earth, 
the Sea, the Air, abound in Portents and 
Prodigies to the Superſtitious : But above all, 
Eclipſes and Comets do aſſail the Hearts of 
the Ignorant with ſuch a Panick Dread, as 
quite overcomes the Force of Reaſon; un- 
leſs Care be taken by ſuch Knowing Per- 
ſons as they have a Confidence in, to fore- 
arm them with Arguments ſuited to theit 
Comprehenſion. 


The 
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The poor Indians ate always in the greateſt 
Conſternation, when any thing extraordinary 
happens to the Sun or the Moon. Columbus, 
therefore, owed his Preſervation to the Igno- 
rance of the People of Jamaica: When he 
ſaw they began to deſert him, he artfully de- 
nounced the Anger of God agaiiiſt them; ad- 
ding, that within Two Days they ſhould ſee 
a manifeſt Token of the Divine Diſpleaſure, 
by a Darkneſs over the Light of the Moon + 
This happening accordingly, they were redu- 
ted by their Fears to adhere firmly to hini, 
as a peculiar Favourite of Heaven. : 

In the Year 1706, the Frejich and Spaniards 
gave us a happy Inſtance of their Ignorance 
and Superſtition. Ah Eclipſe of the Sum fal- 
ling upon the Day that bur Troops landed 
to relieve Barcelona, our Enemies retired it) 
great Confuſion ; taking it fot an ill Omen, to 

ſee the Sun darkened on a ſudden; eſpecially, 
conſidering the French King's Device was 4 
Riſing Sun. = i 

Six Yeats hence we ate to have atiothet To- 
tal Eclipſe of the Sun, as Remarkable, and as 
Innocent as the Laſt ; at which Period, 1 hope 
to meet my Female Pupils at Salirbury ; Where 
it will be ſeen in Perfection. In the meati 
Time, to raiſe their Curioſity, 1 ſhall tow 

Y | gte 
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give them as natural a Repreſentation of it, 
as I can figure out in Words. 
When the dark Body of the Moon ſhall 
have performed its Progreſs ſo far, as to place 
itſelf direaly between us and the Sun, and 
the Rays of Light ſhall be in a Manner whol- 
ly intercepted ; there will be ſuch an univerſat 
and ſolemn Gloom ſpread over the Heavens 
and the Earth, as ſhall ſtrike the Eye of the 
Beholder with a pleaſing Dread. Thereupon, 
the Stars will begin to appear: The Winds 
will ceaſe to blow. I ſee the Clouds becalm- 
ed; and perceive a dead Stillneſs in the Air. 
The Fields, the Floods, . the Foreſts, and the 
Mountains, look like a Night-Piece, imaged 
out by ſome Being of a ſuperiour Skill in 
Painting. The Source of Heat, as well as 
Light, is ſhut up; and my Spirits are ſeized 
with Chilneſs. The Hare haſtens to the Thic- 
ket; the Deer ſeeks the Covert; and the 
Courage of the War-Horfe quails, a midſt the 
Paſture. I ſee the Wild Beaſts come out, to 
ſeek their Prey ; the Ravens urge their Flighe 
to their Neſts; the Bats skim through the 
Dusk ; and I hear the Cry of the Owl. The 
Flowers of the Field fold up their Leaves ; 
and the pale Light of the Glow-worm ap- 
pears. Such will the Effects be of that ſhort 
. Interval 
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Interval of Darkneſs, that Momentary Night- 
in full Day; till the Light breaks forth again, 
and reſtores Gladneſs to the Whole Creation. 
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Nec aliud quicſuam per Fabellas queritur, 
Ouam corrigatur Error ut mortalium. Pap. 


rr I entered upon the Task 


08 of Fee-Thinking, in Order to ex- 
ol ns bet tricate my Countteymen out of the 
RSA Depths of Falſe Learning, the La- 
byrinths of Sophiſtry, and the Enchantment of 
Vulgar Prejudices, and to lead them in the 
plain, open Paths of Common Senſe; I con- 
ſidered the ſeveral Methods practiced by the 
Great Philoſophers of Old, as well as by the 
Moderns, for the Benefit of the different Ages, 
wherein they flourihed. When 1 ſumm up 
this Conſideration, 1 find that Mankind has 
been inſtructed by Hieroglyphicks, by Allego- 
ries, by Fables, by Compariſons, by Enigma- 
tical Sayings, by Proverbs, and by Precepts: 
Y 2 Every 


= 
J 
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Every One of which have contributed to make 
Knowledge and Wiſdom ſpread ee the 
People. 

Upon the Whole, it may be 3 
that there are Two General Methods of In- 
ſtruction; the One Oblique, and the other 
Direct. The Sages of the greateſt Antiquity 
dealt almoſt wholly in the Firſt; the more 
Modern, in the Second; and They of the Mid- 
dle Age, in Both: ' Whoſe Example I endea- 
vour to follow; fi ince, I believe, It will beſt 
anſwer my Purpoſes. 

The Eaſtern Nations, who have a ſurprizing 
Force, and often a Wildneſs, of Imagination, 
were.to be allured to Wiſdom by Types and 
Symbols, by Alluſions and dark Sayings : 
Whereas, our Manner of Thinking is more 
Moderate, like the Temperature of our Cli- 
mate; neither ſo Cold, as not to be delighted 
with Apologues and Similitudes; nor yet fo 
Over-heated, as to reject dry Precepts. 
Every diſingenuous Artifice is put in Pra- 
Rice in Favour of Vice and Errour ; therefore, 
no honeſt Art ſhould be neglected to recom- 

mend Truth and Vertue. Let Them, there- 
fore, when it is proper, come-armed with the 
Power of Reaſon, and force their Way by 
the Dint of Demonſtration : At other Times, 
let 
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let Them proceed by Inſinuation, and gain 
Admittance under the Diſguiſe of a Fable, or 
an Allegory. I know it is a received Maxim 
amongſt the Logicians, That Illuſtrations and- 
Compariſons ſhould never be admitted for 
Arguments: Which, ſtrictly ſpeaking, muſt 
be granted. Allegories, Fables, Alluſions, 
and Similitudes, do not, properly ſpeaking, 
prove any thing: But, when juſtly invented, 
they oſten ſet the Truth in ſo clear a Light, 
as to make it ſtand in no Need of any farther 
Proof. In intricate Arguments, more eſpe- 
cially, theſe Helps of Invention do very much 
facilitate them to the Underſtandings of Per- 
ſons, unaccuſtomed to an abſtracted Method 

of Reaſoning: As the compleat Model of a 
Building will give an unskilful Man a diſtin& 
Notion of it; which is not neceſlary to ex- 
plain it to a good Architect, who will be able 
to comprehend all the Contrivance and Pro- 
portions, by Lines and Numbers. | 
When, in the Progreſs of my Lectures, I 
come to treat of the different Styles and Man- 
ners of Writing, I ſhall enter particularly in- 
to the General Notions, I have here advan- 

ced: What I have now ſaid being only in- 

tended as a Notice to my Diſciples, that 1 
often induſtriouſly avoid Argumentation upon 
Y 3 very 

- 
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very importagt Subjects: And ſometimes I 
melt down Syllogiſms, and coin them into 
Allegory and Metaphor, to make them paſs 
Current with my Countreymen. In the mean 
Time, as the Eaſtern Nations are to this w 
the greateſt Dealers in Fable and Allegory, I 
Mall entertain my Readers with Two or 
Three ſhort Specimens of their Genius, out of 
a Mahometan Arabian Writer; whoſe Book 
contains ſeveral Particulars of the Egyptian 
Hiſtory, according to the Opinions and Tra- 
ditions of the Arabians. 

*Wuzx Noah firſt opened the Ark by 
© God's Command, he let out the Raven to 
« bring Intelligence of the Decreaſe of the Wa- 
c ters. The Raven went out, and never re- 
< turned ; but ſtay'd to prey upon the Car- 
© rions of the Dead. Whereupon, Noah made 
© Imprecations againſt her, that ſhe might ne- 
ver be a Domeſtick Bird; but live a Vaga- 
© bond, and feed upon Carkafles. Afterwards, 
© he let out the Dove: She ſoon returned 
© with her Feet dyed by the Slime of the 
Earth, which the Sun had now heated; and 
her Feet have continued Red from that 
Time. Wherefore, Noah prayed to God to 

© preſerve her Swiſtneſs, and that ſhe mighe 


c become a Domeſtick Bird, and beloved of 
Men. 


* 
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Men. He likewiſe prayed, that the ight 
* have Patience to Eo the Loſs of ber Yam 
< Ones; and he gave her his BenediQtion. 
l They ſay, the Perſons, who were in the 
, Ark, elſe Noah to have it cleanſed; ; which 
p obliged him to give the Elephant 2 Cuff un- 
< der the Ear; whereupon the Elephant ſhee- 
* zed, and caſt out a Hog to cleanſe the Ark, 
£ * They lay likewiſe, that the Rats growing 
ech menus and troubleſome, Noah gave 
© a Blyw under the Ear to the Lyon; who 
* ſneezed out a Cat to deſtroy the Rats. 
Others ſay, Thele. INF Fe meer Fiction, 
0 17 nat neceſſary to be he 
* AN Abridgement of — is Gid of Pha: 
an, and bow God deſtroyed. him by the De- 
c — of his Divine Will. Pharao, King of 
Egypt, was à Dwarf, but ſeven Spans highs 
Others ſay, 2 was Three Cubirs in Stature; 
* and that his Beard was Two Cubits. long; 
© ſo that when he ſate, one Cubit af it lay on 
© the Ground, before him. He twiſted up his 
© Muſtachoes, and turned them behind his Ears, 
© Others affirm, he had a large, fleſhy Face; 
* and that he was of the Race of the Anale. 
* kites.” After this my Authour goes on with 
an Account of ſome Particulars, imitated 


from the Scri ene, of Pharaos 8 * 
Y 4 an 


* 
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and Obſtinacy ; and concludes with the fol- 
lowing Story, which is after the Eaſtern 
r. 

*<Wazn Pharao had prayed to God to 
* cauſo the Nile to flow, to appeaſe the Mur- 
© myrings of the People, and it lowed accor- 
© dingly ; he took the Glory of it to Himſelf. 
© But, as he returned to his Caſtle, Gabriel 
© met him-in the Way, under the Diſguiſe of 
© a Shepherd; and laying hold on the Bridle 
© of his Mule, faid to him: © Great King, do 
« me Juſtice againſt my Servant. What has thy 
« Servant done ta thee ? Said Pharao. I have 
&« a Servant ( replied Gabriel!) to whom I 
« have been liberal of mY Kindneſſes and Fa- 
&* vours, and yet he perſecutes me, and thoſe 
& whom I love; and abliges thoſe whom I 
« hate; He is rebellious. af! diſobedient to 
* my Commands; he does not acknowledge 
<« the Good I have done him; and is forgetfull | 
« of me, ſo far, as to ſay, * knows not who 
« Iam, A very wicked Servant; ſaid Pharao. 
« If you bring him to me, I will haye him 
« Sanding in the Red Sea; "and ſhall not con- 
« tent myſelf for his Puniſhment with the 
« Water a5 the Nile, which is ſweet and plea- 
« fant, Great King, ( replied Gabriel) let me 
* have a Decree written to this Purpoſe, that 


where- 
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* where-ever I ſhall find him, I may puniſh 
© him according to it. Pharao, thereupon 
© cauſed to be written the Condemnation o 
© a Servant rebellious to his Maſter, who loves 
* his Enemies, and perſecutes his Friends ; 
© who diſobeys and ill-treats him, who is un- 
© grateful, and acknowledges not the Kind- 
© neſſes he hath received of him; ſaying, he 
© knows not who he is; and ordered. that be 
© ſhould be drowned in the Red Sea, - & Great 
« King, ( ſaid Gabriel) be pleaſed' to ſign this 
“ Decree. 'Pharao ſigned it, and ſealed it 
with his own Seal, and put it into the Hands 
© of the Shepherd. Gubriel took it, and kept 
© it as long as God commanded him. When 
© the Day of Submerſion was come, Pharao be- 
© ing juſt upon the Point of drowning ; (God 
© having delivered: Moſes and his People from 
© the Waves, and having opened to them a 
© Paſſage through the Sea, ) Gabriel came to 
him with that Decree. What is this, ſays 
Pharao? Open it, ſays Gabriel, and read 
© what it contains.” Pharao opened it, and 
© read it, and remembred it, © You are (faid +» 
Gabriel to him) the Servant, whom this De- 
< cree mentions ; and ſee, here, what you have 


hy decreed againſt * 


Friday, 
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Opid eſt enim Timeritate "oY ? 22 mw 
tam temerarium, tamque indignum ſapientis gra- 
vitate atque conſtantia, quam aut falſum ſentire, 
aut quod nan ſatis explorate perceptum ſt a 


nitum, fine ulla Dubitatiane defendere ? 
| Sees un Dons 
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2 — FT ER the Example of the Good 
| Ge Soil with great Diligence, before 
OF he ventures to ſow his Grain; I 
A _ my utmoſt Care to conne a 
ſhort Set of Prefatory Lectures for the Uſe 
of my Diſciples, to fit the Mind for the Re- 
ception of ſound Knowledge, and to place 
the Soul in its natural Situation, by endea- 


vouring to, incline the Heart to a Love of 
Truth and Sincerity, and to give it an Aver- 
ſion to Errour and Falſhood. I ſhall now, 
therefore, take it for granted, that my Reader 
deſires 
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deſires 


nothing more, than to be freed from, 
the falſe Opinions, which prevail in the World, 
— — 5 the Pre- 
judices of the Unwary, and the Artifices of 
deſigning Men; that he may be ſatisfied of 
the Reaſonableneſs and Ceri of of his No- 
tions; and conſequently know what Opinions 
to receive, and what to reject. 

The firſt Step then, towards acquiring this 
Kind of Knowledge, is to accuſtom ourſelves 
to a Habit of Dowbting; ſince all Reaſoning 
proceeds from this Operation of the Mind; as 
all Prudence grows out of Caution and Cir- 
cumſpection. He, that never Doubts; will as 
naturally fall into frequent Errours,. as the 
Man, who acts without Precaution, will of- 
ten run into wrong Meaſures. 

Our Prejudices, and our Errours, muſt be 
very Numerous, fince the Generality of the 
Opinions, we embrace, are not the Reſult of 
a Rational Enquiry ; but received upon the 
Authority. of our Countrey, our Parents, our 
Teachers, our Acquaintance, and fuch Perſons 
as we admire ; or, they are owing to our Paſ- 
ſions, or Intereſt; or laſtly, they are approved 
for 1 — Witty, or Bold; and oſten for be- 
ing Singular and Diſtinguiſhing. And when 
we do — what is * True, it is oſtener 

| 2 
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owing to Chance, than to our Knowledge of 
the ſolid Foundation, on which it is built. 

In ſuch a confuſed, unſelected Multitude of 
Opinions, if we deſire to ſeparate the Good 
from the Bad, it will be neceſſary to winnow 
our Store ; and ſeverely to — whether 
many which we eſterm to be True, 
may not be found Falſe, upon a Scrutiny. 

In order to ſuch an Examination, we muſt 
be contented to look upon our whole Pro- 
viſion of Opinions as Dubious, with Reſpe& to 
ourſelves; whatever they may prove to be in 
the Iſſue, upon an impartial and ſtrict Review 1 
That is, we are not to admit any Notion as 
True, till we have conſidered the Reaſons 
whereon it is grounded, and find them a ſuffi- 
cient Eſtabliſhment for it. -Without this Uni- 
verſal Impartiality, we may eaſily let ſeveral 
groſs Errours eſcape our Notice, and cheriſh 
them warmly for Truths, to the great Detri- 
ment of ourſelves and others. 

This Prudential, Equitable Method of pro- 5 
ceeding in our Search after Knowledge, is by 
Deſcartes called Doulting of Every thing; and is 
recommended by 5 as the Firſt neceſſary 
and uſeful Step, which ought to be taken, in 
order to come at Certainty. And He very 


juſtly 2 a great Streſs upon it; becauſe it is 
requi- 
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requiſite, in Examining into every Propoſition, 
to endeavour to have as little Propenſion to 
either Side of the Queſtion, a8 if it were ſome 
New Matter propoſed to us; or ſome Old 
Notion, with ſuch equal Reaſons on either 
Hand, as at firſt leave the Mind in a perfect 
State of Neutrality ; not knowing which Way 
to determine its Judgment. This is ſuch an 
Indifferency in the Mind, as leaves it wholly 
free; having not the leaſt Concern on which 
Side the Truth may lie; with a Readineſs to 
embrace It on Either Side. And, without this 
Equitable Temper, it will not be eaſy to diſ- 
cern the Truth, when it lies before us. 

Notwithſtanding what has been ſaid * 
are not to think, that Any One ſhould, or in- 
deed that he can, actually doubt of the Truth 
of every Propoſition, he may have treaſured in 
his Mind. Common Senſe will not permit us 
to doubt, Whether Two and Two make 
Four; and whether the Whole of any Thing 
is Bigger than any One of the Parts. But a 
Lover of Truth will ſearch into the Bottom 
of Things, with as much Diligence and Ex- 
actneſs, as if he doubted of them, before he 
pronounces them to be Certain and Indiſpu- 
table. Therefore, an honeſt Man ſhould la- 


bour more eſpecially to acquire this Habit of 
| * 
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Philoſophical Donbring, where he has moſt Rea- 
fon to apprehend the Weight of ſome Preju- 
dice, either for or againſt any one of his 
Opinions. 3 
_ Neither is a Perſon, who proceeds by this 
Philoſophical Doubting in his Enquiries after 
Truth, to look upon himſelf as wholly diſ- 
engaged from all his former Principles and 
Rules of Action, till fuch Time as he ſhall be 
able to determine their Truth or Falſhood in 
a poſitive Manner: But he muſt, at leaſt in 
the Imttrim, govern himſelf by then, as pro- 
bable Rules of Action, till he has an Oppor- 
tunity to be informed more fully of their Rea- 

ſonableneſs. For, he is not in the Caſe of one, 
who is perplexed with a Doubting Conſcience; 
and has no real Perſwaſion to determine him 
in the Practice of his Duty; but actually be- 
lieves his own Rules to be juſtifiable for the 
preſent; though, in order to examine more 
thoroughly into their Certainty, he reſolves 
to make his Enquiries as freely, as if he very 
much doubted of them. | 

But, as even this Philoſophical Doubting is 
an unealy State of Mind to a Man, who 
ſuſpects that the greateſt Part of what he has 
all along eſteemed to be Knowledge, may up- 
on Trial prove downright Ignorance; and is 
N therefore 
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therefore jealous, that if he perſiſts to conduct 
himſelf by it, his Life ma be one continued 
Dream of Folly; ſo that he cannot act with 
Courage or Comfort : A Wiſe Man ſhould, 
as ſoon as he can, get out of this Comfort- 
leſs, Unſettled Condition, by puſhing on his 
Enquiries, till he comes to ſome fixt and cer- 
tain Principles, from which he may-draw evi- 
dent Conchiſions for his Conduct, upon all 
Occaſions. This ought Flrſt to be done, in 
Caſes every Day occurring; as in what relates 
to the Principles, by which Life is to be con- 
_ ducted, and Society to be preſerved. In o- 
ther Concerns, we are to give Preference to 
our Diſquifitions, either according to the Va- 
lue of the Things themſelves; or as they re- 
late immediately to our particular Profeſſion ; 
or as they conduce to make us Maſters of any 
Science, we deſire to be perfect in, for our 
ne „ 
It is Tikewiſe proper, I Thould here advife 
my Diſciples, to purſue ſtrict Science, where 
Demonſtration can be had: To content Them- 
ſelves with a Probable Perſwaſion, where only 
Probable Arguments are to be expected: And 
wholly to refuſe their Aſſent, when their Opi- 
nions muſt rather be owing to Chance, than to 
Conviction. n 3 
0 
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., To this Philoſophical Doubting, there are 
Two very oppoſite Extreams. | 
The One is an Obſtinacy or Perverſe- 
neſs of Mind, in adhering to whatever we 
have once given our Aſſent, without ever con- 
ſidering whether we had ſufficient Reaſons for 
that Aſſent; without having Patience to hear 
any Thing, that may be urged againſt out 
Opinions; and with an unmanly Dread of let. 
ting any New Light into our Underſtanding, 
leſt we ſhould perceive more dark Corners in 
our Soul, than we ſhould be willing to ac- 
knowledge. | | 
The Other is a State of Scepticiſm ; when a 
Man, upon Pretence of the many Errours ſtir- 
ring in the World, and the great Difficulty of 
diſintangling the Truth from the Intricacy of 
ſo many perplexed and oppoſite Opinions, 
{hall fit down with a Total Neglect of Rea- 
ſon, and a Contempt of Knowledge, in ati 
Affected Doubting : I call it ſo; becauſe, a- 
mongſt thoſe Perſons who have given them- 
ſelves this Air of Superiour Wiſdom, there 
have, not appeared any thorough-paced Scep- 
ticks; none, who pretended to doubt of .the 
Truths of Mathematicks ; or who looked on 
all Things ſo equally probable, as not to 
make Uſe of their Senſes (like other Peo- 


le) 
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ple) for the Preſervation of 'themſelyes, and 


of the Maxims of Common Prudence, in Con- 
d their Affairs. | 
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His Thought pers all my Fanal Wi "ay 
. through my Very Frowns diſcovers Smiles.” 
Ano NYM. 


Two eng Epiſtles, how long 
. 1 they have lain by me, before 1 

could find a proper 9 
to throw them into a Paper. 


Tv the FREE-THINKER; | 


5 I R, | 175 June 16. road; 


VER ſince your Appearance about tlie 
Town, my Spirits have been in a ſtrange 
© Flutter : For, immediately I gueſſed what 
© your Free-Thinking would come to. All 

L © our 


* 
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c our little Indiſcretions, it ſeems, are once 
© more to be blabbed, and expoſed to the 
© Publick in their moſt aggravating Circum- 
© ſtances. One would think, the Sex had al- 
© ready ſuffered ſufficiently from the Sauci- 
© neſs of your Predeceſſours. For my Part, 
J begin to be afraid of making a Viſit; 
© leaſt I hould meet with your hideous Pa- 
c per in the Room, and there find my ſelf 
© painted (under a feigned Name) too much 
c to the Life, to eſcape the Notice of the 
© Malicious. Thoſe impudent Creatures, the 
© Men, may be able to brazen out the Shocks, 
you frequently give Them: But, conſider 
© what Confuſion it muſt raiſe in a Conſci- 
c ous Female, when the Eyes of a Circle are 
c at once directed upon her. A very flen- 
c der Hint is ſufficient to ſet the Ill-natured 
c World upon making Applications. The 
© cenſorious Prude will immediately run over 
call the Toaſts, when you are upon the 
© Topick of a Coquette, or an Innocent, Fro- 
© lickſome, young Thing. Keep, therefore, 
© within the Boundaries of Philoſophy, I be- 
© ſeech you, for the future; and Tutour your 
© own Sex: But, let not your Imagination 
« wanton upon the Ladies, as you value the 
«© Smiles and dread the Diſpleaſure of Per- 
6 < ſons, 
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c ſons, who have a greater Share of Paſſion 
and Reſentment, than you can have of Phi- 
© loſophy. If you are Wiſe, you will make 
© a right Uſe of this Friendly N from 
One, who is not 


Tour Admixer, 
FuklosA FIAT. 


A R peeviſh Letter has diverted 
| me; and the more, becauſe I can ſee, 
© your Anger is Counterfeit, and has given 
© you as little Pain, as it gives me. I know 
© the Sex too well, not to underſtand their 
© Pettith Arts, and their Termegant Fetches, - 
<] perceive the Drift of your diſſembled 
© Rage is to draw me into a Correſpondence ; 
© which I am willing to encourage. You 
© ſhall be angry as often as you pleaſe ; 
c and I ſhall treat your Pretty Sallies with 
© Indulgence. 
Lou may be aſſured, the Free-Thinker is 
© not an Old, Teſty Fellow ; no Muſty Philo- 
* ſopher, nor a Woman-Hater, It is requi- 


Z 2 © fits 
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< ſite he ſhould be in the full Vigour of his 
© Underſtanding ; and conſequently, of an Age 
© not inſenſible to the Charms of Beauty; nor 
c of a Temper to undervalue the Diſplea- 
© ſure, or ſlight the Favour, of the Fair Sex. 
© Did I not admire the Ladies, I ſhould not 
© take them under my Care: The Lapida- 
© ry always beſtows his Pains to poliſh and 
© wear out every little Flaw and Blemiſh in a 
© Jewel, in Proportion to the Price he ſets upon 
© it. I ſhall, therefore, go on to prune the Luxu- 
© rjancies of the Ladies, and clip their little 
_ © Extravagancies into Shape, to render them 
* more Lovely. Beſides ; I know, it will be 
© impoſſible to bring the Men to their Senſes, 
© till Wiſdom becomes ſomewhat Faſhiona- 
© ble amongſt the Women. For which Rea- 
© ſon, it will be my Buſineſs to animadvert 
* equally upon the Conduct of Both Sexes, 
© to bring them to Tally the better in Love, 
© as well as in the Amuſements and the Con- 
© cerns of Life. As for the Generality of 
© my Lectures, which more immediately re- 
© gard the Females, I will venture to recom- 
© mend them as a Beautifying Waſh, that not 
© only preſerves, but wonderfully improves, 
© the Complexion of the Mind; and may be 

© lately 
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« ſafely uſed by Perſons of every Age and 
7 Condition. 


am, M A D AM, 
Vur Admirer, 


The FREE-T HINKER. 


Havifc acquitted my ſelf to Mrs. Flirt, 
with the Gallantry of a Philoſopher, I am 
not ſorry, that I happen at preſent to be fur- 
niſned with ſome Materials to teize her 
afreſh, and provoke her to put on her en- 
gaging, frumpiſh Airs again. If my Intel- 
ligencies prove true, the Two Pieces 
of Oratory, lately publiſhed, have had 
a conſiderable Influence upon ſeveral Per- 
ſons of different Profeſſions, who have 
their reſpective Hopes and Fears with Re- 
lation to the Hoop- Petticoat. Thoſe In- 
formations, I thought worth remembring, 
I ſhall communicate as freely, as I received 


tu 
The Box-Keepers of the Play-Houſe in 


Drury-Lane, and the Pew-Keepers in the 


* No 4 
4 2 3 Churches 


358 The FREE-THINKER. Ne 49 
Churches of London and Weſtminſter, obſer- 


ving how much their Audiences are thin- 
ned ſince the Enlargement of the Hoop; 
intend (I am told) to ſend a Deputation to 
thank me for my Services, and to aſſure me, 
their Doors ſhall be always open to me 


Gratis. 
It is ſaid, that the Makers of theſe 3 


are in Fee with the China- Shops, not to 
bate an Inch of Circumference, and for the 
future to build none but Firſt-Rate Coats; 
and, that they are now trying to draw the 
Glaſs- Shops and the Cabinet- makers, into 
the Alliance. And, becauſe it often hap- 
pens, that a Lady, when ſhe is in haſte to 
go out, finds a Bone broken, or diſlocated, 
or a Hoop burſt; and then, frets at the Fa- 
ſhion: It is agreed, that a convenient Num- 
ber of young Damſels ſhall be ſent through « 
the Great Streets, Morning and Evening, 
with a Proviſion of Whale-Bone round their 
* 8 op in a Shrill Tone, Any Work 

or a Coop 
N A =o niet, who has already begged 
a Hogſhead for his Vinter-Houſe, deſires my 
Intereſ to ſome Portly Lady, for a Hoop- 
Petticoat, to ſerve him for a Tent in the 
Summer. A Poacher, who finds his Account 
in 


TEND 1 
1 

. 
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in the Game AR, has writ to a Friend to 
ſend him a Dozen of . Second-hand Hoops 
into the Countrey, which by the Addition 
of a Cabbage-Net, will ſerve to Tunnel Par- 
tridges. The Hackney-Coachmen find their 
Horſes, very much relieved by the ſpread- 
ing Coats; and ſay, they have nothing far- 
ther to wiſh, but that the Lawyers were 
_ obliged to wear them, in Term-time. | 
A young Man, who is Clerk to a Juf- 
| tice of the Peace, and a buſy Aſſerter of 
the Laws, would have me convince his 
Maſter, that the Faſhionable. Petticoats are 
a pyblick Nuiſance ; and conſequently, that 
= Fine may legally be levy'd upon all the 

d Females, who move upon Pattens; 
10 ince they manifeſtly come within the Sta- 
tute, which provides againſt ſtopping up the 
Streets with Casks and Veſlels of any Make 


or Size. 
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Cujuſois eſt hominis errare : Nullius, niſi inſi- 
pientit, perſeverare in errors, Cicxk. Philip. 


— „ — — — —_— — A 1 


Doubting in my Lecture of the 
1 Fifth Inſtant; I ſhall, This Day, 
80 recommend it again to my Rea- 
| = and attempt to ſhew the Reaſonable- 
neſs and the Neceflity of it in other (and 
perhaps more familiar) Lights : That the 
Plaineſt Capacity may be capable to ap- 
prehend the great Advantages of this Diſ- 
poſition of Mind; without which we can 
never be thoroughly convinced of any Truths, 
that are not Self-Evident, 

I defire the Lovers of Truth and Sinceri- 
ty, to recolle& the Doctrine delivered in my 
Thirty Sixth Diſcourſe; from which they 
will naturally infer, that no Man, of com- 
mon Reflection, can be Unblameable in his 
Opint- 
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Opinions, who takes them upon Truſt, and 
never once doubts of their Validity. In 
order to be fully perſwaded of the Truth 
of an Opinion, (without which Perſwaſion it 
can never be juſtifiable to embrace it) Com- 
mon Senſe requires, we ſhould not negle& 
the Proper and Ordinary Methods of Infor- 
mation ; Now, all Information comes by En- 
quiry ; and all Enquiry ariſes from Doubt- 
ing. He, that is Poſitive, cannot Doubt; 
and conſequently, cuts himſelf off from, the 
Poſſibility of being Informed : Neither ought 
he, whp never Doubted, to be Poſitive. -. 

Of Truths, which are Self-Evident, the 
Number is but ſmall ; whereas the Variety. 
of Truths, that require Examination and 
Reaſoning, before they can be rightly. ap- 
prehended, is Infinite. Beſides, through Pre- 
judice or Negligence, many. Notions are ta- 
ken for Self-Evident Truths, which upon an 
' impartial Examination, would prove manifeſt 
Falſhoods: And, this Deception is the main 
Source of the moſt Popular Errours. There- 
fore, an Honeſt Man cannot be too much 
upon his Guard, by accuſtoming himſelf to 
a Habit of Doubting. Let him remember, 
that he lives in a degenerate Age, and in a 
Nation Regimented into Factions; that he 
| is 
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is beſieged on every Side with Errours: That 
he ſhould therefore Garriſon his Mind, and 
keep a conſtant Watch within Himſelf, ſo 
as to give no Admittance to New Opini- 
ons, before he takes a ſtrict Account of them; 
neither to harbour Old Ones, which, upon 
being Queſtioned, cannot give ſufficient Aſ- 
ſurance of their Truth. | 

I am ſenſible this Leſſon about Doubting 
cannot be learnt, without great Difficulty, by 
Perſons, who are grown Old in Obſtinacy 
and Prejudice ; who have, perhaps, Borrowed 
all their Opinions upon Credit; and who, 
if they were to be judged by Right Rea- 
ſon, and called upon to give an Account of 
the Methods, by which they came by their 
Stock of Notions, perhaps would not be 
found to be rightly poſſeſſed of any one of 
their Favourite Tenets. But, I hope the more 
Ingenuous (who generally ſpeaking are the 
more Youthful) Tribe of my Diſciples, who 
have not yet laid in their Proviſion of Opi- 
nions for Life, may be perſwaded to be 
Cautious in their Choice; not to Lumber 
up their Underſtandings with Old-faſhioned 
Trumpery, on One-hand; nor to be fond 
of every New-fangled Toy, on the Other : 


But, to Select ſuch a Set of Furniture, as 
| | {hall 
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ſhall be at once uſeful and ornamental, and 
2 grow out of Faſhion amongſt Wiſe 
en. | 

There are Perſons, who have as great a 
Facility in Doubting, as Others have in Be- 
lieving: The One affect Singularity ; the 
Other, Popularity. Whereas the Free-Thinker, 
whoſe Heart is ſet upon Truth, Doubts on- 
ly in order to be Certain; removes his 
Doubts by Doubting; and Believes or Diſ- 
believes a Propoſition, in Proportion to the 
Evidences, that appear to him, for it or 
againſt it, The Extreams of Credulity and 
Incredulity do often proceed from an equal 
Poſitiveneſs of Temper : And the only Cure 
for theſe Two Imperfections in the Under- 
ſtanding, is a Rational Doubting ; ſuch as 
will make us wary in Receiving New Opi- 
nions, and not unwilling to part with Old 

Ones. 
There is as great a Libertiniſm of Mind 
in Believing without a reaſonable Conviction, 
as in Disbelieving upon precarious Suppoſi- 
tions and unwarrantable Surmizes. An Over- 
Forwardneſs to Aſſent to Opinions, is a Pro- 
ſtitution of our Underſtanding ; And an Over- 
Backwardneſs to Doubt, implies a Diſtruſt of 
the Truth of our Perſwaſion, or at leaſt a 
Con- 
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Conſciouſneſs of our Inability to defend it. 
A Truth is no Truth to Him, who believes 
it Implicitly, and never enquires into the 
Reaſons, upon which it is founded: And, 
an Errour is not chargeable as an Errour 
to the Man, who (after due Pains to be 
rightly informed) takes it for a Truth. 
There are Opinions, which have prevailed 
in the World through many Ages, and are 
received almoſt Univerſally; and yet, may 
be far from being True. There may like- 
wiſe be Opinions, which are very New 
and very Singular; and yet, are as far from 
being Falſe. So that, neither the Antiqui- 
ty nor Univerſality of the One, nor the No- 
velty or Singularity of the Other, ought to 
biaſs a Lover of Truth; who is to bring 
every thing to the Teſt of Reaſon, ſo far 
as his Capacity enables him. It may like- 
wiſe happen, that We may believe ſome 
Things to be True, which are actually True ; 
and yet the Reaſons, upon which we ground 
our Belief, may be Falſe: And this Conſi- 
deration will furniſh an Honeſt Man with a 
freſh Argument in Favour of Doubting. 
To conclude my Two Lectures upon Phi- 
loſophical Doubting, and to ſhew the main 
Advantages of ſuch a Habit of Mind to 
Man- 
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Mankind in General; I muſt once again re- 
mind my Readers, that it is impoſſible to 
Think Freely, and to come at Truth, with- 
out this Diſpoſition. In the next place, I 
{hall obſerve, That this Habit of Doubting 
will teach us to be modeſt in our Opini- 
ons, and ready to retract our Errours; not 
to be Poſitive in our Ignorance, but Inqui- 
ſitive and deſirous of Inſtruction; to be Mo- 
derate towards Thoſe, who differ from us; 
and to ſuffer all Men, who live in Submiſ- 
| ſion to the Civil Laws of their Countrey, 
to enjoy their Perſwaſion quietly, without 
attempting to convince them of any Errour, 
but by cool and temperate Reaſoning. 

Laſtly, it will be proper to obſerve ; That 
the Great Truths of Religion, of Morality, 
and of Politicks, fuch as are the Cement of 
Society, come within a Narrow Compals ; 
and may be apprehended by a Plain Capaci- 
ty, that ſhall diligently enquire into their Na- 
ture, with a Teachable Diſpoſition, and a 
| Willingneſs to be informed. And as for the 
Refinements in theſe ſeveral Topicks, which 
have been introduced into the World by 
Speculative Men; the Knowledge of them 
is not Neceſſary (and very often Pernicious) 
to the Bulk of Mankind, The Applauded 

Syſtems, 
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Syſtems of theſe Kinds of Learning do not 
improve, but confound the People; and the 
Study of them is, at beſt, but a Solemn 
Idleneſs. 


Ne 51. Monday, Sept. 15. 1718. 
At ſecura quies, & neſcia fallere vita, 
Dives opum wariarum ; at latis otia fundis ; 
Speluncæ, vivique lacus ; ac frigida Tempe, 
Mugituſque boum, molleſque ſub arbore ſomni, 
Non _ a Vin 


a dts. * ** A — — _— * 


— — 
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FER what has been — 

concerning Luxury, methinks it 
-D3 ſhould not be difficult to per- 

ade ſuch of my Countreymen, 
as are born to Competent Eſtates, (accor- 
ding to their reſpective Conditions) not to 
give into the general Infatuation of be- 


—_— 
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coming 
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coming Indigent through the Favour of 
Great Men. And, even the Younger Bro- 
thers of Good Families would find their 
Account more by improving their Fortunes 
in ſome Creditable Buſineſs, than by waſting 
their Time and Money in the uncertain Pur- 
ſuit, and the Precarious Tenure, of Court- 
Employments. 

It is excuſable in a Gentleman, who has 
had the Misfortune to be bred at Large, and 
is too far gone in Life to apply himſelf to 
a Profeſſion, to endeavour to merit the Atten- 
tion of ſome worthy Patron, who may recom- 
mend him to the Favour of his Prince. 
But, it is amazing to ſee ſuch Crowds of 
our Gentry, who with their Lands inherit 
Independency, be at no ſmall Pains and Ex- 
pence to become Slaves. Is there, to a Brave 
Man, any Happineſs in Life, equal to Free- 
dom? Or any Ambition, beyond That of 
| having no Superiour? Eſpecially in a Na- 
tion, where the Laws only (and not the 
Will of the Magiſtrate) claim our Saban: 
lion. 

It is no Wonder, that in Deſpotick Go- 
vernments every Man ſtrives to be in ſome 
Degree of Power; or at leaſt to gain the 


Countenance of ſome Court-Potemate : Be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe the Laws alone are not ſufficient to 
ſhelter the Subject from Oppreſſion. But, in 
England, the Lord, the Knight, the Squire, 
the Gentleman, the Trader, the Artizan, 
(each in his Way) may live, ſecurely, to 
Himſelf and his Countrey ; and appeal ſing- 
ly to the Laws for Protection. A Briton 
may fix his Happineſs upon a ſolid Baſis : 
Let him ſtand upon his own Bottom ; let 
his Induſtry and his Frugality ſet him above 
Want; and neither the Prince, nor his Mi- 
niſters, can give him any Moleſtation. Such 
a Man's Actions will be Free; and what he 
does, at any time, to ſerve his Countrey, 
will be done with a double Grace, when 


it ſhall appear, that he is controlled by nei- 
ther Hopes nor Fears. 


I am in Doubt, whether any Miniſters of 
State will thank me for this Doctrine: 
Though upon Recollection, I cannot help 
thinking it a conſiderable Service done Them, 
to inſpire their Fellow - Subjects with this ho- 
neſt Pride of Heart. In Caſe it prevails, 
They will be freed from the Plague of 
Levies this Winter: And, when Places once 
come to go a Begging, the Great Men (with 
the Aſſiſtance of a Good Parliament) will 
have little elſe to do in Conducting the Af 

fairs 
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fairs of the Nation, but to be Plain and Ho- 
neſt; than which, Nothing is more eaſy. 

Since, then, both the Miniſters and the 
People may find their Advantage in an Ef- 
fectual Diſſwaſtve from a Court-Life, I ſhall 
ſubjoin a Copy of Verſes to that Purpoſe ; 
and will only detain my Reader with 4 
ſhort Obſervation upon the Continual Tem- 
perament of Court-Weather: It is Warm, 


but not Pleaſant, in the Sunſhine; and, * 


n bitterly, in the Shade. 


An Epiſtle from a Gentleman in Hel. 
land, to his Friend 1 in | England; in 
the Year 1703. 


FR OM Utrecht's filent Walks, by 1 I 

ud 5 

Health and kind Wiſhes to my abſent Friend. 

The Winter ſpent, I feel the Poet Fire; 

The Sun advances, and the Foggy vetive : 

The Genial Spring unbinds the Frozen Earth ; - + 

Dawns on the Trees, and giver the Primroſe 
Birth, | | 

Aa Loos d 


| 
| 
| 
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Loofd ſrom their friendly Harbourt, once again 

Confederate Fleets aſſemble on the Main : 

The Voice of War the gallant Soldier wakes ; 

And weeping Cloe parting Kiſſes takes. 

On new-plumed Wings the Roman Eagle ſoars, 

T he Belgick Lion in full Fury roars, 

Diſpatch the Leader from Tour happy Coaſt 

The Hope of Europe, and Britannia's Boaſt : 

O MARLBOROUGH Come. freſp Laurels ſor 
Thee riſe ! 

One Conqueſt more ; and Gallia will grow wiſe, 

Old Lewis makes his Laſt Effort in Arms ; | 


And ſhews how, even in Age, Ambition charms. 


Mean while, my Friend, the thickening Shades 
I haunt, 
And ſmooth Canals ; and after Rivulets pant: 
The ſmooth Canals, alas, too Lifeleſs ſhow ! 


Mor to the Eye, nor to the Ear, they flow. 


Studions of Eaſe, and fond of humble Things, 
Below the Smiles, below the Frowns of Kings ; 
Thanks 


No 51 The FRE E-ThIN RER. 371 


Thanks to my Stars, I prize the Sweets of Life: 
No ſleepleſs Nights I count ; no Days of Hife. 
Content to Live, coment to Die, Untnotmn; 
Lord of my Self, Accountable to None ; 
I Sleep, I Wake ; I Drink; ] ſometimes Love; 
J Read, I Write, I Settle, and 1 Rove; 
When, and where-e'er, I. pleaſe ; Thus, every Hour 
Gives ſome new Proof of my Deſpotick Power, ' 
All, that 1 Will, I Can; but then, I Will ” 
As Reaſon bids : I meditate no Ill; | 
And, plear'd with Things, that in my Level lie, 
Leave it to Madmen o'er the Clouds 10 W. 
But, Thir ir all Romance; a Dream to You, 

Who Fence and Dance, and keep the Court in 

View. DO, | SL 
White Staffs and Tuncbeont, Seats and golden 

Keys, | 
And Silver Start, your tow'ring Genius pleaſe, 
Such manly T houghts in every Infant riſe, | | 
Who daily for ſome Tinſel Trinket crier. 

A a2 2 Go 
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Go on, and proſper, Sir : But firſt, from me 

Learn your own Temper ; for, I know you Free. 

Von can be Honeſt ; but, you cannot Bow, 

And Ginge, beneath a ſupercilious Brom. 

Vu cannot Fawn ; your ſtubborn Soul recoils 

At Baſeneſs ; and your Blood too highly boils. 

From Nature, Some ſubmiſſive Tempers have ; 

Unkind to you, She form'd you not a Slave, 

A Courtier muſt be Supple ; full of Guile 

Muſt learn to Praiſe, to Hatter, to Revile, 

The Good, the Bad; an Enemy, a Friend ; 

To give Falſe Hopes, and on Falſe Hopes de- 

pend. 

Co on, and proſper, Sir: But learn to hide 

Tour Upright Spirit: "Twill be conſtrued Pride. 

T he Splendour of a Count is all a Cheat ; 

Jon muſt be Servile, £er you can be Great. 

Beſides ; your ancient Patrimony waſted, 

Your Youth run out, your Schemes of Grandeur 
Blaſted, 2d 


Yor: 
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You may perhaps retire in Diſcontent, 
And curſe your Patron, for no ſtrange Even : 
The Patron will his Innocence proteſt ; 

And frown in Earneſt, though he ſmiled in 2 


Man, only from Himſelf, can ſuffer Wrong ; ; 
His Reaſon fails, as his Deſires grow ſtrong: 
Hence, wanting Ballaſt, and too full of Sail, 

He lies expoſed to every riſing Gale. 

From Youth to Age, for Happineſs he is bound : 
He ſplits on Rocks, or runs his Bark a-Ground ; 

Or, wide of Land, a deſert Ocean views; 
And, to the laſt, the flying Port purſues : 

Tet, to the laſt, the Port he does not gain ; 
And, dying, finds too late, He liv'd in vain. 5 
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BO UT Six Weeks ago, I gave 
Wo bl tbe Fanaticks a very Friendly Cau- 
tion, not to rely upon Cardinal 
es Alcroni: And, one would imagine, 
that by this time They ſhould be thoroughly 
convinced (while the Reſt of the Nation is 
pleaſed) that his Eminency's Projects for diſ- 
turbing the Repoſe of Europe are entirely 
defeated. Nevertheleſs, I perceive the Hopes 
of Theſe Infatuated People go on till to 
riſe (as uſual) upon their Diſappointments. 
Some of them reſolve to believe, that the 
Britiſh Squadron, under the Command of 
Sir George Byng, was not victorious over the 
Spaniſh Fleet: And Others, who have the 
Modeſty to give up That Point, are deep 


f rr rr : | — 
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in the Spaniſo Councils; and hug themſelves 
upon the After-Game, the Cardinal has to 
play. Thus, one Deluſion makes Way for 
another; and theſe Dreamers cannot find in 
their Hearts to awake. „ 
Notwithſtanding the Deſperateneſs of their 
Condition, I ſhall continue to ply them with 
forcible Arguments from time to time, in 
Hopes to recover ſome of them to Reaſon; 
as it is neceſſary to teize Men, in Lethar- 
gies and Madneſs, with the ſharpeſt Appli- 
cations and ſevereſt Remedies, to bring them 
to their Senſes. Happily, for this Purpoſe, 
one of my Correſpondents has lately fur- 
niſned me with a very ſeaſonable Letter; 
which, though it ſhould have no Effect up- 
on theſe Extravagants, will be of uſe to the 
Sounder Part of my Fellow - Subjects. 


M. FER EE-TRHINXXK ER, Sept. Sth. 1718, 


NEE you ſeem to turn the main 
© i) Bent of your Studies to the Service of 
* your Countrey, and have expreſſed your 
© ſelf deſirous of the Aſſiſtance of every ho- 
© neſt Man; I take the Liberty to ſend you 
© a Reflection or Two, as they occurred to 
© me, upon reading a remarkable Article in 
© the printed News-Papers, which I peruſed 

Aa 4 with 
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* with great Pleaſure; and think it may be 
* of uſe to the Publick to take ſome No- 
© tice of it. | 
Tu I greateſt Strength, as well as Glory, 
© of a Prince, conſiſts in the Confidence his 
People repoſe in him: This can never ap- 
© pear more manifeſtly, than when Private 
| © Perſons do, of their own Accord, place 
* conſiderable Portions of their Property up- 
* on the ſame Foundation with His Govern- 
© ment; and embark their Eftates in the 
© {ame Bottom with their King, ſo as to 
© riſque their Fortunes by an Alteration in 
© the State. 
Every Man muſt needs have obſerved, 
© that no Argument has been ſo much uſed 
aby thoſe Perſons, who propagated the Ab- 
© ſurd Diſtinction between the Intereſts of 
© Land and Trade, as the Uncertainty. of 
parliamentary Security, and the Precariouſ- 
© neſs of the Act of Succeſſion; in order 
© to deterr the Subject from advancing Mo- 
© ney upon the Publick Funds: Urging, that 
© the Adventurers did thereby place their Pro- 
© perty on the ſame Eſtabliſhment with the 
© Government; and, that in Caſe of any 
Failure in the Proteſtant Succeſſion, They 
_ © muſt be inevitably ruined; Whereas, Land 
9 © would 
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would remain unalterable in all Changes. 
© In this manner have ſeveral of our Coun- 
© trey-Gentlemen been taught to comfort 
© themſelves with an Imaginary Security, 
© amidſt the Deſtruction of their Countrey. | 

© By this time, Sir, you may perceive, that 
© my Thoughts turn entirely upon the Ar- 


« ticle in the Daily Courant of the Fifth In- 
© ſtant, which informs us, that Sir Robert Chap. 


« lin (one of the Directors of the South-Seg 
« Company) has purchaſed the Eſtate of the 
c late Lord Widdrington in Lincoluſbire, of 
' 5 the Yearly Value of One Thouſand, Four 
Hundred and odd Pounds per Dima, for 
© the Sum of Thirty Two Thouſand, Four 
© Hundred Pounds; which is above Twenty 
© Two Years Purchaſe. 

I muſt own, I received much Satisfaction 
© from this Piece of Domeſtick News, even 
at a Time when my Joy was yet freſh for 
e our Compleat Victory at Sea, over the Sa- 
© niards : And I cannot but think it to be one 
very good Effect of the Commiſſion for for- 
© feited Eſtates, that It has given our Mo- 
©nyed Men ſo fair and Advantageous an 
Opportunity of ſhewing the Confidence, 
© They have in the Strength and Security of 
the Preſent Government. 


C This 
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© This calls to my Mind a: Story, which 

© is related by the Roman Hiſtorians. When 
© Hannibal had marched his Army to the 
© Walls of Rome, with an Intention to beſiege 
eit, the Ground, on which part of his Army 
© was encamped, happened to be expoſed to 
© Sale; and was purchaſed at as high a Price, 
© as if Hannibal had been at Carthage. This 
© Action ſhewed the Zeal and Magnanimity of 
© That People, when they were ſo warmly 
c allarmed by a very Formidable Enemy. 
© The Perſon, therefore, ought to be men- 
© tioned with Honour, who has ſo openly 
© teſtify'd his Love to his Countrey, and his 
© Allegiance to his King, at a Time, when 
our Home-bred Enemies are more Active 
© and Induſtrious, than ever, to diſturb the 

© Peace, of the Nation. 

© I doubt not, but every Honeſt Briton will 

© rejoice, as he obſerves, that (notwithſtan- 
© ding the malicious Inſinuations and wicked 
© Arts of the Fanaticks, and other Traitours 
©to their Countrey,) an Eſtate in Land, 
© the Poſſeſſion of which does manifeſtly de- 
© pend on the Eſtabliſhment of the Govern- 
© ment, is fold at as good a Price, as if it 
© had been a Common Purchaſe. And I fan- 
© cy, if Many of our Landed Men and our 
| Men 
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6 = of Money were to exchange Pro- 

mb = This Foundation, ſo that Both 
n . of Property might equally depend 
© on the Stability of the Government; it 
© would contribute ſo much to the Peace of 
5 the Nation, that I could almoſt wiſh all 
the Land in the Kingdom was _ by that 
Title alone. | 


Tl" SI... 
Tour moſt Humble Servant, 
PHILONOMVUsS. 


Wour p not be thought to flatter Phi- 
lonomut (whoever he is) by ſaying, that 
amongſt the Number of Gentlemen, who 
ruh through the daily Courſe of News-Pa- 
pers, I queſtion, whether any one, beſides 
himſelf, made ſuch uſeful and ingenious Re- 
flections either to himſelf or others, upon 
reading the Article referred to in his Let- 
ter. To carry on his Thought a little far- 
ther, I ſhall obſerve; that the Publick Funds 
have been a Security to the Revolution and 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion ; as the Diſtribution 
of great Portions of the Abby-Lands into 

1 the 


ce 
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the Poſſeſſion of Lay-men, at the Refor- 
mation, was viſibly our main Fence againſt 
Popery. I with Deſign ſay, That the Funds 
have been a Security to the Revolution and 
Proteſtant Succeſſion ; ſince, when I reflect 
upon the prudent Meaſures, lately taken 
for the Re-Eſtabliſhment of the Publick 
Credit, I cannot but remark, that this Se- 
curity will, in all Probability, be in a few 
Years determined; and that the Debts, for 
which the Funds are engaged, will be dif. 
charged (I fear) before the Spirit of Faction 
and Fanaticiſm ſhall be entirely quelled. 
Therefor& I aſſure my Correſpondent, that 
I approve of the warm With at the End of 
his Letter. 

The World is ſo much governed by 
tereſt, that I doubt not, but the Expedient 
he mentions, would abſolutely put an End 
to our Animolities The Strength of the 
Fanaticks lies chiefly amongſt thoſe Perſons, 
whoſe Property is in Lands, or thoſe, who 
have little, or no Property at all. And con- 
ſequently, if the Poſſeſſion of all our Lands, 
was inevitably to follow the Fate of the 
Preſent. Government, it might prove as In- 
vincible a Bulwark for ſecuring the Conti- 


nuation of the Proteſtant Religion; ; as the 
fore- 


" 8 
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fore-mentioned Diſtribution of Church-Lands 
was for defending the firſt Eſtabliſhment of 
It. | ; . 


vD 1 1 D. Fs) 4 


2 Monde, Sept. 22. : 1718. 


—_ 


Tab recto vi vere tal 

Ars dedit ? Et veri ſpecies dignoſcere calles, 

Ne qua ſuberato mendoſum tinniat auro ? 
Qyeque ſequenaa forent, & que vitanda viciſin, . 
Hla prius creta, mox hec carbone, notaſtiꝰ 


PERS. 


K — 5 td. 


PWYWeFTER my Two Lectures on 
53 che Fifth and Twelfth Inſtant, I 
5 dare ſay, the following Epiſto- 
luary Diſcourſe will be as accep- 
able to my Diſciples, as it is to me. If 
they give due Attention to it, they will 
diſcover great Penetration and Juſtneſs of 
Thouglit through the whole Deſign of the 
Writer; and be more fully convinced of 
the Reaſonableneſs of that Doctrine, Ts 
| I have 


* 
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J have fo earneſtly recommended, as abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to Thoſe, who would ſeek at- 
ter Truth in their Opinions, with Sincerity. 


SIR, | Spt. 18. 1718. 
«C\INCE you ſeem to have finiſhed your 
O Lectures upon Philoſophical Doubting, 
and give us no Hopes of any. farther 
© Thoughts of your own upon That Sub- 
© jet; I take Leave (while the Town is 
warm upon it) to ſend you a few Obſer- 
© vations on the different Conduct of the 
© Underſtanding, with relation to Doubting: 
© Which, by giving an Inſight into what paſ- 
© ſes in the Mind, may detect the ſecret 
< Inſincerity, that often deterrs Men from ta- 
© king this firſt neceſſary Step towards Know- 
© ledge. | 
The Meaſures, Men purſue in this Reſpect, 
are often directly oppoſite; though equal · 
*ly calculated to Forward and Accompliſh 
© their ſeveral Deſigns; according as they are 
© either endeavouring to diſcover Truth, or 
© to ſcreen themſelves from the Light of it. 
This Conſideration of the Contrary Aims 
they have in view, may perhaps account 
for the Fears and Apprehenſions, which 
They, who happen to be embarked in the 

© Latter 
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© Latter of theſe Defigns (which is a kind 
© of Inverted Philoſophy) are apt to enter- 
* tain of the Dangerous Doctrine of Doubt- 
* ing; fince it often raiſes unhappy Scruples 
© in their Minds, and gives them great Diſ- 
© turbance, while they are quietly retreating 
into Obſcurity, and intrenching themſelves 
in Errours. The ſame Conſideration may 
© likewiſe contribute to remove their unjuſt 
* and groundleſs Suſpicions; or at leaſt to 
© expoſe their diſingenuous Cenſures of the 
innocent Liberty of Doubting : A Liberty, 
© which 'They all ſecurely take, when they are 
© deſirous to be informed; but pretend to be 
* terribly allarmed at it, when they. are not 
Willing to be Undeceived. Ln? 
© The Truth of this Obſervation will evi- 
© dently appear, if we conſider the different 
Care and Caution, with which Men uſually. 
proceed in their Enquiries, as they are ei- 
© ther advancing towards Truth, or retreat- 
< ing from it. | | 
I ms ſeveral Subjects of Enquiry, we are 
© engaged in, may be ranged under Three 
© General Heads: Namely, Such as are In- 
c different to us; Such as we are ſollicitous 
©to be rightly informed of; and Such as 
© we are willing to be deceived in, 


© Under 
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Under the Firſt Head I ſhall place the 
0 Arts, the Sciences, and all the Various Kinds 
© of Knowledge, which are only ſought after, 
© for Curioſity and Entertainment. 

The Second  comprehends the Affairs of 
Humane Life, and the Methods of acqui- 
© ring whatſoever is eſteemed Valuable in the 
© World. 

The Third takes in the Great Points of 
q Morality and Religion; on which our Hap- 
© pineſs depends throughout the whole Courſe 
© of our Exiſtence. 

The Diſquiſitions ranged under the Firſt 
© General Head, may be looked upon as the 
© peculiar Province of the Men of Letters 
© and Leiſure; who, not having herein any 
indirect Views to divert them from Truth, 
proceed in the Search of it with the ut- 

© moſt Freedom, and never ſcruple to make 
the ſtricteſt Scrutiny. The Enquirer, being 
© not any way byaſſed or intereſted, does not 
© refuſe any New Information, that may de- 
© ſtroy his Former Opinions; He is under no 
© Apprehenſions of unſetling his Judgment, 
or miſling of Certainty in the Purſuits of 
© Knowledge, by indulging the Liberty of 
© Doubring: And he is ſo far from being of- 
* fended at the like Freedom of Enquiry, 
ein 
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2 in Others, that (on the contrary) he is 


© pleaſed with it; being ſenſible, he cannot, 
© by. any other Method, hope for any Im- 
provement in thoſe Arts and Sciences, which 
© afford him ſuch an exquilite E and 
Entertainment. 
| © The more uſeful Enquiries in the Se- 
© cond Claſs belong to the Men of Buſineſs ; 
© who, as They are more immediately con- 
© cerned not to be impoſed upon, are nicely 
© verſed in the defenſive Arts of Philoſophi- 
cal Doubting; and diſcover ſuch uncom- 
© mon Acuteneſs and Penetration in unravel- 


© ling the wily Frauds and Stratagems of | 


- * thoſe, they have to deal with, as is but faintly 
* imitated by the ſubtileſt Reaſoners of the 
© Scholaſtick Tribe. Every Adventure in 
© Trade is computed with the exacteſt Skill; 
© Every Step in Politicks is taken with the 
cooleſt Deliberation; to. make it ſucceed. 
In Concerns of theſe Kinds no Care is want- 
ing, that can ſecure us from Errour; nei- 
ther are we, upon ſuch Occaſions, ſo re- 


© fined in our Prudence, as to diſtruſt our 


© own Eyes, and to judge it unſafe to ſee 
for our ſelves. And, as in theſe Affairs 
we geben with ſo much Circumſpection on, 


1 FILE and 
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© and Jealouſy of being deceived; we do 
* not think it unreaſonable in Chien to take 
© the ſame Precautions. 

Thus do both the Learned and Ilite- 
© rate Part of Mankind perfectly agree in 
© the true Way to Knowledge, when they 
© are thoroughly in Earneſt in their Purſuit 
© after it: And muſt, therefore, be ſelf-con- 
© demned, if they deviate from it upon 
© thoſe Occaſions, in which it would be moſt 
© fatal to them to be milled. 

The Subjects of Enquiry contained under 
© my laſt General Head, are Thoſe, in which 
© we are often averſe to Truth, and prepoſ- 
© terouſly skillful to contrive our own De- 
© ception. And, it is obſervable, that we are 
© only fearful of exerting That Freedom of 
© Thought (which we account ſo friendly to 
Truth on all other Occaſions) in an im- 
© partial Enquiry into Theſe great Subjects. 
This Shyneſs of Enquiry does not, indeed, 
c extend indifferently to all the Parts of Re- 
© ligion and Morality : But, it particularly di- 
c yerts us from conſidering only ſuch Specu- 
© lative Points of Religion, in which it might 
© be unſafe to own an Opinion, different from 
© the Received Notions; or, from attending 
© to ſuch Practical Rules of Life, as are in- 

* CON- 
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© conſiſtent with our own Actions. In either , 
* of theſe Caſes, our preſent Intereſt, or 
© Quiet, is ſecured by remaining in Ignorance: 
? And we are deterred from ſuch a thorough 
Examination, as might diſcover to us theſe 
© unwelcome Truths, by the Danger of ex- 
© poling our ſelves, thereby, to the injurious 
© Zeal of Others; or, by the conſcious Fear of 
© awakening uneaſy Reflections in our ſelves. 
© But, whenever we are free from theſe Ap- 
© prehenſions, we can ſecurely ſuffer our 
© Thoughts to dwell on the ſublimeſt Con- 
| © templations of Religion, or of Morality, 
© with no leſs Freedom and. Delight, than 
© we permit them to range through every 
© inferiour Kind of Knowledge. Thus a Fears 
« fulneſs of Enquiry, and a Willingneſs to 
be deceived, are found always to meet in 
© the ſame Subject. | 
© There is, therefore, juſt Reaſon to ſuf 
* pet, that this great Tenderneſs of Doubt- 
© ing (which never ſeizes us upon our En- 
© quiries into the moſt ſacred Truths, unleſs 
© they happen to be prejudicial to our In- 
© tereſts, or painful to our Thoughts) is in- 
_ © ſenſibly ſuggeſted by that ſecret Propenſity 
© to Errour, with which this Tenderneſs i is in- 
0 < ſeparably- accompanied, and to which it can 
B b . 75 6 only 
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. * only be ſubſervient. Truth is like 3 Real 
Pes which will bear being viewed on 
very Side and in every Light: Whilſt Er- 
* rour reſembles an Imaginary Scene, formed 
© by Paint and Perſpective; which can only 
© be viewed from a ſingle Point, and va- 
© niſhes as the Lights and Shades are vari- 
ed. 
The Averſion to that Knowledge, which 
© detects the latent Diſorders of the Mind, 
© or provokes the Rage of an Erring World, 
© is experienced to be ſo ſtrong, that we 
© ought to be aware of it, and well armed 
© againſt it: And we may very juſtly ap- 
© prehend our ſelves to be influenced by 
This Averſion, when ſuch a ſound Method 
© of Enquiry, as we judge neceſſary to carry 
© us through the Maze of Sciences and the 
e Intricacy of Buſineſs, is laid afide, as unfit 
© to conduct us to the much plainer Truths 
© of Religion. 
© And ſince there is in our Minds ſuch 
© a Propenſity to, and Connivance at, Errour, 
© with a Reluctancy to Truth, and even a 
Dread of Information; it is highly unrea- 
I ſonable and very inſidious to deterr Men 
£ yet more from a fair r (which they 
| dare 
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© are ſo little inclinable to make) by grave 
* Miſrepreſentations of the Danger of it; 
© thus furniſhing an Excuſe for contented 
© Ignorance and Preſumption ; ſtrengthening 
© thereby the Treachery of our Prejudices 
© with a Falſe Colour of Sanity and Zeal. 

I need not, Sir, enlarge upon this Sketch 
© to you, who are ſo well verſed in an un- 

* prejudiced Manner of Reaſoning. If you 
think it worthy your Pains to place what 
© I have ſaid in thoſe clear and familiar Lights, 
by which you daily cheat your Readers in- 
©to a fond Opinion, that they knew before- 
© hand whatever you have taught them; I 
© doubt not, but they will be ſufficient! 
c warned againſt this Weakneſs of the Mind, 
«which renders it unable to bear the Luſtre 
of Truth: After which, you will not find 
© it difficult to inſpire them with a Reſo- 
© lution to conquer it. It may then be hoped, 
© that (inſtead of the miſtaken Jealouſies, 
© they conceive of Thoſe who would incite 
© them to a manly Freedom of Thought, un- 
© der ſuch juſt Limitations, as you recom- 
mend and practice) they will turn their 
Contempt and Reſentment againſt the Ig- 
noble Artifices and narrow Sentiments of the 
N "Dd: * s Pet. 
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* Perſons, who diſcountenance Free- Thinking 
in Others, becauſe they are Strangers to it 
Themſelves. 


I am, Worthy S 1 R, 
Your Very Humble Servant, 


EUPHUES. 


- 


7 74 - ; 
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Superſtitio, fuſa per Gentes, oppreſſit Omnium 
fere animos; atque hominum Imbecillitatem occu- 
pavit, Cickk. L. 2. de Divin. 


N my Diſcourſe concerning * the 
We Cauſes of Superſtition, I promiſed to 
yy conlider the Effectt of It; Which 
F do 3 mult be, at leaſt, as numerous as 


the Cauſes : Since thoſe _ 1 which 


4 
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at firſt produced this Evil, being improved 
and heightened by it, do by that means (in 
a great Meaſure) become the Effecft of the 
ſame Evil. In other Words; If Superſtition 
be owing to the Cauſes mentioned in my 
Former Lecture; to Stupidity, or Ignorance, 
or any Ill Temper of Mind, which may be 
Baſe and Abject, Fooliſh and Vain, or elſe 
Wicked and Miſchievous; It returns the Fa- 
vour, by not only Preſerving, but even Pro- 
moting theſe Imperfections. | | 
Concerning STUPIDITY); A 
certain Degree of Stupefaction and Thought- 
leſsneſs is requiſite to introduce the Contra- 
_ ditions and Abſurdities, which Superſtition 
impoſes on the Belief of Men, making them 
entirely acquieſce in their Blind Perſwaſion; 
So does Superſtition in its Turn, when it 
has once Eſtabliſhed it ſelf, prodigiouſly in- 
creaſe that Stupefaction of Mind, by ſpread- 
ing a Veil of Divinity between the Be- 
holder and the Abſurdity, he entertains ; 
which forbids him to re-examine the Mat- 
ter, or pry too boldly into That, which now 
(from a Piece of plain Nonſenſe) is become 
a Divine Myſtery. Without this Sacred Hor- 
rour, quite darkening the Underſtanding (not 
much enlightned before) perhaps, in ſome 
B b 4 Lucid 
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Lucid Interval, the Devotee might chance 
to view the Abſurdity in its true Light; 
and diſcover his Errour. But when this 
ſtrong Prejudice has once taken Poſleſhon, 
and in a manner enveloped the Soul, Every 
[Thing is feared ; the leaſt Surmize of Doubt 
grows Tremendous : The Man believes firm- 
Iy, He knows not What; and dares not En- 
quire, Why. By this Means, the Abſurd 
Belief is Secured; and the Mind is wrapt 
in ſuch an Impenetrable Cloud of Darkneſs, 
that it cannot diſcern the leaſt Glimpſe of 
Light. It muſt, at leaſt, be ſome very Ex- 
traordinary Cauſe or Revolution in the Mind, 
that can» ever free it from the powerful 
_ and reſtore it to a Right Apprehen- 
As for IGNORANCE; it is the un- 
avoidable Conſequence of Stupidity And, 
though It ſhould have no Hand directly in 
producing Superſtition; yet, without Igno- 
rance, Superſtition -could never be enter- 
, tained in our Breaſts, Ignorance ſlands by, 
and guards Superſtition in its Birth; and af- 
terwards protects it in its Growth: It keeps 
at a Diſtance all intruding Notions of Good 
and Evil, Right and Wrong, Truth and Falſ- 
hood; the irreconcileable Enemies of Falſe 
Reli- 
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Religion. And Superſtition amply repays 
the Obligation : For ſhe effectually prevents 
Knowledge, by deterring Men from all En- 
iry and Examination ; the only Means of 
coming at Knowledge. When Superſtition has 
fixed One Abſurdity upon a Man, under 
the Appearance of a Divine Truth, ſhe con- 
tinually calls upon him to go on, and not 
to Look back; for the dreads Reflection above 
all Things: If the Wretch Doubts ever ſo 
Little, She allarms Him with the Charge of 
Infidelity and Impiety. The Mind thus ſub- 
dued, has no Courage to purſue True Know- 
ledge, if any Glimmering of Light ſhould 
happen at Unawares to glance upon it. 
Thus the Ignorance, which accompanies this 
State of Mind, muſt continue and thrive of 
Courſe ; till, by ſome ſuperiour Violence, 
Knowledge be forced upon the Underſtan- 
ding, much againſt the Will: For, by its 
own Choice, It is not in a Condition to 
acquire any Information. 
I come, now, to conſider * I call an 
ILL TEMPER of Mind, as it is the 
Effect of Superſtition. Here indeed Super- 
ſtition exerts her full Power; and triumphs 
over Human Nature, by debaſing and cor- 
 rupting it, ſa as to deprive Men of all Senſe 
of 
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of Vertue and Excellency, and to make them 
act in Contradiction to every Notion, that 
is Wiſe, and Generous, and Good. 

Whatever Ill Temper preceded Superſtition, 
(which muſt be ſuppoſed, before certain Su- 
perſtitions can be admitted into. the Mind) 


the bad Diſpoſitions, which Superſtition natu- 
rally produces in the Soul, do vaſtly exceed 
any, that can be conceived without It. If 
the Imagined Obje& of our Adoration be of 
ſuch a Sort, as can juſtly fall under no Ti- 
tle, but That of Fooliſh and Vain ; our Ado- 
ration muſt neceſſarily be of the ſame Kind; 
and we ſhall be led, by our Deſire to Pleaſe, 
into every ridiculous Circumſtance of Wor- 
ſhip, that Folly and Vanity can ſuggeſt to 
us. If the Fancied Obje& be of the Proud. 
and Arbitrary, the Peeviſh and Exceptious 
Kind; we ſhall naturally be in continual 
Terrours before him ; never knowing cer- 
tainly when, or with what, he is pleaſed : 

Conſequently, we ſhall grow Timorous and 
Abject; we ſhall Fawn, and Cringe, and 
Flatter, and uſe the ſame mean Artifices, 
-which we ſhould employ to ſooth a Great 
Man, whoſe Frowns we dread. And, after 
all, we can arrive at no Comfort, nor any 


Aſſurance of being Acceptable to ſuch a 
Deity : 
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Deity: We ſhall live in perpetual Anxieties, 
and be alarmed at every Thunder-Clap, and 
at every ſeeming Prodigy in Nature, as ſome 
Token of his Wrath and Vengeance; having 

no ſtated Rules to reaſon by, with Relation 
to ſuch a Power, and being abandoned to 


mere Conjecture, and a terrify d Imaginati- 


This uncertain and deſperate Condition 
will drive us to the moſt ſevere and dif- 
ficult Expedients to avert our imaginary 
impending Miſeries, by endeavouring to gra- 
tify the Cruel Divinity in a manner ſuitable 
to his Temper. We ſhall either torment 
and injure our ſelves, to divert greater Miſ- 
chiefs ; which is the moſt innocent Effect of 
ſuch Barbarous Superſtition: Or (which is 
the worſt Effet of it) we ſhall ſtudy to 
appeaſe his Fury by the Deſtruction and Mi- 
ſery of Others: A Turn it more frequent- 
ly takes, and with much greater Violence, 
than when it is wholly vented on our ſelves. 

Hence came the Uſe of human Sacrifices, 
which prevailed in Antiquity. Parents of- 
fered up their Children, Friends and Rela- 
tions their Friends and Relations, Citizens 
their Fellow-Citizens, to glut the Appetite 
or appeaſe the Anger of the Deity, m__ 

| ” "_ 
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they worſhipped, and dreaded ; hoping there- 
by to preſerve Themſelves from the Fury 
and Cruelty, with which, they imagined, he 
proſecuted Mankind. Not very different is 
the more modern Sort of Human Sacrifice, 
which conſiſts in Torturing, Maſlacring, and 
Extirpating all, who are eſteemed Enemies 
to the Deity; that is, to a Set of Opinions, 
which the Majority think fit to Deify. Nay, 
there is ſomething worſe in this Kind, than 
in the Former. For, the Former is accom- 
panyed with Grief, and Fear, and Reluctan- 
cy: The Latter is attended with Joy, and 
Triumph. Pity and Compaſſion are thought 
Crimes: And the more the Innocent Wretch 
ſuffers, either by the Acuteneſs or the Length 
of his Torments, the greater is the ſuppo- 
ſed Merit of his Tormentours, with the 
Deity, This horrid Inhumanity can pro- 
ceed from nothing, but the Belief of a Bar- 
barous and Inhuman Power ; who eſtabliſhes 
a Hell upon Earth, as the only Means for 
Men to obtain Heaven hereafter, This is 
the conſtant and worſt Effect of this Sort 
of Superſtition. And I wiſh it could be ſaid, 
that this Effect has not been found to a 
greater Degree in Chriſizan Superſtition, than 
1 
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in Heathen, or any other, that has ever yet 
appeared in the World. 

Theſe are the certain and neceſſary Con- 
ſequences of ſuch Superſtitions as have pre- 


vailed ; and they have been experienced more 


or leſs, according as the Superſtition has (in 
different Places, and at different Times) been 
of the worſt, or of a leſs malignant Kind. 
THERE are other Effects of Superſti- 
tion; which, though they are not ſuch ne- 
ceſſary Conſequences of it, yet Superſtition 
has a natural Tendency to produce them in 
the Minds of her Votaries. I ſhall only men- 
tion Three or Four of theſe Conſequences, 
which are moſt * and Remarka- 
ble. 

As Superſtition ſtupifies the Mind, and 


keeps it in the Dark in Religious Matters 3. 


ſo it often has the ſame Effect, as to every 
other Knowledge. Where Superſtition pre- 
vails to any great Degree, we generally ſee 
Arts and Sciences, and every thing that de- 
pends upon Judgment and Underſtanding, 
languiſh and die away. The Reaſon is plain: 
The Habit of ſubmitting the Underſtanding 
to Nonſenſe and Contradiction in one Sort 
of Subjects, muſt in Time bring it to the 
ſame baſe Compliance in Others; and by 
5 Degrees 
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Degrees ſupplant the very Faculty of Rea- 
ſoning. And, though this be not always the 
Conſequence of all Kinds of Superſtition ; 

yet it ſeldom fails in the groſſer Sorts. 
Another Effect of Superſtition is, that it 
undermines, not only True Religion, but all 
Morality. If it ſtupifies the Mind, and ex- 
cludes Knowledge ; of courſe it muſt weaken 
the Notions of Vertue, which depend upon 
a juſt Diſcernment of the Reaſon and Na- 
ture of Things. But this is not all it does 
towards the Deſtruction of Vertue. It re- 
commends Vice, as the Better Choice, and 
more Glorious Part; by repreſenting the 
Deity as Patronizing it. Few Men have fo 
loſt all Apprehenſion of Truth and Recti- 
tude, as not to eſteem and admire Vertue ; 
though they do not practice it. And there- 
fore, to extirpate it entirely, ſomething that 
carries with it the Idea of Great, and Ex- 
cellent, and Divine, muſt be ſet up againſt 
the real Excellency, and Divineneſs of Ver- 
tue. This is the Employment of the Dei- 
ties, which Superſtition invents; to preſide 
over Vice, and to be Examples of it them- 
felves. And to be a Favourite and Imita- 
tour of the Higher Powers, who will not be 
vicious ? If Gods are Arbitrary, Cruel, Re- 
yenge- 
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vengeful, Quarrelſome, Sc. will Men be 
afraid, or aſhamed, to be ſo ? It is true, 
Men may poſſibly retain a Senſe of Vertue 
in the common Affairs of Life, and be 
blinded only in the groſs Abuſe of Religi- 
on: But (I believe) Experience tells us, that 
it ſeldom ſo happens. 

Another General Effe& of Superſtition in 
Any Degree, is Groſſer and Darker Super- 
ſtition: It naturally propagates and encreaſes 
it ſelf, where it has once got Poſſeſſion. 
And ſince, when you once have yielded to 
one Abſurdity, there is no Reaſon why you 
ſhould ſtop there, and go no farther; Su- 
perſtition generally takes Advantage of that 
Argument (if I may fo call it) and asks, 


why not believe This, as well as That, - 


when they are both equally Unaccountable ? 
Moreover, the ſame Terrour, which makes 
you afraid to doubt of what you are already 


made to believe, will likewiſe make you afraid 


to withhold your Belief from any new Propo- 
ſition, which offers it ſelf with the ſame Reli- 
gious Aſpect : So that, if Superſtition once gets 
Footing, no Bounds can be ſet to it: There is 
no ſaying to It, Hitherto ſhalt thou come, and no 


farther, 
Jarther Laſtly, 
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' Laſtly, If Superſtition ſhould not thus in- 
creaſe ; but, by ſome ſtrange Accident, or 
Force, be ſhaken off all at once: Religion fre- 
quently ſuffers in the Effort, and is thrown off 
with it. When any one looks back on the 
Miſerable Slavery he has endured under Su- 
perſtition, he is apt to deteſt every thing 
that he thinks was the Occaſion of it, or 
any ways acceſſary to it. And, as the Be- 
lief of Religion in general is neceſſary for 
Superſtition to build upon; ſo he grows to 
abhorr Religion for the fake of what has 
really no Relation to it: And Vertue be- 
ing often joyned with, and eſteemed a Part 
of, Religion, he very often hates, and ridi- 
cules That likewiſe. So that, by this Means, 
Superſtition is ſufficiently revenged on thoſe, 
who rebell againſt her. But, this can only 
happen to the more Unthinking ; who can- 
not, or will not, be at the Pains to diſ- 
tinguiſh Falſhood from-Truth, if Falſhood 
does but put on the Na and Garb of 
Truth. Such Men can never be well ſecu- 
red againſt a Relapſe; ſince nothing, but ſound 
Reaſoning and a juſt way of Thinking, can 
be a ſufficient Fence againſt Superſtition. 
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)) Bl 7 Freely, for the Good of my Coun- 
S195 trey. In the Compaſs of This 

| Half-year, I have finiſhed my. Preliminary Lec- 
ture: And Theſe Lectures, ſeriouſly attended 

to, may (I hope) diſpoſe 1 my Readers to lay 

alide the more groſs Prejudices in Life, one 

after another, for the Sake of Vertue and 


Truth ; in Which Alone the Mind' of a Res- 


ſoning Man can acquieſce. 

In theſe Prele&ions, I have laboured he 
Impartiality, Plainneſs, and Perſpicuity ; that 
Perſons, who have not been trained up to the 
barbarous Terms, and abſtruſe Notjohis, of the 

„ 3 
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Schools, and even my Female Pupils, may 
become ſound Philoſophers, with a moderate 
5 — of Thought. I have been ſcru- 
= ous not to forfeit the Character of a Free- 
binder; not. regarding what is Faſhionable, 
or Unfaſhionable ; what might pleaſe, or diſ- 
pleaſe, the Age in General; nor, what is ap- 
proved, or rejected, by any Party in Particu- 
lar. 
Therefore, that the Publick may receive 
the full Benefit of my Labours, (as likewiſe 
in Juſtification of my Self) it will be proper, 
I ſhould Point out to my Diſciples, the Con- 
nection of this Diſtinct Set of Diſcourſes ; 
which I may call an Introduction to, or rather 
the Foundation of, all the other more Serious 
Lecturer, I have already printed, or may here- 
after publiſh, The Papers, I mean, are but 
Jen in Number; the Study of one Leiſure- 
Morning; and are to be peruſed in the fol- 
lowing Order: The _Fiſt; after which 
ſhould come the Forty-Fifth ; then the Tenth, 
Fourteenth, Sixteenth , Twenty-Sixth, Thirty- 
Sixth, Forty-Eighth, Fiftieth, and Fifty-Third. 
This ſhort Courſe gone through, the Rea- 
der will be ſufficiently prepared, not only 
to receive Plain Truths, but to judge like- 
wiſe of my Intentions; after which, he may 
peruſe 
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peruſe my other Diſſertations, as he pleaſes 

And 1 believe, he will not find: it Difficult; ei- 
ther to apprehend, or to give his Aſſent to the 
Truths, I have advanced in Religion, in Mos 
rality, or in Politicks. The great Satisfaction, 
I propoſe to my Self (and 'the greateſt, that 
can ariſe to an Honeſt Man) by this Method, 
is to open the Minds of my Fellow; Subjects 
by Degrees; ſo as to make Them capable, 
even amidſt the Avocations of a Buſy Lite, 
to comprehend clearly thoſe Principles, by 
which alone a Man of Integrity can act in 
Society, at all Times, conſiſtently with Him- 
ſelf. 

10 Recapitulate theſe Initiatory Papers : 
Free-Thinking (or a ſober, ingenuous, and 
manly Uſe of our Reaſon upon all Occaſions) 
is recommended, as the main Support of 
Sound Religion and Vertue, and the beſt Secu- 
rity of the Liberty and Property of a People; 
and therefore, that we are not voluntarily to 
cloſe up our Underſtandings, neither to ſuffer 
Others to Hoodwink them for us: That we 
ought to give our ſelves up entirely to the 
Love of Truth ; and, that an Honeſt Man 
ſhould no more countenance Falſhood know- 


ingly, than he would recommend a notorious 
Vice: That Mankind may, with due Care, 


Ce 2 be 
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be led into the Knowledge of Plain Truths 
more readily, than they have been taught to 
acquieſce in Perplexed Errours ; and that the 
more Ignorant and Inferiour Herd of Men, 
who, for want of Leiſure and Capacity, muſt 
rely upon their Teachers, ſhould never be 
abuſed with Implicit Falſhoods, inſtead of 
Truths : That all Controverſial Writings 
thould be managed with Impartiality, Can- 
dout, and Good Manners: That it is neceſ- 
ſary, if we deſire to come at the Knowledge 
of Truth, and to preſerve our Sincerity, we 
mould accuſtome our Selves to Doubt of our 
Notions, in order to examine them to the beſt 
of our Abilities, before we pronounce Them 
to be True. 

Tx1s is the Summ of what I thought re- 
quiſite to Inculcate, by Way of Preface, to a 
Divided Nation; who, through Paſſion and 
Prejudice, have, in a great Meaſure, ſapped 
the yery Foundations of Common Senſe, by un- 
dermining It with Vulgar Errourt on every Side, 
juſt as they happen to promote the unjuſtifia- 
ble Intereſts of This or That Party, from time 


to time, 


A Diſintereſted Love of Truth, is the * 
Effectual (if not the only ) Expedient, that 
can be * of, to reconcile a Free People 
amopgſt 
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amongſt Themſelves, and to heal their Feuds 
and Animoſities. Truth is the only Center of 
Union: Falſehood and Errour, the never- 
failing Source of Faction and Diviſion. There 
can be but One Truth in every Notion : 
Whereas, the Falſehoods ariſing from any Pro- 
poſition may be Numberleſs. Neither is it 
difficult (if Men would be perſwaded to rea · 
ſon coolly,) to diſtinguiſh Truth from Errour, 
in the Great Points, which more immediately 
regard the Welfare of Mankind. : 
A Perſon of a Plain Capacity, who is Un- 
prejudiced, ſhall diſcern Truth much ſooner, 
than one of more acute Faculties, who is ſur- 
rounded with Prejudices ; juſt as a Man, who 
has no ſtrong Sight, and ſtands in a clear Air, 
will ſee an Object more diſtinctly, and at 
a greater Diſtance, than One of a p 
piercing Eye can, who is encompaſſed by a 
thick Miſt. Moreover ; He, that has lived 
perpetually in a Miſt, will naturally imagine, 
that there is no purer Light, than what he en- 
joys: Neither can he ever be brought to a 
Senſe of the Fog, he walks in, unleſs he can 
be perſwaded to doubt, to enquire, and to 
liſten to Thoſe who dwell in the Sun-ſhine, 
and talk (idly as he may think) of Objects, 
that eſcape his clouded Eye · Sight. 


I SHALL 
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I $HALL cloſe: This Volume with a few 
Familiar Conſiderations (not yet mentioned) i in 
Favour of the Doctrines, I have delivered. 

Firſt then ; Had not ſome refined Spirits, in 
all Ages, reaſoned agreeably to Theſe Princi- 
ples, there never could have been any Pro- 
greſs or Improvement in Arts and Sciences; 
neither can any New Diſcoveries be made in 
Them hereafter, without the Free Uſe of Hu- 
man Reaſon; nor can we, without It, preſerve 
even the Sto > of Knowledge, we are poſſeſ⸗ 
ſed of, at preſent. | 

Secondly ; ; Men can never, upon any other 
Principles, acquire the Notions of Vertue and 
Vice, Right and Wrong; never diſcover, and 
conſequently never remedy, any Inconveni- 
encies in Society ; never be in a Capacity to 
make New Laws, or abrogate Old Ones: All 
Occaſion of Debating would ceaſe ; and the 
Aſſembling of a Parliament could be of no 
Manner of Service to the Nation. 

Thirdly ; It is to the Free Uſe of our Rea- 
ſon in Great-Britain, that we owe all our Li- 
berties, and the Securing of Them, by the 
Revolution under King William: It was the 
daring to Reaſon freely, that brought the Na- 
tion, at laſt, to a Conviction of the Abſurdity 
there is in Suffering a Popiſb Prince to Rule 
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over Proteſtant Subjects; and finally 0 „ 
an Act of Parliament to ſettle the Crown, for 
the future, upon the next Proteſtant Heir, in 
the Royal Family. 

Laſtly; When this Iſland was, from One 
End to the Other, quite covered with the 
Darkneſs of Popery, and it was thought, not 
only Impious, but even Capital, to queſtion 
any of the Eſtabliſhed Abſurdities of the 
Church of Rome; What Expedient, leſs than 
the Braveſt Efforts of - Free-Thinking, could 
have reſtored Us to Light and Liberty? Our 
Firſt Reformers muſt have been Men of great 
Courage, and ſtrong Reaſon ; or it could never 
have entered into their Hearts to attempt ſo 
Difficult, I might ſay, Deſperate, a Change 
And, if we do not reſolve to encourage the 
ſame Free Spirit in our Selves, and our Chil- 
_ dren; I need not acquaint my Countreymen, 
that we have a Hoſt of Enemies amongſt us, 
under various Diſguiſes, who will be able (God 
knows how ſoon!) to Reform us back again 
into our Ancient Slavery and Superſtition, 


The End of the Firſt Volume. 
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